[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]Unit 15 Direct and Indirect Speech
Read the following text and note down the direct and indirect speech in the table below:
THE BOY WHO CRIED "WOLF ! "
One of the boys in a village was sent out into fields to look after the sheep.
“Mind you take care of them and don't let them stray,” said the villagers to him. “And keep a good look out for wolves. Don't go far away: and if you see a wolf coming near the sheep, shout out 'Wolf!' as loudly as you can, and we will come at once to help you."
"All right!" said the boy, "1 will be careful."
So every morning he drove his sheep out to the hillside and watched them all day. And when evening came, he drove them home again.
But after a few days he got rather tired of this lonely life. Nothing happened and no wolves came. So one afternoon he said to himself: "These villagers have given me a very stupid job. I think I will play a trick on them just for fun."
So he got up and began shouting as loudly as he could, "Wolf ! Wolf!"
The people in the village heard him, and at once they came running with sticks.
"Wolf Wolf !" shouted the boy; and they ran faster. At last they came up to him. Out of breath, "Where is the wolf?" they panted. But the boy only laughed and said; "'There is no wolf. 1 only shouted in fun. And it was fun to see you all running as hard as you could !" The men were very angry. "You young rascal !" they said. "If you play a trick like that again, we will beat you instead of the wolf." And they went back to their work in the village.
For some days the boy kept quiet. But he got restless again, and said to himself; "I wonder if they will come running again if I cry 'Wolf!' once more. It was such fun the last time." So once more he began shouting , "Wolf! Wolf!"
The villagers heard him. Some said, "That boy is up to his tricks again." But others said, "It may be true this time; and if there really is a wolf, we shall lose some of our sheep." So they seized their sticks, and ran out of the village to the hillside.
"Where is the wolf?" they cried, as they came up. "Nowhere !" said the boy laughing. "It was fun to see you running up the hill as fast you could."
"We will teach you to play jokes," shouted the angry men; and they seized the boy and gave him a good beating, and left him crying instead of laughing.
A few days later a wolf really did come. When the boy saw it, he was very frightened and began shouting "Wolf! Wolf! Help  !  Help  !" as loudly as he could. The villagers heard him, but they took no notice.
"He is playing his tricks again," they said. "We won't be made fools for a third time. You can't believe a boy after you have caught him lying twice."
So no one went to his help, and the wolf killed several sheep and frightened the boy nearly out of his wits.


Direct and Indirect Speech
Read the following sentences
a. A: He said, "I am intending to do a job."
B: He said that he was intending to do a job.
b. A: The boy said, "They are making a noise."
B: The boy said that they were making a noise.
c. A: Babita said, "Where do you live?"
B: Babita asked where I lived.
d. [bookmark: bookmark3]A: She said,"Are you fine today?"
B: She asked if I was fine that day.
There are two forms of reported speech. For direct quotes, the original speaker's exact words are used within quotation marks. For indirect quotes, the original words are paraphrased and the quotation marks are deleted.
In the above sentences 'A' are related to the direct speech and the sentences 'B' are related to the indirect speech. They are used to report what someone has said.
Direct Speech
If the speaker's saying is said without making any change to it, it is said to be the direct speech. There are two parts in the direct speech; Reporting Part and Reported Speech.
For example:
	
[bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark5][bookmark: bookmark6]He said to me, "I am ill today."

He said to me = Reporting Part 
Said = Reporting Verb
He= Speaker/Reporter
Reported Speech/Part
We put comma (,) between reporting part and reported speech and the reported speech is enclosed with the inverted commas ("...")
Indirect Speech
If the saying of the speaker is reported by someone without changing its meaning, it is said to be in the indirect speech.


For example:
Direct	: She said, "You are very good at Science."
Indirect	: She said that I was very good at Science.
Direct	: Alisha said, "I have not paid the fee."
Indirect	: Alisha said that she had not paid the fee.
In the reported speech the inverted commas are avoided. It is not the original speech of the speaker; it is rather modified or reported by the second person.
Rules for changing the direct speech into the indirect speech.
1. If the tense of the reporting verb is present or future, the tense of the reported speech is not changed. For example:
· Hari says, “I will complete the course.”
 Hari says that he will complete the course.
· Sita will say to Jiban,” I will come tomorrow.” 
Sita will tell Jiban that she will go the following day. 
· Bina says to Binay, “I am writing an essay.”
 Bina tells Binay that she is writing an essay.
In these above sentences, the bold words are reporting verbs. 
2. If the reported speech expresses a universal truth, a scientific fact or a habitual action, the tense of the reported speech is unchanged even if the reporting verb is past tense.
For examples:
a. He said, "The earth moves round the sun."
He said that the earth moves round the sun.
b. My father said, "Slow and steady wins the race." 
My father said that slow and steady wins the race.
c. [bookmark: bookmark7]She said, "It rains in July." 
She said that it rains in July.
3. [bookmark: bookmark8]If the reporting verb is in the past tense, the verb in the reported speech
is changed as follows.
	Direct Speech
	Indirect Speech
	Examples

	Simple Present (V1/V5)
	Past Verb (V2)
	He said, “We eat pizza.” 
He said that they ate pizza.


	 


	Present Continuous Tense
(is/am/are+ V4+...)
	Past Continuous (was/were+ V4)
	Sashank said, “She is taking rest.”
Sashank said that she was taking rest.

	Present Perfect
(has/have+ V3)
	Past Perfect
(had + V3)
	He said, “They have not come to school.”
He said that they had not come to school.

	Present Perfect Continuous (has/have been+ V4)
	Past Perfect Continuous (had been + V4)
	Saru said, “I have been watching the television.”
Saru said that she had been watching the television.

	Simple Past (V2)
	Past Perfect (had + V3)
	He said, “I lost my pen.”
He said that he had lost his pen.

	Past Continuous
(was/were+ V4)
	Past Perfect
Continuous (had been + V4)
	She said, “You were not listening me.”
She said that I had not been listening her.

	Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous
	No change
	….

	can/may/will/ shall...
	could/might/would/ should
	Ranju said, “1 can solve the problem.”
Ranju said that she could solve the problem.
Rachana said, “You may go out." Rachana said that I might go out. Sashi said, “I will search the answer.”
Sashi said that he would search the answer.

	could/might/would/used to/ had better/ ought to/ etc.
	No change
		……

	have to
	had to
	Bimala said, “1 have to work very sincerely.”
Bimala said that she had to work very sincerely.



	 	



	had to
	had had to
	Nitesh said, “Hritik had to obey his parents.”
Nitesh said that Hritik had had to obey his parents.

	do/does + not
	did not
	My mother said, “The curry does not taste good.”
My mother said that the curry did not taste good.

	did not
	had not + V3
	Dinesh said, “Jwala did not return Kathmandu on time.”
Dinesh said that Jwala had not returned Kathmandu on time.


4.  Rules for changing pronoun
1 2 3 —> Reported speech
SON-> Reporting part
S = Subject
O = Object
N = No change
1. - 1st Person
2. - 2nd Person
3. - 3rd Person
a. The first person of the reported speech is changed according to the subject of the reporting part.
i. He said to me, "I am fine." (He = Subject, me = obj, I = 1st person) 
He told me that he was fine.
ii. She said to me, “1 went to temple.”
She told me that she had gone to temple.
b. The second person is changed according to the object of the reporting part.
i. She said to me, “You are good at study.” (Me= Object, You = 2nd person) 
She told me that I was good at study.
ii. Hari said to Muna “you have scored good marks.”
Hari told Muna that she had scored good marks.
c. [bookmark: bookmark9]The third person is not changed at all.
i. [bookmark: bookmark10]Subash said to Heera, "She can write a letter."
 Subash told Heera that she could write a letter.
ii. [bookmark: bookmark11]Jyoti said," They are making noise."
 Jyoti said that they were making noise.



5. Adverbial are changed as given in the table
	Direct Speech
	Indirect Speech
	Direct Speech
	Indirect Speech

	here
	there
	these
	those

	this
	that
	come
	go

	now
	then
	today
	that day

	tonight
	that night
	yesterday
	the previous day / the day before

	ago
	before
	next week
	the following week

	this week
	that week
	last day/week/year etc.
	the previous day week/year etc.

	the day after tomorrow
	two days later
	two days/weeks/
years
	two days/weeks/ years before

	next week/month
year
	the following week/ month/year
	tomorrow
	the next day/ the following day

	this morning/ evening/night
	that morning/ evening/night
	
	


Read the following table
	Kinds of sentences
	Direct
	Indirect
	Conjunctions

	Assertive/statement
	says to, say, said to, said, will say to, etc.
	tells, say, told, said, will tell, etc.
	that

	Interrogative
	said/said to
	asked/ questioned, inquired, of, demanded of
	if/whether/ wh- word

	Imperative
	said/said to
	ordered/told/ advised/forbade/ requested/begged/ commanded/ asked etc.
	to/not to

	Optative
	said/said to
	wished/blessed, cursed/prayed
	that

	Exclamatory
	said/said to
	exclaimed with sorrow/joy/ happiness/surprise/ Joyous/satisfaction etc.
	that


		


Basic points to be remembered:
a. The reported speech is put within the inverted commas ("..”)
b. The reported speech always begins with a capital letter.
c. A comma is used to separate the reported speech from the reporting part in the direct speech.
d. The comma and the inverted commas of the direct speech are deleted in the indirect speech.
e. The reported speech is introduced with the conjunctions like ‘that’, ‘if’, ‘whether’, ‘to’ and the tense, pronoun and some adverbial are changed.
f. The tense of the reported speech is changed to the corresponding past if the reporting verb is past tense.
g. If the reported speech expresses a universal truth, a scientific fact or habitual action, the tense of the reported speech is unchanged.
h. The tense of the reporting verb is never changed.
i. If the reporting verb is in present or future tense, the tense of the reported speech is not changed.
[bookmark: bookmark12][bookmark: bookmark13][bookmark: bookmark14]Exercise 1
a. [bookmark: bookmark15]Nirmala said to me, "Next week I will meet my aunt in Biratnagar."
b. [bookmark: bookmark16]She said, "We should tell her the truth."
c. [bookmark: bookmark17]The Principal said, "Who broke the windows?"
d. [bookmark: bookmark18]He said, "Jamuna wants to sing at the concert next week."
e. [bookmark: bookmark19]Hasana said to the teacher, "Please, explain that to me again."
f. [bookmark: bookmark20]Suzanne said to us, "I lived in Damauli some years ago."
g. [bookmark: bookmark21]Everybody said, "This dress suits you very well."
h. [bookmark: bookmark22]Mr. Clever said to the lazy boy, "Did you copy your homework?"
i. [bookmark: bookmark23]Mother said to us, "Don't cheat your teachers."
j. [bookmark: bookmark24]The little boy said, "I didn't tell anybody about that."
k. [bookmark: bookmark25]He said, "I like this song."
l. [bookmark: bookmark26]"Where is your sister?" she asked me.
m. [bookmark: bookmark27]"I don't speak Maithali," she said.
n. [bookmark: bookmark28]"Say hello to Jim," they said.
o. [bookmark: bookmark29]"The film began at seven o'clock," he said.


Exercise 2
a. Binod said, "When was the last time you saw her?"
b. My friend said, "Did you enjoy her birthday party last night?"
c. Tina said to me, "Have you ever dyed your hair?'
d. Sumanta said to Roshani," Roses are my favourite flowers."
e. The weather man said to me, "Summer in Nepal is very hot."
f. My brother said to me, "Are you going to visit her in hospital?"
g. Simran said to her friend, "I have a collection of masks hanging on the wall."
h. The dancing instructor said, "Can you dance Maruni Naanch?"
i. The pupil said, "May I please be excused?"
j. Giriraj said, "Will you give me her phone number so I can phone her later?"
k. Shyam said, "I am looking forward to seeing you soon."
l. My mother said to me, "Drive carefully!"
m. Saraswata said to me, "I hope you will do well on the English exam next week."
n. My father said, "Where have I put my glasses?"
o. Monika said, "Why can't I ever switch on this television?"
Exercise 3
Change from Indirect into Direct Speech:
a. Bhimsen said he had enjoyed himself very much.
b. She said that she was almost sure.
c. He asked me how long it would take me to go home.
d. She asked me if I had listened to the 9 o'clock news
e. He asked me if I was going to stay in.
f. She asked him if he would go home by bus.
g. [bookmark: bookmark30]My friend asked me where I had bought my car from.
h. [bookmark: bookmark31]Biral told Sandhya to be careful.
			



i. He told the children to stop that noise.
j. She told him not to wait for her outside the cinema.
k. He commanded to shout at each other.
l. Madhu said that the sun rises from the east.
m. Resham said that slow and steady wins the race.
n. We claimed that we done our homework.
o. She blessed him that he might live long.
Exercise 4
Put these sentences into indirect speech.
a. “What an excellent suggestion you gave!,” said Jimmy to me.
b. “How gracious of you to have remembered my birthday!”, said Pooja to her uncle.
c. “Oh God, what a traffic jam we’ve been caught in! I’m sure to miss the train,” said Anshu.
d. “How beautiful these paintings are!”, said Rajan. “I wonder who has painted them.”
e. “Welcome to Sonal’s birthday party!”, said Sonal’s mother to her friends. “I hope you will enjoy yourselves.”
f. “May God bless you with a glorious success!”, said Rahul’s mother to him.
g. “May God save me from sin!”, I prayed.
h. I said to Raman, “Did Subhu inform you that she would be late?”
i. The teacher said to Jagat, “Don’t complain that this rose branch has thorns. Be thankful to God that this branch full of thorns has a rose also.”
j. While coming back home, Girish said to me, “How impressive was the speaker’s language!, But did you understand what he wanted to say?”
k. Addressing the members, the Chairman said, “Do you all agree that unless we computerize all our working, we cannot show much progress?”


l. One of the members got up and said, “If we install computers, many employees will have to be dismissed. Are you prepared that for that situation, Sir?”
m. The boys said, "Hurrah! We have won the match."
n. "So help me heaven!" he cried, "I'll never do so again."
o. He said, "May his soul rest in peace in heaven."
Exercise 5
Change the following sentences into direct speech.
a. He said that he was busy.
b. Sahil said that he does not like milk in his tea.
c. The boy said that he would do the work then.
d. He told me that he had been suffering from fever.
e. My father promised me to bring an ice-cream if I obeyed my mother.
f. Bimal told him that he should be more careful at his work.
g. She said that they had to jump.
h. She asked Sanjay if he knew the way to the airport.
i. Hari asked Gita when he would come back.
j. The girl asked if she would go out for shopping.
k. He requested me to open the door so that cool air would get in.
l. Lila proposed to her friends that they should have a picnic.
m. He said that he might be allowed to tell the story.
n. The girl wished that she could have the wings of a bird.
o. The boys exclaimed with delight that they had reached the peak.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
