[bookmark: bookmark3][bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark5]Unit 10 Prepositions
Read the text carefully and underline the prepositions:
Between us there was, as I have already said somewhere, the bond of the sea. Besides holding our hearts together through long periods of separation, it had the effect of making us tolerant of each other's yams-and even convictions. The Lawyer-the best of old fellows-had, because of his many years and many virtues, the only cushion on deck, and was lying on the only rug. The Accountant had brought out already a box of dominoes, and was toying architecturally with the bones. Marlow sat cross-legged right aft, leaning against the mizzenmast. He had sunken cheeks, a yellow complexion, a straight back, an ascetic aspect, and, with his arms dropped, the palms of hands outwards, resembled an idol. The Director, satisfied the anchor had good hold, made his way aft and sat down amongst us. We exchanged a few words lazily.
Afterwards there was silence on board the yacht. For some reason or other we did not begin that game of dominoes. We felt meditative, and fit for nothing but placid staring. The day was ending in a serenity of still and exquisite brilliance. The water shone pacifically; the sky, without a speck, was a benign immensity of unstained light; the very mist on the Essex marshes was like a gauzy and radiant fabric, hung from the wooded rises inland, and draping the low shores in diaphanous folds. Only the gloom to the west, brooding over the upper reaches, became more somebre every minute, as if angered by the approach of the sun.

And at last, in its curved and imperceptible fall, the sun sank low, and from glowing white changed to a dull red without rays and without heat, as if about to go out suddenly, stricken to death by the touch of that gloom brooding over a crowd of men.
From ‘The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad.

A preposition is a word which shows the relation between subject and the object in the sentences. It shows the relationship between two things. The words between, on, with, against etc. are propositions.
	 	


The following prepositions are frequently used in English Grammar.
	about
	above
	across
	after
	against

	along
	among
	around
	before
	behind

	below
	beneath
	beside
	within
	between

	beyond
	by
	despite
	down
	during

	except
	up
	from
	into
	inside

	in
	for
	at
	on
	to

	with
	near
	of
	off
	out

	outside
	over
	past
	since
	through

	throughout
	until
	toward
	under
	underneath


Some prepositions consist of more than one word. Here is a list of the most common multi word prepositions:
	along with
	because of
	due to
	except for
	in addition to

	in case of
	in front of
	in place of
	in spite of
	instead of

	on account of
	out of
	upto
	with the exception of
	fond of



Look at the pictures given below:
	Where is the car?
The car is
……..the tree.
Where is the tree?
The tree is
…….the car.
	[image: ]
Figure 1 tree
	Where is the boy? The boy is…….	
the house.
Where is the house?
The house is ....... the boy.
	[image: ]
Figure 2 house

	

	Where is the boy
sitting?
The boy is sitting
……….the tree.
	[image: ]
Figure 3boy sit on tree
	Where is the cat
sitting?
The cat is sitting
………the table.
	[image: ]
Figure 4 cat sit on table
	





	Where is the cat?
The cat is	
table.
	[image: ]
Figure 5 cat sit under the table
	Where is the teacher?
The teacher is	of the
classroom.
Where are the students?
The students are
.... the teacher.
	[image: ]
Figure 6 teacher and student

	Where is the dog?
The dog is
Running…..	cat.
	[image: ]
Figure 7 2 running dog
	Where is the girl?
The girl is…	
two men.
	
	[image: ]
Figure 8 girl and two men

	Where is the
teacher?
The teacher
Is……..	the
students.
	[image: ]
Figure 9 teacher and students
	Where is the man wearing the tie?
The man is wearing the tie .... the neck.
	
	[image: ]
Figure 10 men


Preposition can be studied dividing them into three groups
I. [bookmark: bookmark0]Preposition of Time
II. [bookmark: bookmark1]Preposition of Position
III.	Preposition of Movement and Direction.
Look at the pictures given below:
	Preposition of
Time
	Preposition of Position
	Preposition of Movement and Direction

	at, on, in, by, since,  for, from, within, before, after, till/ until
	at, in, between, among, on, upon, above, over, below, under, in front of, behind, beside, opposite to, across, near
	from, off, out of, towards, into, at, for, against, through, over, long, across, around, down, up, for, by,  on.


			


I. Preposition of Time
Preposition of time refers to that preposition which denotes the time. Generally it is used before the time phrase.
For example:
He addressed the audience at 4 o'clock.
We have worked in this office for five years.
I will submit the assignment by Ashar.
AT
At is used to show definite point of time like:
· at the end of the year, at the end of the month, at the end of the day
· Fixed clock time : at 8 o'clock, at 9 o'clock etc.
· Parts of the day : at midnight, at night, at noon, at dusk, at dawn etc.
· Specific time : at break time, at lunch time, at breakfast etc.
· Festivals and celebrations : at Christmas, at Dashain, at Id, at Tihar 
· Certain age : at the age of twenty, at the age of late fifties etc.
· Certain temperature : at Zero degree Celsius, at 100° Celsius etc.
· An activity : at play, at work etc.
· Fixed phrases : at the same time, at the end of the century etc.
On
It is used in the following expression:
· Before the names of days and dates: on Monday, on Wednesday, on Christmas Day, on 1st February, on 25th November etc.
· Condition or situation : on strike, on holiday, on credit
· Special Days : on Democracy day, on Republic Day, on birthday, on Teacher's day etc.
In
'In’ is used in the following expression:
· Before the parts of the day: in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening
· Before the name of months: in January, in August, in March, in Baishak in Chaitra, etc.
	 


· Before the seasons: in the winter, in the summer, in the spring etc.
· Before year: in 2018, in 2075etc.
· Within a particular time: in four days, in five years, in ten minutes etc.

By 
It is used in the following expressions:
The latest time of which an action over: by 2 pm, by Sunday, by Ashwin etc.
Since
‘Since' is used with the point of time. In other words, it is used to show the origin. It is used in the following expressions:
· Since + exact clock time, name of days, months, seasons, festivals, years, century etc. (since 12 o'clock, since Sunday, since Jestha, since Dashain, since 2071, since 19th century)
· Since + period of days (morning, afternoon, evening)
· Since + last + time phrase (since last week, since last year)
For
‘For' is used with the period of time. In other words, it is used to talk about the duration of time. It tells that how long something lasts. It is used in the following expressions:
· For + number of days to months, weeks (for five months, for three weeks)
· For + hours (for two hours)
· For + long time (For Long time)
· For is often used with perfect or perfect continuous tenses.
I have recognized him for three months.
He has been teaching here for an hour.
He has been waiting for a long time.
From
From' denotes the starting point of an action. It is used in all cases except when the action has continued till the moment of speaking. It is mostly used with 'to' or 'till':
Our holiday will begin from the 1st of Ashar to 9th.
She has been appointed from Baishak.


During
'During' suggests the whole of the period for which an action continued.
We will complete the work during the holidays.
We also use during when we are talking about an event, activity or experience and not about a period of time.
I could not help you during my examination.
I'll visit the Pashupatinath temple during my stay at Kathmandu.
In, within
In = at the end of
within = before the end of
I'll be able to complete my project work in a month, (when a week is over)
I'll be able to complete my project work within a week, (before a week is over
Until, by
· Until: The action continues up to a certain moment:
· Please wait here until the bus arrives.
· By: The action will happen at or before a certain future moment:
· I'll callback you by Monday afternoon.
II. Preposition of Place or Position
1. At
· At denotes position at a point.
at the centre, at the end of the queue.
· Turn right 'at' the next crossing.
· We can use at with a larger place also if we think of it as a point, meeting place, or a stage in a journey.
· She is doing her business at the bus park.
· Biraj is waiting at airport now.
· The bus stops at Gorusinghe on the way to Bhalubang for a while.
· We often use at before the name of a building of we are thinking of the activity there:
· We'll take our dinner at Thakali Bhanchha Ghar.
· I was at TU when the massive earthquake occurred.




· We use 'at' in the expressions like:
 at a meeting, at home, at a lecture
· Sometimes we use 'at' in the sentences like: 
She sat at the table and watched the movie. 
· To denote a place (comparatively smaller)
 at the airport, at a hotel, at the bus station 
· To make time adverbials 
at present, at the same time, at weekends, at lunchtime 
· To make phrasal verbs 
laugh at, smile at, stare at, look at
2. On
· A position on a line:
The Pashupatinath temple is on the river Bagmati.
· A position on a surface:
She laid the book on the table.
There is a bulb on the ceiling.
· To denote position (attached to somebody/something)
on the table, on the ground, on the wall, on a map, on a page 
There is a book on the table.
· With the means of transportation
on a plane, on a bus, on foot, on a horse
But in a car, in a taxi
Note: After ’by', article or possessive pronoun isn’t used.
He went there by car. He went there in a car.
· To mean concerning (about somebody/something)
I wrote an essay on 'Importance of Discipline'
We are talking on 'education'.
· With verbs like
depend on, insist on, put on, switch on, keep on, pass on, live on, move on, rely on, turn on
3. In
· 'In' suggests a position inside large areas. It gives the idea of an enclosure:



There was someone in the hall.
She came in an ambulance.
I spent my childhood in Palpa.
· To denote place (comparatively larger)
in the world, in Africa, in China, in Nawalparasi
· With things worn on the body
in red sari, in a white coat, in a blue shirt, in a jeans pant.
· To make prepositional phrases
in addition to, in spite of, in front of, instead of, etc.
· to make phrasal verb
deal in, believe in, succeed in, trust in, etc.
4. Between, among:
· Between is normally used with two persons or things separately, we use between.
Aariya is sitting between Maya and Ram.
There is a noticeboard between two windows.
· When we think of more than two persons or things separately we use 'between'.
There is a close bond of friendship between these five friends.
· When somebody or something is in a group, in a mass of people things or when we do not see things separately, we use 'among':
I became proud to share my happiness among my friends.
The teacher distributed the chocolates among the students.
· While talking of dividing or sharing, we use either among or between.
Mr. Sharma divided his property equally between/among his sons and daughters.
5. Above, over
· Both 'above' and 'over' mean higher than. Sometimes we can use either of them:
The birds flew above our heads.
The birds flew over our heads.


· 'Over' can also mean covering, or vertically over.
The Umbrella over our head saved from hailstorm.
The fan was directly over my head.
6. Below, Under
· Both 'below' and 'under' mean lower than and sometimes we can use either of them.
The fish are swimming below the water.
The fish are under the water.
· Under also means vertically below. It has also the idea of contact:
He kept his shoes under the table.
The table is under the light.
7. Use of 'of
· Belonging to somebody/something
the roof of the house, the role of the teacher
· Indicating unit of measurement or quantity
a kilo of sugar, a cup of tea, a sheet of paper
· Indicating age
a woman of 60, a man of middle age
· [bookmark: bookmark2]Verbs with 'of'
die of, deprived of, accused of, afraid of, fond of, tired of, short of, lack of, get rid of, take care of, dream of, consist of
8. Behind, in front of
· These two prepositions suggest positions opposite to each other:
Someone is speaking behind me.
Supriya and Teena are sitting in front of me
9. Beside
· Beside= by the side of, next to
There is a small table beside the kitchen.
Rakshya is sitting beside Rashmi.
		
	


10. Opposite
· Opposite = in a position facing someone or something but on the other side:
They are sitting opposite to each other and talking.
11. Near
Near = close by.
There is a temple near my house.
12. Across:
· Across = on the opposite side of
The Milan Chalchitra  Mandir is across the road.
13. With
· Having or carrying something
a boy with long nose, a man with a stick, a coat with a belt, a child with a broken leg
· Indicating the tool or instrument used
feed the baby with a spoon, draw with a pencil, cut it with a knife,
· Indicating the material or item used
Fill the bag with exercise books.
The cupboard is stuffed with dirty cloth.
· In the company of something/somebody
Live with grandparents.
Go on holiday with a brother.
· Indicating the manner, circumstance, condition in which something is done or takes place
I'll do it with pleasure.
They invited me with open heart.
· With some adjectives
delighted with, furious with, angry with, pleased with, satisfied with etc
Use of 'about'
· On the subject of somebody/something, in connection with, connect]' and regarding


We are talking about the political situation.
I am writing an essay about 'Patriotism.'
· At a time near, at approximately
There are about 1500 students in my school.
We reached there at about 8:30.
· Near to a place
I was lost somewhere about Buspark.
· In passive voice before an agent.
The snake was killed by the cat.
The old people were helped by them.
· To denote position (near/ beside/at the side of)
Hari is sitting by me.
The tea-table is by the cupboard.
· To indicate a means of transport or a route system.
travel by bus/ car / train/ plane/air/ land / sea
· To pass through something or place (along/ across)
I went out by the front door.
He came by motor ways not by country roads.]
· With the means of doing something through
May I pay by cheque?
You can contact me by letter/ telephone.
VI. Preposition of Directions and Movements
1. to, towards
To has the sense of destination, towards of direction
He goes to school.
Binita was going towards the temple.
2. At
At has the idea of aiming at something, hitting something:
Sital threw a stone at the monkeys.
3. Into
· Indicating movement to a point within an enclosed space or volume.
Come into the room.
		


Throw the stone into the sea.
I kept the pen into my pocket.
He entered into the taxi.
· Indicating a change in form as the result of an action.
Translate the text into Japanese.
Water changes into ice at 0°C.
4. onto
· It denotes the movement towards the surface of something.
The dog jumped onto the road.
He kept a book onto the table.
5. For
'For' is used to denote direction when the verb shows the beginning of movement.
Anupam left for college early in the morning.
We will be leaving for work latest by next week.
· Indicating purpose or function.
I went Kathmandu for higher education.
It's a machine for grinding wheat.
· Indicating destination, aim or reason
depart for market, a room for guest, bicycles for sale, rooms for to-let
· As the price, reward or penalty of something
I bought a glass for Rs. 350.
He was sent to prison for crime.
She got the prize for winning the competition.
· Verbs with 'for'
apologize for, pay for, wait for, search for, apply for, look for, leave for
6. Against
Against shows pressure or contact
He is leaning against the table.


7. From
· Indicating the place or direction from which somebody/something starts
I am on holiday from the lstJuly.
He began his business from Baishak to Ashwin.
He has purchased trekking goods from Thamel.
· Indicating the place or direction from which somebody/something starts,
He is from Butwal.
The bus goes from Palpa to Gulmi.
· Indicating who sent or gave something
I have received a letter from my boss.
He has been given a phone call from Ronisha.
· Indicating protection or prevention
Protect people from cold.
Save the children from abuses.
· To make a distinction between two people, places or things
Why are living things different from non-living things?
· Indicating a cause
He is suffering from laryngitis.
8. Off
· 'Off shows separation. It means from the surface of, or down from:
· He fell off the roof/a ladder/ tree/ horse/ wall.
· Put off your shoes before entering into the hall.
· The ball rolled off the table.
· Verbs with 'off'
· put off, fall off, switch off, turn off, finish off, get off, take off
9. Out of
It is opposite of into or onto. It means from the interior of:
· The old man removed his hand out of his pocket.
· He came out of the car.


	


10. up
· It indicates the direction of going upward.
· He climbed up the hill.
11. down
· It is opposite of 'up'. It indicates the direction of going downward.
· She fell down the hill.
12. over
· The birds are flying over the tree.
· The dog jumped over the fence.
13. Through
Moving or passing from one side to the other.
· He went through the dense jungle.
· You can see the germs through microscope.
· She walked through the tunnel.
· I looked through the pipe.
14. Round
· She looked round the house and gave the decision.
· Ramesh walked round the lake.
15. Along
· Bibhusan went along the Mahendra Highway.
· He carried the cattle along the bank of the Trishuli.
16. [bookmark: bookmark6]Across
· The boy ran across bridge.
· He jumped into the river and swam across to the bank.
17. [bookmark: bookmark7]Post
· I went past the temple and reached school.
· Some strange object flew past my face.
· The whistle went past my ears.



Exercise 1
Choose the best alternative from the bracket.
Fill in prepositions of time “at / in / on” as in the example:
	... on ... Saturday
	…..	9	o’clock
	…..	autumn

	…..	July
	…..	Christmas
	…..	 half	past two

		…..1984
	…..	September	28th
	…..	Monday	morning

	…..	March	25th
	…..	 1991
	…..	Easter

	…..	Friday
	…..	 August	29th
	…..	 10	o’clock

	…..	summer
	…..	 winter
	…..	Thursday afternoon

	…..	the	morning
	…..	 the	evening
	…..	noon

	…..	December
	…..	 February	8th
	…..	a	quarter past six

	…..	midnight
	…..	 noon
	…..	Saturday	night

	…..	1982
	…..	 1964
	…..	Friday	evening

	…..	April
	…..	 spring
	…..	 Monday

	…..	April	2nd
	…..	 night
	…..	 June	26th



Exercise 2
[bookmark: bookmark8]Choose the best alternative from the parentheses for the following exercises:
a. [bookmark: bookmark9]Does the movie begin (at, on) 6:30? No, it will not begin (until, for) 9:00; so do not arrive (before, by) that time.
b. [bookmark: bookmark10]He asked me to come (at, in) noon.
c. [bookmark: bookmark11]We will go to Florida (since, during) the month of January.
d. [bookmark: bookmark12]The stores stay open (on, in) Mondays (until, for) 9:00p.m.
e. [bookmark: bookmark13]Roshan has been in the United States (for, during) a year.
f. [bookmark: bookmark14]John has lived in France (for, since) two years.
g. [bookmark: bookmark15]I read (for, during) three hours, (at, from) 9:00 p.m. (until, by) 12:00.
h. [bookmark: bookmark16]Did you meet Prof. Thapa (at, during) your stay in Butwal?
i. [bookmark: bookmark17]The train is (on, in) time. It will arrive (in, by) three hours.
j. [bookmark: bookmark18]Is your birthday (in, on) April? Mine is (in, on) April 7.
k. [bookmark: bookmark19]Come (by, on) 8:00 if you can; no one will be seated at the theater (after, since) 8:30.



l. I try to get to school (in, on) time to have a cup of coffee before my first class.
m. Columbus discovered America (in, on) 1492.
n. The projector broke down twice (for, during) the showing of the film.
o. He had been waiting here (during, since) noon.
Exercise 3
Choose the correct preposition in parentheses in the exercises given below:
a. Do you live (at, on) Pradasani Marga (in, on) Kathmandu?
b. I hung the picture (above, on) the fireplace.
c. She walked (in, into) the kitchen and put her packages (on, over) the table.
d. Is Jenisha (at, in) home? No, she is (on, at) the library.
e. Muna is sitting (in, on) the sofa (at, in) the living room.
f. Kapilvastu is situated (in, between) Aghakhanchi and Rupandehi.
g. Binod found a note pinned (in, on) his door which said: “Meet me (at, in) the corner of Newroad.”
h. Don’t forget to put your return address (in, on) the envelope.
i. He sat (near, against) the camp fire.
j. Mr. Flanagan, who is (from, of) Ireland, is staying (at, to) his sister’s home in Boston.
k. [bookmark: bookmark20]Someone has spilled ink (in, on) this rug and has burned a hole (in, on) that one.
l. [bookmark: bookmark21]The door was locked; so I shoved the letter (under, around) the door.
m. [bookmark: bookmark22]He piled the books (above, on top of) the table.
n. [bookmark: bookmark23]He arrived (in, at) Switzerland last week.
o. [bookmark: bookmark24]You are ahead of me. Your name is (above, at the top of) the list.
[bookmark: bookmark25][bookmark: bookmark26][bookmark: bookmark27]Exercise 4
[bookmark: bookmark28][bookmark: bookmark29][bookmark: bookmark30]Fill in the blanks with the appropriate prepositions:
a. [bookmark: bookmark31]They arrived	…….Bombay…….	8:00p.m…….	July	30.
b. [bookmark: bookmark32]Charles lives …….	College Avenue…….	an	apartment.
c. [bookmark: bookmark33]Pashupati asked me to go …….	him	to buy a pair …….	shoes.
d. [bookmark: bookmark34]Mr. Maraseni has …….   a grey suit today.


e. This story was written……….	Edgar	Alan Poe.
f. My aunt stayed at our house……….	two weeks.
g. Niru is a good housekeeper; she always sweeps……….	the	bed.
h. They had to drive ……….	 the block four times before they found a
parking place.
i. There is an ink spot……….	the collar. ……….	your	shirt.
j. Please write……….	ink,	and don’t forget to write……….	every
other line.
k. Did you receive a letter……….	your brother yesterday?
l. The bus will not leave……….	fifteen	minutes.
m. Mr. Bhusal always entertains us……….	telling	stories of his
experiences.
n. Does this bus go……….	Capital City?
o. He dived……….	the	lake.
Exercise 5
Put the appropriate preposition in the blank spaces:
a. His father worked ……. this	factory ……. July	till
[bookmark: _GoBack]September.
b. We made lots of friends when we were…….Kathmandu.
c. The restaurant opens…….	the	evening only.
d. Put a stamp…….	the	envelope.
e. Do you get up early…….	the	morning?
f. People invite their friends and relatives…….	Dashain.
g. They'll finish this work…….	two	weeks.
h. I like to go to a party…….	New	Year's Eve.
i. Her mother is working…….	the	kitchen table.
j. 	Anjali has a drawing book open…….	the table.
k. 	What time do we have to be…….	the	airport?
l. Please don't interfere…….	my	personal affairs.
m. 	You can buy stamps…….	the	post office.
n. 	Do you believe…….	ghosts?
o. 	His dog sometimes digs a hole and crawls…….	it.

	

image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




