[bookmark: bookmark3][bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark5] Unit 9 Conjunctions
Read the text given below:
The Mice
Mice live in our walls but do not trouble our kitchen. We are pleased but cannot understand why they do not come into our kitchen where we have traps set. Although we are pleased, we are also upset, because the mice behave as though there were something wrong with our kitchen. What makes this even more puzzling is that our house is much less tidy than the houses of our neighbors. We like to watch them in spite of their silly activities. There is more food lying about in our kitchen, more crumbs on the counters and filthy scraps of onion kicked against the base of the cabinets. In fact, there is so much loose food in the kitchen 1 can only think the mice themselves are defeated by it. In a tidy kitchen, it is a challenge for them to find enough food night after night to survive until spring. They patiently hunt and nibble hour after hour until they satisfied. It is said that the mice nibble in order to control their teeth room from growing larger. In our kitchen, however, they are faced with something strange to their experience that they cannot deal with it. They might venture out a few steps, but soon the overwhelming sights and smells drive them back into their holes, uncomfortable and embarrassed at not being able to scavenge as they should.

The bold words mentioned in the above text are conjunctions. These words re used to join words, phrases or sentences. They also are called linkers or connectors.
There are three kinds of conjunctions - coordinating, subordinating and correlative. They are described very briefly:
1. Coordinating Conjunction
Coordinating conjunctions are used to join two independent words, phrases, 	 


clauses or sentences. They are of equal importance or rank. Some coordinate conjunctions are described in the following table.
	Conjunction
	Meaning
	Example

	And
	Joins two words or ideas. It also introduces an additional idea
	· She visited India and China.
· My father and mother have arranged a birthday party.
· She called her friend and left home.

	But
	Introduces a contrasting, opposite or conflicting ideas
	· I tried my best but I didn't succeed.
· I requested to bring a glass of water but the waiter brought a glass of milk.
· You are honest but not forward.

	Or
	Introduces a choice or second possibility
	· What do you prefer - tea or coffee?
· You can study Science or Management faculty.
· Sit silently or get out from here.

	so
	It shows result
	· She got married so she left her job.
· I suffered from high fever so I didn't take my regular classes.
· Pranesh is very hardworking student so I gave him the responsibility of class captain.

	yet
	however
	· She looks smiling, yet she is carrying out domestic problem. 
· He is poor, yet he is happy.
· I went to the market, yet I didn't buy anything.


[bookmark: bookmark0]

2. Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunction allows us to show which idea is more and which is less important. In other words, they are used to join two statements, one of which is dependent on the other. They supply a time, reason, condition and so on for the main clause. Some of the subordinating conjunctions are described briefly.
i) Reason connectives (because/ as/ since/ because of/ so/ therefore)
· Reason connectives join a statement and a reason.
	 


· 'Because', 'as', 'since' and 'because of 'are placed before reason but 'therefore' and 'so' are placed after reason.
· [bookmark: bookmark1]'Because of' needs a noun phrase, not a sentence.
For example:
· Vimal did not eat spicy food because he was suffering from gastritis.
· Rabindra did not join his regular classes as study was not a prime concern for him.
· I took a long holiday in my school since I had an important work in abroad.
· Nishan is selected as the monitor of the class because of his intelligence.
· I am going to take extra classes therefore/so I can do better in my examination.
ii) Purpose connectives (to/ in order to/ for I so that)
· [bookmark: bookmark2]Purpose connectives join an action and a purpose.
· All these connectives are placed before purpose.
· Write V1 or base form of verb after 'to' and 'in order to' and V4 (V ing form of the verb) and noun phrase after 'for'
· Write the sentence based on the structure ' Subject + can/ could + V1 + (object)' after 'so that'
For examples:
· I went to Kalimati to/ in order to buy fresh vegetables.
· I bought a harmonium so that I can learn myself at home.
· I telephoned my friend for making a holiday plan.
· She went to the USA for higher study.
iii) [bookmark: bookmark6]Connectives of Unexpected Result (though/ although/ even though/ in spite of I despite/ however/ nevertheless)
All these connectives join a situation and its unexpected result.
For example
· [bookmark: bookmark7]Hritik was happy although/ even though/ though he failed the exam. In the above sentence,
Hritik was happy, (situation)
He failed the exam, (unexpected result)


· I kept on continuing my study inspite of/despite my poor economic condition.
· They planned to reach Surkhet, however/nevertheless they returned from Nepalgunj.
iv) Relative pronoun connectives, (who/ whose/ whom/ what/ which/ where that/ when/ how/ why)
· Who/ whose/ whom relate person. For example
· I asked a question to Ramesh who is the first student.
· This is the boy whose father is a doctor.
· I never forget my student whom I took a long interview about ECA.
· Which/ what/ that relate things. For example:
· Shechosea is a coat which/ that was made in China.
· I did what my teacher suggested.
· 'Where' relates place. For example:
I went to the place where I was born.
· 'When' relates time. For example:
It was eight in the morning when I had a first call from my friend. 
· 'How' relates manner/ way. For example:
This is the way how I deal with the patients.
· 'Why' relates reason. For example:
The teachers' encouragement is only the reason why I started joining my new classes.

v) Time connectives
(before/ after, when/ while, till/ until, as long as/ as soon as)
· All these connectives join two actions: first action and second action
· 'after', 'when/ while', 'as long as/ as soon as' are placed after the first action whereas 'before, till/ until are placed after the second action.
Some examples
· The house had burnt (1st action) before the fire-extinguisher came.
(2nd action).
· After we had completed our assignment (1st action), we showed to our Subject teacher for the approval. ( 2nd action).
	


· When pulled the brake, the car stopped.
· The mosquito beat on my ear while I was doing meditation.
· He should wait me until/ till I ring him.
· As soon as he entered into the room, the light was turned off.
· As long as we were in our trip, we enjoyed a lot.
vi) Connective in pairs (Either………..or, neither. ……nor, whether ……….
or,  not only……….	but also, so……….	that)
All the connectives join a pair of nouns/ verbs/ adverbs/ phrases/ clauses etc. as in the following examples.
· Either Aarju or Sabeena must conduct the assembly.
· Neither Bishal returns home from Korea nor he sends money for his parents.
· Not only my father but also my mother is visiting Damodar Kunda.
· You have to complete the building within this week whether you have time or not.
· He is so weak that he cannot even lift 30 kg weight.
Note:' So+ adjective/adverb + that'
3. Correlative Conjunctions
Conjunctions that are used in pairs are called correlative conjunctions. They are either-or, neither-nor, not only ... but also, both ... and, so ... that, hardly ... when, such ... that, so ... as, no sooner ... than etc. They join the same kinds of words as do the conjunctions.
For example:
· Either Karishma or I will use the room.
· You should either go to the health-post or clinic.
· They are not only worried about their study but also serious about their future.
· The service in this hotel is as friendly as we get at home.
· He is not so stupid as you think.
· No sooner does the Prime Minister arrives than the students offer the garlands.


4. Other connectives
A) if/ whether, unless ( Used to join two clauses)
· 'Whether' is often used in reporting Yes/ No questions.
· Unless is used to mean 'if not'
Some examples
· If you invite me, I will come there.
· She asked me whether I was fine.
· Unless you pay the fee, you won't get admit card
B) and, but
'And' is used to connect items where the meaning is 'also' or 'in addition to' or 'then' or 'following this'. For example,
· He went to Ham and picked some tea leaves.
· I bought an eraser, a pencil and a book.
'But' is used to join two opposing or contrasting statements or clauses,
for example,
· Roshan called me but Santosh didn't call.
· He can understand but cannot speak.
C) thinking that/ hoping that
· I called my friend hoping that he could help me in my assignment.
· The driver speed off the car thinking that nobody was driving on the road.
Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate conjunctions.
a. Judy wrote a report…….	drew a map of the Himalayas.
b. Tibet…….	Nepal lie north of India.
c. [bookmark: bookmark8]Is the Upper Nile in north …….	south Egypt?
d. [bookmark: bookmark9]Australia…….	New	Zealand is easy to reach from North America.
e. [bookmark: bookmark10]Is Mount Everest in Asia, …….	is it in Europe?
f. [bookmark: bookmark11]I have a map of India,………..		 I do not have one of Japan,
g. …… Tokyo…….	Hiroshima are in Japan.
h. [bookmark: bookmark12]Her ambition was to climb the highest mountain on each continent. ………	she planned to start with Mt. McKinley in Alaska.
	 



i. Mt. Everest is the highest at 29,028 feet,…….	two	other Himalayan
peaks are more than 28,000 feet high.
j. ,…….Mt. Fuji in Japan ,……. 	Mt. Etna in Italy is nearly as high as Mt. Everest.
k. They didn't climb the mountains ,…….	it was snowing.
l. ,…….	he understood or not, I understood very nicely.
m. Either we are going to win ,…….	they are going to win.
n. He wasn’t a popular king ,…….	all of his countrymen hated him.
o. Children go to school,…….they can learn different subjects.
Exercise 2
Join these sentences using the conjunction given in brackets:
a. I pressed a button. Water gushed out of the tap. (as soon as)
b. The light turned red. We had slowed down before that, (before)
c. Mother cooked dinner. Father helped Ritu to complete her homework, (while)
d. Sincere and hardworking people may go anywhere. They will succeed, (wherever)
e. The sun went down. A cool wind began to blow, (as)
f. What do you think of your library? How do you use your library? (and)
g. Consider the function of the library. Also think about the ways in which it serves the community, (and)
h. Our library is in a municipal building. The same building houses the town government, (and)
i. [bookmark: bookmark13]Some libraries provide a place for community meetings. Other libraries are just for reading and research, (or)
j. [bookmark: bookmark14]Small towns have limited funds for a library. Small towns may join with other nearby communities to form a regional library, (but)
k. [bookmark: bookmark15]Large cities have more than one library. Each of those libraries may house a specialized collection, such as business or health and medicine, (and)
l. [bookmark: bookmark16]No library can contain all the books its users need. Inter library loans allow readers to borrow books from other libraries, (but)
m. [bookmark: bookmark17]At the library, people can exchange community information and post notices. People can pick up tax forms and other printed material, (either, or)


	n.
	A library exhibit can highlight special events and seasonal activities. The exhibit can suggest reading related to the topic, (or)

	0.
	Libraries often have special collections of books for children. Libraries may provide story hours, films, and workshops for children, (and)


Exercise 3
Choose the best alternative from the brackets and rewrite them.
a. She will…….take a cab nor ride the bus. (either... or, neither... nor, not only... but also)
b. The team couldn’t decide …….to practice more or take a break,
(otherwise /although/whether)
c. Mr. Mishra worked hard…….he could enlarge the party,
(so /because/ so that)
d. The Manager wanted to know the reason…….he sent the resign letter,
(what/why/because)
e. 	Bikram got the job…….he	had no experience.
(because/although/ in spite of)
f. 	We waited…….the bus arrived, (till/unless/ during)

g.  Slow…….	steady wins the race, (and)
h. He won't pass the test	he…….	works hard, (unless/ if/ when)
i. The students didn't study…….	they	failed the exam,
(although/however/ therefore)
j. …….	I told the truth, you would not believe me. (So that/ Since/ Even if)
k. You'd better take a taxi…….you'll arrive late,
(however/because/ otherwise)
l.  …….	the bell rang, the students came out at once. (Before/As soon as/ When)
m. 	What would you do…….	a stranger hurt you? (when /if /although)
n. 	I couldn't meet the principal…….	he was busy in the meeting,
(because/ unless/although)
o. 	The boy…….	I met in Butwal, was an engineer, (who/whom/which)


Exercise 4
Combine the following using both...and, not only... but also, either... or, or neither... nor. The first one is done for you.
He does not have a pen. He does not have paper.
He has neither a pen nor paper.
a. Ranju enjoys horseback riding. Babu enjoys horseback riding.
b. You can have tea. You can have coffee.
c. Biparshan is not in class today. Amic is not in class today.
d. Bikrant is absent. Anil is absent.
e. She wants to buy a Mercedes. She wants to buy a Toyota.
f. The leopard faces extinction. The tiger faces extinction.
g. The library does not have the book I need. The bookstore does not have the book I need.
h. We could fly. We could take the train.
i. Jony must go to class. John must go to class.
j. Krishna speaks English. Pasang speaks English.
k. Lalita didn’t stay long. Jalasa didn’t stay long.
l. Madhu has a car garage. Prabhat has a car garage.
m. You go to temple. You go to church.
n. Samira doesn't like tea. Samira doesn't like coffee.
o. Ramesh attended the programme. His parents also came with him to attend the programme.
[bookmark: bookmark18][bookmark: bookmark19][bookmark: bookmark20]Exercise 5
Choose the best answer and fill in the blanks.
a. [bookmark: bookmark21]He didn't want him to see them…….	he left for his work early, (and/so/
although)
b. [bookmark: bookmark22]Jeevan went to the Bhatbhateni Supermarket	…….he wanted to buy
summer-wears, (so/because/but)
c. [bookmark: bookmark23]The Bagmati flows through several places…….	mixes into the Gange.
(and/or/but)
d. [bookmark: bookmark24]Rasmin didn’t stay up too late, …….	 .did she watch too much television.
(but/ nor/although)


e. I wanted to see the previews ,……………..	the movie had already started, (nor/ either/but)
f. ………	Karin ordered a salad	a baked potato, (and/neither...
nor/but)
g. The government declared public holidays……	at Id…….	at Christmas,
(either ... or, neither... nor, not only ... but also)
h. …….	 she doesn't use much sun-cream. She has very pale skin,
(although, and, or)
i. This year, he's been to China.... Brazil, (both.... and, but, and)
j. He's very tired today….	he went to bed very late last night,
(so, although, because)
k. …….	the speech …….	the music was very exciting.
( either ... or, neither .. .nor, and)
l. The policeman signaled us forward	…….we could not move,
(and, or, but)
m. He went to school…….	he was sick, (and, although, but)
n. The outfielders wear glasses …….	the sun will not blind them,
(although, and so that)
o. [bookmark: _GoBack]The boys wear jeans pants…….	the girls wear jeans pant.
(Neither ... nor, Not only ... but also, Either	or)


