Unit 2 Parts of sentences 
Look at the following sentence.
Rasila painted the door green yesterday.
In this sentence, Rasila is a subject, painted is a verb, the door is an object, green is a compliment yesterday is an adjunct.
1. Subject
The subject is either a noun or a pronoun or a noun phrase. Normally the subject comes before the verb in a sentence. But in questions, the subject comes after the auxiliary verb. For example:
· Hari lives in Mumbai.
· She is a teacher.
· The man will paint the room.
· The girl with long hair is my sister.
· Did he buy a pen?
· Why has the boy gone to the market?
2. Verb
The verb part includes the main verb and it may have auxiliary verb to go with it. For example:
· He teaches English.
· Lalita was reading a new novel.
· The boys had been swimming.
· Hari is a farmer.
· They will invite you in the party.
3. Object
The object is affected by the action of the verb. Only the transitive verbs


take an object. The object comes after the verb phrase, and it is a noun or a pronoun or a noun phrase. For example:
· He has bought a car.
· She called me.
· Raju was reading a new novel.
Some verbs may also need an indirect object. For example:
· Harish gave me a book.
· She asked Hari a question.
4. Complement
Some verbs such as be, become, have, seem, etc. do not have an object but a complement. A complement can be either an adjective or a noun phrase. Complements tell us more about the subject. For example:
· He became a doctor.
· She is beautiful.
· Sanzog is a nice person.
· This food smells bad.
Some complements are related to the verb. For example:
· He has a car.
· She resembles her mother.
· This tin contains tobacco.
Some complements tell us more about the direct object and come after it.
For example:
· He made me happy.
· She called him a fool.
· The man painted the door green.
5. Adjunct
An adjunct is an optional part of the sentence. It modifies, comments on or expands in some way to the meaning of the sentence in terms of manner, place, time, frequency, reason, degree, etc.
The adjunct may be a single word, an adverb. For example:
· It rained heavily.




· She arrived yesterday.
· He often tells lies.
It may be an adverbial phrase, a group of words that functions as an adverb.
For example:
· In the morning, the sky was clear.
· Rita dances very beautifully.
It may also be an adverbial clause, a group of words including a verb, which functions as an adverb. For example:
· Mina played while Gita sang.
· She didn’t come because she was sick.
Some adjuncts have a fixed position. Most can be added to a sentence in several places. For example:
· The roads get slippery in the winter.
· In the winter, the roads get slippery.
Exercises
A. Divide the following sentences into different parts (functions). Example: The man bought a pen last week.
Answer: The man - bought - a pan - last week, 
             (Subject)      (Verb)   (Object)  (Adjunct) 

a. The boys are playing now.
b. The man in blue jeans dances very well. 
c. Rita will be reading a book.
d. Gita is very beautiful.
e. Has he bought a pen?
f. She teaches us English.
g. He has a big house in Kathmandu.
h. Lalita looks sad.
i. They elected him a president. 
j. She usually wears glasses.
k. Nobody laughed.


l. Open the door.
m. She will get angry.
n. I will post the letter tonight.
o. I was writing an essay when he arrived.
B. Underline adjuncts in the following sentences.
a. Luckily the weather was nice. 
b. I have met her recently. 
c. Yesterday, I didn’t phone him. 
d. They built this road in 2010. 
e. He’s always happy.
f. I honestly don’t know.
g. He played the piano in the hall.
h. I’ll meet you at six o’clock.
i. I see her from time to time.
j. I really enjoyed that party. 
k. Quite frankly, I don’t like her.
l. He is popular because of that.
m. The weather was not good, however, we enjoyed our picnic.
n. We took food as soon as she arrived.
o. They quite often ask about you.
C. Identify complements in the following sentences.
a. He is my brother.
b. It made me sick.
c. She is an English teacher.
d. I have a dog.
e. We became friends.
f. That food smells good.
g. Ravi called her Katy.
h. They appointed him the director.
i. This cake tastes delicious.
j. This book belongs to me.
k. They are helping him.
l. She is very clever.
m. We will buy a bus.


n. She will carry a heavy load.
o. They are helpers.
D. Identify the parts of sentences in the following text:
One day, a rich merchant came to Birbal. He said to Birbal, “I have seven servants in my house. One of them has stolen my bag of precious pearls. Please find out the thief.”

So Birbal went to the rich man’s house. He called all the seven servants in a room. He gave a stick to each one of them. Then he said, “These are magic sticks. Just now all these sticks are equal in length. Keep them with you and return tomorrow. If there is a thief in the house, his stick will grow an inch longer by tomorrow.”

The servant who had stolen the bag of pearls was scared. He thought, “If I cut a piece of one inch from my stick, I won’t be caught.” So he cut the stick and made it shorter by one inch.
The next day Birbal collected the sticks from the servants. He found that one servant’s stick was short by an inch. Birbal pointed his finger at him and said, “Here is the thief.” The servant confessed to his crime. He returned the bag of pearls. He was sent to jail.

E. Write a paragraph about your school using ten adjuncts.
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