Unit 12 Article
Read the text below:
Once a mischievous boy lived in a village that stood in the feet of a hill. One day he thought of having fun at the cost of his fellow-villagers. Standing on a high rock, he shouted at the top of his voice, "Lion! Lion! Come, save me" The villagers heard the shout and ran to help him. But when they reached there, they could see no lion and the boy was perfectly all right. The boy laughed at the villagers saying, "No Lion ; I did it only for fun." The villagers got highly annoyed and came back with an air of anger. Few days later the boy repeated the whole act. Again the villagers went to his rescue but were duped again. Now they decided not to be fooled by him anymore. Unfortunately, one day, the lion really came there. Now the boy shouted, "Lion! Lion!" As loud as he could. But nobody came to help him out. The lion attacked the boy. The boy struggled hard to save himself but within few minutes, the beast killed him. So, once a liar, always a liar.
The bold words in the above text are articles.
The words 'a', 'an', and 'the' are called articles. They come with nouns to point out the general and specific meanings. They belong to the class of words known as determiners that are used before nouns.
[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]Examples
· [bookmark: bookmark3]He is an honorable person.
· [bookmark: bookmark4]Yesterday, I saw a ewe, a lamb and an owl.
· [bookmark: bookmark5]The man who is sitting under the tree is my uncle.
· [bookmark: bookmark6]The man who is standing by the river is an honest man.
	 


There are two types of articles: Indefinite and Definite
Indefinite 	 A /An
 Definite	 The
i. Indefinite Articles: A/An
'A' and 'An' are known as indefinite articles. They are used before the singular countable noun. They do not indicate any specific person or thing.
· [bookmark: bookmark7][bookmark: bookmark8]Use of 'A'
We use the article 'a' before the singular countable noun that begins with consonant sound. It depends upon the pronunciation of word.
[bookmark: bookmark10][bookmark: bookmark11][bookmark: bookmark9]For examples
· Sita is a dancer.
· He wants to buy a car.
· His car struck a tree.
· Look at that man. He is a European.
[bookmark: bookmark12][bookmark: bookmark13][bookmark: bookmark14]The article 'a' is used in exclamations. For examples:
· What a pretty girl!
· What a wonderful creation!
· Such a long queue!
[bookmark: bookmark17]The article ’a’ is also used to show a unit of something.
[bookmark: bookmark15][bookmark: bookmark16][bookmark: bookmark18]Examples:
· Please, bring me a cup of tea.
· I want a half-kilo of rice.
· [bookmark: bookmark21][bookmark: bookmark19][bookmark: bookmark20][bookmark: bookmark22]Use of 'an'
We use the article 'an' before the singular countable noun that begins with the vowel sound. It does not depend upon the vowel letter but it depends on the vowel sound.
		


For examples:
· Mr. Sharma is an engineer.
· She saw an owl.
· Atul gave me an apple.
· My friend gave me an interesting book to read.
• Singular countable nouns that start with the 'h' letter come with 'a' when it is pronounced but they come with 'an' when it is silent.
For example:
	'h' is silent
	'h' is pronounced
	'h' is silent
	'h' is pronounced

	an hour
	a horse
	an hourglass
	a hat

	an honest person
	a hunter
	an hour work
	a half yearly exam

	an heir
	a hammer
	an heirloom
	a hall

	an heiress
	a hamburger
	an honourable
	a house


· In most cases, the letters 'e', 'o' and 'u' are pronounced as vowels but sometimes they are pronounced as consonants.
For example:
	an engineer
an ox
	a ewe, a European, a eucalyptus etc. (/yu/ sound) a one-eyed man, a one-way ticket, a one-legged man etc. (one begins with consonant /w/)

	an ugly girl
	a university, a union, a unicorn, a unique object, a unit, a universe, a user, a uniform etc.


· Sometimes the abbreviated letters which start with vowel sound begins with 'an' and which start with consonant sound begins with 'a'.
For example:
	an FM
	a BBC
	an MA
	an I. SC.
	a P.HD
	a B.A.
	an MBBS
	a VIP

	a WHO
	an SOS
message
	a UNESCO
	an NTC
staff
	an MLA
	a UFO
	an ELT
	a BA

	Abbreviations that start with A, E, F, H, I, L, M, N, 0, R, S and X often give vowel sounds.
Abbreviations that start with B, C, D, G, J, K, P, Q, T, U, V, W, Y and Z often give consonant sounds.


		


Note : Use 'a' or 'an' with a singular countable noun.
Do not use 'a' or 'an' with a plural or uncountable noun. Use 'a' with a noun that starts with a consonant sound.
Use 'an' with a noun that starts with a vowel sound.
ii. Definite: The
We use the article 'The' before the noun (both singular and plural) that is particularized, specified and mentioned for the second time. It is known as definite article because it indicates a specific person or thing.
For example:
The boy who is wearing a hat is my brother.
The apple which you ate was not delicious.
Once upon a time, there lived an old man. The old man was very greedy in nature.
We use ’the' in the following contexts:
1. Before any noun when we want to particularize it:
· We want to buy the plot which was bought by Hariram Agrawal. 
· She has brought the cell-phone that was bought in the Civil Mall. 
· The girl who is in kurta and salwar is my sister.
· He is the only son of the Devkota family.
2. with double comparatives:
· The sooner, the better.
· The cleverer you be, the more successful you become.
· The more you read, the better result you deserve.
· The stronger you are, the braver you become.

Always use 'the' with the names of the following nouns.


	before the superlative degree
	the richest, the longest, the highest, the largest, the most beautiful

	before the religious book
	the Ramayana, the Quran, the Bhagwat Geeta, the Bible etc

	before the Newspaper
	the Kantipur, the Himalayan Times, The New York Times etc.





	before deserts and canals
	the Sahara, the Thar, the Gobi, the Suez canal, the Panama Canal

	before rivers and seas
	the Karnali, the Bagmati. the Nile, the Amazon, the Dead Sea

	before the oceans and islands
	the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Isle of Man, ...

	before the plural names of countries
	the Philipines, the United States, the Netherlands, the UK, the USSR etc.

	before plural names of families
	the Brahmins, the Gurungs, the Yadavs, the Chhetris etc.

	before the things that are unique of their kinds (celestial bodies)
	the earth, the sun, the moon, the universe etc.

	before the mountain ranges
	the Himalayas , the Alps, the Andes etc.

	before the names of historical buildings
	the Taj Mahal, the Kasthamandap, the Naryanhiti Palace etc.

	before the directions and pole
	the east, the west, the south pole etc.

	before the musical instruments
	the guitar, the harmonium, the flute etc.

	before the scientific inventions
	the radio, the television, the computer etc.

	when a singular noun is meant to represent a whole class
	The cow is a useful animal.
The horse is a noble animal, etc.

	before the ordinal number
	the first, the ninth, the fiftieth, twelfth etc.

	before the adjectives when the noun is understood as
	The poor are always with us.
The rich are selfish.

	before the names of mountain range (not before mountain)
	the Mahabharat range, the Churiya range, the Mahalangur etc.

	before the day breaks
	in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening.

	before the nouns that represent the whole class
	The tiger is dangerous. The dog eats bone. The donkey carries load.

	before the adjectives that represent a class of person
	The poor, the youth, the rich, the intelligent, the old etc.

	before the post or positions
	the teacher, the doctor, the postman


	 


	before the names of ships
	The Titanic, the Mary Celeste, the Die Gratia

	before the special meals
	the wedding party, the dinner given in the birthday etc.


Omission of the article
· Do not use article with proper nouns, e.g. Birendra was a wise ruler.
· Do not use article with abstract nouns, e.g. Beauty pleases our eyes.
· Do not use article with material nouns, e.g. Gold is an expensive metal. We do not use article with meals, e.g. They have invited me to dinner.
· Do not use article with names of relation: father, mother, sister, aunt, brother etc.
· Do not use article with home. E.g. She is at home.
· We do not use article before school, college, church, market, temple, hospital, bed etc. if they are used in the sentences for their primary purposes, e.g. They go to school every day.
· We do not use article before the names of sports, e.g. football, ball, chess, hockey, badminton, cricket etc.
· Articles are not used before the names of mountain peaks and countries,
· e.g. Mount Everest is the highest peak in the world.
· Articles are not used before the noun if it is followed by a number, e.g. He lives in Street 18. He goes by bus number 7726.
· No article is used with diseases, colours, seasons, months, days etc.
· No article is used before languages: Maithili, German, Nepali, Hindi, English etc.
Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the suitable articles where necessary:
a. I had ……	very bad night; I didn’t sleep ……	wink.
b. He is ……	vegetarian; you won’t get ……	meat at his house.
c. ……..youngest	boy has just started going to ……	school;	……
eldest boy is at……	college.
		



d. I went to……….school to talk to……….headmistress.
e. I persuaded the teacher to let Ann give up ……….gymnastics and
Take…………..ballet lessons instead.
f. There was………..knock on……….door.
g. Are Babu and Saraswati	……….cousins?
h. ……..postman’s little boy says that he’d rather be………….dentist than………….doctor, because……………dentists………	don’t get called out at ………night.
i. Would you like to hear ……………	 story	about ……………	 Englishman
………Irishman and………	Scotsman?

j. “……..	 modern burglars don’t hide under ……………	 beds.”	said her
daughter.
k. ……… most of ………	 stories	that ………	 people	tell about
………native American aren’t true.
l. On………	Sundays my father stays in………	bed till ten o’clock,
reading	………Sunday Papers.
m. I have ……… 	 little	money left; let’s have dinner in 	………
restaurant.
n.  I hope you have………	lovely time and………	good weather.
o. 	During……… 	meal he gives her ………	instructions about ………	
garden and she tells him………	village gossip.

Exercise 2
Fill in the blank spaces with 'a', 'an', or 'the' where necessary.
a. My mother goes to ……….	church in ……..	 morning, and in……..
	afternoon she goes to visit……..friends.
b. Tobacco is one of …… most important products of ………
South.
c. ………fresh air is needed for all people.
d. ……… cotton which comes from 	……… Terai is better than
cotton which comes from………hilly region.



e. …….	air in this room is fresh.
f. …. important products which we get from …. Nepal	are….tea, ….	coffee, and ….	rice.
g. ….telephone seldom rings in our home.
h. ….silver is ….	conductor of….	electricity.
i.  I get on ….	train at ….	same  place every day.
j. …. rain and 	…. sun	are needed for ….	 raising
of.	vegetables.
k. Pankaj is waving to us from across….	street.
l. ….sun is shining but part of	….sky is still covered with
clouds.
m. ….women use much make-up.
n.  Sometimes everyone must take….	medicine.
o. ….	coffee will keep you awake all night.
Exercise 3
Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles where necessary.
a. ….medicine which….	doctor	prescribed helped me cure
my illness.
b. ….tea seems to keep some people awake.
c. He likes to study….	French.
d. In that course, we study………. 	history	of all ….	 important
countries of Asia.
e. He went to….Spain last month.
f. When you go to….	Spain,	be sure to see….	Madrid.
g. He works in ….	building at….	comer of ….	New plaza.
h. ……..Tokyo is……….	largest city in…….	World.
i. ……….traffic on……….	Tripureshwor is heavy everyday.
j. …………..largest river in……….	Nepal	is……….	Koshi.
k. ………….New York subway trains are very comfortable.
	 	


l. 	……….climate of	……….Western Nepal is very nice all year,
m. 	………. capital of ……….	 Nepal is  ……….        Kathmandu,	but……….
capital of……….	China is Beijing.
n. 	……….Civil Mall has some good varieties of goods,
o. 	……….President will be on……….	TV tonight.
Exercise 4
Fill in the blank spaces choosing the best alternatives from the parenthesis.
a. We need to be at	……….in an hour, (the airport, airport)
b. Blast! I forgot to……….	(go to the bank/go to bank)
c. I'm tired. I'm going to……….	now. (go to bed, go to the bed)
d. We always   ……….       before we leave for work, (make bed, make the
bed)
e. What time do you……….	(have breakfast, have the breakfast)
f. Have you seen……….	in the new delicatessen? (the cheese, cheese)
g. Holistic medicine is practiced by……….	(the Chinese, Chinese)
h. I hate going to	………. don't you? (the church, church)
i. We met for drinks in Kwality Food Cafe near  ……….        (Kalanki,	the
Kalanki)
j. I'm nervous because I've got to go to……….	(the dentist, dentist)
k. I'm having……….	at Sapkota's tonight, (the dinner, dinner)
l. Why didn't someone tell me he was in….	? (the hospital, hospital)
m. All politicians should be sent to	(the prison, prison)
n. I listen to……….	in the morning, (the radio, radio)
o. That pub is somewhere in……….	of the city, (the south, south)
         


Exercise 5
Fill in the blank spaces with appropriate articles where necessary.
a.  Manoj goes to university every day. In his backpack there is….book, …..	
pencil case, 	….. apple and…..	egg and mayonnaise sandwich. Some days
he also buys…..	ice-cream for dessert. Today he has…..	English exam. The
exam is not very difficult. He writes …..	short story about…..	adventurer. The
story begins like this: “It is …..	special day for Sunita. At ten o'clock in the
morning he gets on …..	plane. His destination is India...”

b.  Mr. Min Prasad Gautam is…..	bank manager. He works in	
bank in…..	center of …..	Kathmandu. Every morning he gets up at
seven o’clock, has …..	breakfast and …..	cup of …..	coffee, and
reads …..	Kantipur National Daily. Then he goes to …..	work by
	…..motorbike. In …..	morning, he usually makes …..	telephone calls, sees …..	customers and	…..dictates…..	letters. He
has …..	 lunch	at …..	 restaurant near 	….. bank.	In …..	
afternoon he works until five or five-thirty, and then goes…..	home. He
doesn’t work on	…..Saturdays or public holidays; he goes to …..	
cinema or reads. He likes …..	 novels	and …..	 history. He is
married. He has …..	mother in…..	Parbat and	…..only one
brother in…..	Japan. He lives with his family in…..	Kathmandu.
He has…..	very happy family.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
