Unit 6 Verbs
Read the following text carefully:

Cartoon superheroes are made up of a number of common traits. They have extraordinary powers and abilities. They vary greatly, but superhuman strength, the ability to fly and the ability to project energy are often common. Batman and Green Hornet possess no superpowers but they know martial arts. Most superheroes risk their own safety in the service of good. Many refuse to kill an opponent, even though they threaten the safety of others. Many superheroes use a descriptive or symbolic code name. A supporting cast of characters includes the hero s friends and family. Superheroes often have a secret headquarters or base. Female characters include Invisible Girl, and Marvel Girl. Some examples of non-Caucasian characters are the Black Panther, Shang Chi and Cyborg.
In the above sentences, the bold letters are verbs. They allow us to talk about activities, processes, states of being and states of mind. For example, the italicized words in the following sentences are verbs.
· He climbed up the hill.
· She looks smart.
· He has hired a bungalow.
· Nishan is very loyal.
· You have shouted from the roof.
In these above sentences, the bold words are verbs. They show the action. A verb refers to the word used to describe an action, state or occurrence and forming the main part of a sentence. In short, the word which shows an action is called verb. There are two types of verbs. They are Main Verb and Auxiliary Verb.



Look at the table below:

Verbs
	Transitive and  main 
Transitive 
	Intransitive
	Auxiliary
I. Main verbs
The verbs that make the sense of a sentence alone are called main verbs. We use them to indicate actions and states. They are also called lexical verbs.
For example:
We stayed in the village.
The robber robbed the bank.
She failed in her exam.
Roshani pushes her friend.
We have decided to join the club.
In these above sentences stayed, robbed, failed, pushes and decided are main verbs. Main verbs have different forms. Now read the following table carefully.
	Types/forms
	short forms
	Examples

	Present verb (root verb)
	V1
	dance, write, go, rise, eat etc.

	Past verb
	V2
	danced, wrote, went, rose, ate, etc.

	Past participle
	V3
	danced, written, gone, risen, eaten, etc.

	Present participle (V-ing)
	V4
	dancing, writing, going, rising, eating, etc.

	Present Singular (V-s/es)
	V5
	dances, writes, goes, rises, eats, etc.


Main verbs are classified into several ways. One way is in terms of whether they refer to actions or states.
Action verb shows an action of doing something. For example: play, jump, clean, recite, walk, run, play, eat, write, etc. are action verbs. Read the following sentences:
· We play the guitar.
· Reshma wrote an application to her Class-teacher.
		


· He jumps over the wall.
· She has cleaned her apartment.
· We recited holy mantras.
State verbs are used to talk about states of being or states of mind. They include:
· verbs relating^ the senses, e.g. feel, hear, smell, see, taste, etc.
· verbs relating to emotions, e.g. hate, like, love, want, wish, adore, etc.
· verbs relating to mental activity, e.g. agree, believe, expect, forget, mean, know, etc.
· verbs relating to possession, e.g. belong, own, possess, have etc.
Similarly, the main verbs can be further divided into two types as transitive and intransitive verbs.
a. Transitive Verb
The verb which passes to an object is called transitive verb. It requires object after the verb to complete the sense.
Example:
· They watch a movie.
· She gave me a beautiful gift.
· Someone is following him.
· She has completed her thesis.
In the sentences above, the verbs watch, give, follow and complete require objects as a movie, me/ a beautiful gift, him, and her thesis respectively to make complete sense. If we say, They watch, She gave, Someone is following, and She has completed, they will not give any sense. Hence, transitive verbs always need objects. They answer the question of what? or whom? after the verb.
There are certain verbs that can be used only transitively. They are: love, order, bring, demand, punish, dig, desire etc.
b. Intransitive Verb
The verb which does not pass over to an object is called intransitive verbs.
		


Examples:
· I always sleep at night.
· They go to temple.
· He walks on bare foot.
· The sun rose early.
· He has participated in the programme.
· We jumped over the fence.
In the sentences above, the verbs sleep, go, walks, rose, participated and j umped are intransitive verbs. They do not need object after the verb in order to give complete meaning.
II Auxiliary verbs
A verb that helps to form tenses, voices, questions, etc. is known as auxiliary verb. There are two kinds of auxiliary verbs. They are: Principal auxiliaries and Modal auxiliaries.
a. Principal Auxiliaries are:
'be’ – verb = is, am, are, was, were

’have’ - verb= has, have, had

’do’ - verb= do, does, did

Modal Auxiliaries = shall, should, will, would, may, might, can, could, must, need to, dare to, ought to and used to.
For example'.
· Biplav is addressing the audience.
· Has Bibhuti done her homework?
· They were enjoying in the birthday party.
· Are they hiding in the bush?
· The farewell programmed was celebrated with great enthusiasm.
· You must attend the ceremony.
· They ought to show the pass.
· We should read the rules and regulations very carefully.
· They will be accused of theft.
· I am an honest person.


Ill Regular and irregular verbs.
If a verb is regular, the past and past participle end in -ed. For example:
	Infinitive
	Past simple
	Past participle

	clean
	cleaned
	cleaned

	talk
	talked
	talked

	use
	used	
	used

	stop
	stopped
	stopped

	carry
	carried
	carried


When the past simple and past participle do not end in -ed (for example, saw, seen), the verb is irregular.
In some verbs, all three forms (infinitive, past simple and past participle) are the same. They are called weak verbs.
For example:
· Don’t hit me. (infinitive)
· He hit me yesterday, (past simple)
· I’ve never hit him. (past participle)
In some irregular verbs, the past simple is the same as the past participle (but different from the infinitive).
For example, tell —> told:
· Can you tell me what to do? (infinitive)
· She told me to write a letter, (past simple)
· I haven’t told him about it. (past participle)
In some irregular verbs, all three forms are different.
For example, go —> went —> gone:
· I’ll go home, (infinitive)
· He went home, (past simple)
· She has gone to the market, (past participle)
The following verbs can be regular or irregular.
bum —> burned or burnt
dream —> dreamed or dreamt
learn —> learned or learnt
smell —> smelled or smelt



spell —> spelled or spelt 
spill —> spilled or spilt
 spoil —► spoiled or spoilt
So you can say:
I learned much from him. or I learnt much from him.
Learn the following irregular verbs:
Irregular Verbs
	Infinitive (V1)
	Past Simple (V2)
	Past Participle (V3)

	arise
	arose
	arisen

	awake
	awoke
	awoken

	be
	was/were
	been

	bear
	bore
	borne/born

	beat
	beat
	beaten

	become
	became
	become

	begin
	began
	begun

	behold
	beheld
	beheld

	bend
	bent
	bent

	bet
	bet
	bet

	bind
	bound
	bound

	bite
	bit
	bitten

	bleed
	bled
	bled

	blow
	blew
	blown

	break
	broke
	broken

	bring
	brought
	brought

	broadcast
	broadcast
	broadcast

	build
	built
	built

	burn
	burnt/burned
	burnt/burned

	burst
	burst
	burst

	buy
	bought
	bought

	cast
	cast
	cast

	catch
	caught
	caught

	choose
	chose
	chosen


	  	


	cling
	clung
	clung

	come
	came
	come

	cost
	cost
	cost

	creep
	crept
	crept

	cut
	cut;
	cut

	deal
	dealt
	dealt

	dig
	dug
	dug

	do
	did
	done

	draw
	drew
	drawn

	dream
	dreamt/dreamed
	dreamt/dreamed

	drink
	drank
	drunk

	drive
	drove
	driven

	eat
	ate
	eaten

	fall
	fell
	fallen

	feed
	fed
	fed

	feel
	felt
	felt

	fight
	fought
	fought

	find
	found
	found

	flee
	fled
	fled

	fling
	flung
	flung

	fly
	flew
	flown

	forbid
	forbade
	forbidden

	forecast
	forecast/forecasted
	forecast/forecasted

	forget
	forgot
	forgotten

	forgive
	forgave
	forgiven

	freeze
	froze
	frozen

	get
	got
	got

	give
	gave
	given

	go
	went
	gone (been)

	grind
	ground
	ground

	grow
	grew
	grown

	hang
	hung/hanged
	hung/hanged

	have
	had
	had

	hear
	heard
	heard


		


	hide
	hid
	7.

	hit
	hit
	hit

	hold
	held
	held

	hurt
	hurt
	hurt

	keep
	kept
	kept

	kneel
	knelt
	knelt

	know
	knew
	known

	lay
	laid
	laid

	lead
	led
	led

	lean
	leant/leaned
	leant/leaned

	leap
	leapt/leaped
	leapt/leaped

	learn
	learnt/learned
	learnt/learned

	leave
	left
	left

	lend
	lent
	lent

	let
	let
	let

	lie
	lay
	lain

	light
	lit
	lit

	lose
	lost
	lost

	make
	made
	made

	mean
	meant
	meant

	meet
	met
	met

	mow
	mowed
	mown/mowed

	overcome
	overcame
	overcome

	overtake
	overtook
	overtaken

	pay
	paid
	paid

	proofread
	proofread
	proofread

	put
	put
	put

	quit
	quit/quitted
	quit/quitted

	read
	read
	read

	ride
	rode
	ridden

	ring
	rang
	rung

	rise
	rose
	risen

	run
	ran
	run

	saw
	sawed
	sawn/sawed






	say
	said
	said

	see
	saw	
	seen

	seek
	sought
	sought

	sell
	sold
	sold

	send
	sent
	sent

	set
	set
	set

	sew
	sewed
	sewn/sewed

	shake
	shook
	shaken

	shine
	shone
	shone

	shoot
	shot
	shot

	show
	showed
	shown/showed

	shrink
	shrank/shrunk
	shrunk

	shut
	shut
	shut

	sing
	sang
	sung

	sink
	sank
	sunk

	sit
	sat
	sat

	sleep
	slept
	slept

	slide
	slid
	slid

	smell
	smelt/smelled
	smelt/smelled

	speak
	spoke
	spoken

	spend
	spent
	spent

	spill
	spilt/spilled
	spilt/spilled

	spin
	spun
	spun

	spit
	spat
	spat

	split
	split
	split

	spoil
	spoilt/spoiled
	spoilt/spoiled

	spread
	spread
	spread

	spring
	sprang
	sprung

	stand
	stood
	stood

	steal
	stole
	stolen

	stick
	stuck
	stuck

	sting
	stung
	stung

	stink
	stank/stunk
	stunk

	strike
	struck
	struck


		


	swear
	swore
	sworn

	sweep
	swept
	swept

	ell
	swelled
	swollen/s welled

	swim
	swam
	swum

	swing
	swung
	swung

	take
	took
	taken

	reach
	taught
	taught

	rear
	tore
	tom

	tell
	told
	told

	think
	thought
	thought

	throw
	threw
	thrown

	undergo
	underwent
	undergone

	underlie
	underlay
	underlain

	 understand	
	understood
	understood

	Undertake
	undertook
	undertaken

	upset
	upset
	upset

	wake
	woke
	woken

	 Wear
	wore
	worn

	Weave
	wove
	woven

	Wed
	wd/wedded
	wed/wedded

	Weep
	wept
	wept

	Wet 	
	wet/wetted
	wet/wetted

	Win 
	won
	won

	wind	
	wound
	wound

	withdraw
	withdrew
	withdrawn

	write
	wrote
	written

	Some troublesome verbs
	*>
	

	1. Born, borne
	
	
	

	Bear has the following forms:
	
	

	
	Infinitive
	Past
	Past participle

	(to give birth)
	bear
	bore
	Born

	to carry)
	bear
	bore
	borne


Kapil was born in 1996.
The cupboard was so heavy that it could be borne with great difficulty. 	  	


2. Hung, hanged
Hang has the following forms:
(to attach something)	hang	 hung  hung

(to put to death by tying a rope round the neck)
	hang     hanged   hanged
The criminal was hanged.
She hung the gown in the wardrobe.
They hung the picture on the wall.
3. Lie
Lie has the following forms:
(to remain in a flat position)	lie		lay 		lain
(to speak falsely)	lie		lie	lied 		lied
I was tired. So I lay down for a little while.
Let me lie here.
I know you lied to me. (= to speak falsely)
To lay means to put or place something down. Its forms are:
Lay   laid 	laid
Kindly lay the child in bed.
I forgot where I had laid the purse.
4. Fell
Fell is the past tense form of fall:
She collided with a cycle and fell down.
But fell is also used in the present tense. Then its meaning is to cause something to fall and its forms are:
fell 	felled		felled
They felled the trees quite thoughtlessly.
The wrestler felled him down quite easily.
5. Saw
Saw is the past tense form of see:
I saw a large crowd.
But saw is also used in the present tense. Then its meaning is to cut (wood) and its forms are:



Saw	sawed		sawn/sawed
The carpenter sawed the log of a wood.
6. Rise, raise
To rise means to get up or to come up. To raise means to lift:
 All of us will rise to welcome the Chief Guest. (= to get up) 
The sun rises in the east. (= to come up)
We raised our hands in prayer. (= to lift)
Formation of verbs
We can form verbs:
1. From nouns:
courage – encourage
 Friend- befriend
class - classify
2. From adjectives:
rich- enrich
fresh - refresh
loose - loosen
modern – modernize
Let us learn how verbs are formed with the help of some common prefixes and
suffixes. In some cases, while adding a suffix to a word, we may have to alter its spellings slightly.
	Prefix	
	Word
	Verb
	Word
	Verb

	-en
	able
	enable
	circle
	encircle

	
	courage
	encourage
	danger
	endanger

	
	dear
	endear
	joy
	enjoy

	
	large
	enlarge
	noble
	ennoble

	
	sure
	ensure
	close
	enclose

	- be
	fool
	befool
	friend
	befriend

	
	head
	behead
	little
	belittle





	-en
	broad
	broaden
	cheap
	cheapen

	
	dark
	darken
	deep
	deepen

	
	fright
	frighten
	glad
	gladden

	
	haste
	hasten
	length
	lengthen

	
	loose
	loosen
	mad
	madden

	
	red
	redden
	thick
	thicken

	
	white
	whiten
	wide
	widen

	-ise (ize)
	apology
	apologise
	civil
	civilise

	
	critic
	criticise
	equal
	equalise

	
	memory
	memorise
	real
	realise

	
	special
	specialise
	sympathy
	sympathise

	-fy
	beauty
	beautify
	class
	\
classify

	
	clear
	clarify
	glory
	glorify

	
	horror
	horrify
	just
	justify

	
	peace
	pacify
	pure
	purify

	
	terror
	terrify
	
	

	Others
	bath
	bathe
	blood
	bleed

	
	breath
	breathe
	cloth
	clothe

	
	company
	accompany
	custom
	accustom

	
	fine
	refine
	food
	feed

	
	fresh
	refresh
	prison
	imprison

	
	sale
	sell
	tale
	tell

	
	proof
	prove
	
	



Exercises
1. Identify the auxiliary and main verbs in the following sentences.
a. Pukar doesn’t sleep very well.
b. Her sister always studies late into the night.
c. Manisha is sometimes very sleepy in the morning.
d. She could also have taken her books into the living room.
e. The light there is better for my eyes.
f. They share clothes and school supplies.
g. Rikky and her sister both like the same music.
			


h. Monika is different from her sister in some ways. Yogesh leaves things all over the floor and the beds.
i.  Radha likes fresh air in the room, even in the winter.
j.  Bishnu complains about the cold air.
k. The noise from the traffic bothers us, too.
l. Every night, we close the window.
m. Aariya is always the first one up in the morning.
n. We didn't even wait for the alarm.
2. Write the past tense and past participles for the following verbs.
	Begin
	Break
	Choose
	Do
	Fly
	Give

	Hide
	Ride
	Ring
	unite
	write
	read

	play
	type
	look
	bear
	book
	win

	wake
	wet
	wind
	weave
	hang
	lie

	feel
	rise
	lose
	kneel
	hide
	show

	play
	dance
	listen
	read
	dream
	go

	smell
	spoil
	draw
	creep
	drink
	find


3. Say whether the verbs in the sentences below are action verb or state verb.
a. We find the location.
b. He looks very sad.
c. She has a good profession.
d. They are conducting a programme.
e. I am thinking of going to Norway.
f. She is a nurse.
g. He knows her very well.
h. My wound is paining severly.
i. The cook cooked very delicious food.
j. Roshis had been a member of a club.
k. She is very clever.
l. He has been reading a novel.
m. I believe in the astrology.
n. I expect positive message from my office.
o. I don't trust her because I hate her.
4. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense:
a. Tina	 (live) in Ham.


a. Sister…….. (work) in the kitchen now.
b. Mr. Subedi…….. (paint) his house last month.
c. The baby…….. (not / sleep) now.
d. Pabitra always	…….. (go) to church on Sunday.
e. I……..	 (buy) a car last week.
f. Biral……..	 (go) to the college yesterday.
g. I……..	 (talk) on the telephone at the moment.
h. Parmeshwor always	 (help) her mother in the house.
i. Listen! The couple ……..		 (quarrel) in their room.
j. Look at Sandhya and Roshan! They……..	 (climb) up the hill.
k. We always……..	 (wear) warm clothes in winter.
l. We always……..	for jogging, (go)
m. He……..	his birthday, (celebrate)
n. The reporter……..	(report) about the election now.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Identify whether the following sentences are transitive, intransitive or linking. Find the object of each transitive verb, and the complement of each linking verb.
a. The hungry donkey bleats.
b. The report was false.
c. The ice-cream is cold.
d. He shouted loudly.
e. We see with our eyes.
f. The rumour sounds true.
g. Owls hide in the daytime.
h. Bad children hide their faults
i. We waited patiently for the result.
j. That girl looks angry.
k. They elected him president.
l. He tried again and again.
m. The woman wrote a story.
n. He struck the man dead.
o. The man seems tired.


	  	

