[bookmark: bookmark2][bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark3]Unit 19 phrasal verbs and confusable
A. Phrasal Verbs
A phrasal verb is a verb combined with an adverb (e.g. take off, sit down) or a preposition (e.g. listen to, ask for) to give a new meaning.
Study the following phrasal verbs, their meanings and correct use.
	Phrasal verb
	Meaning
	Example

	act up
	behave badly
	Children are acting up.

	ask for
	request/ beg
	He’s asked for a bike.

	break down (1)
	to stop working
	My bike broke down on the way.

	break down (2)
	to break relation
	Their relations broke down.

	break down (3)
	become very upset and start crying
	She broke down after hearing the news.

	break in
	to get into a building or car using force, usually to steal something
	Three boys broke in the house and stole some money.

	break off
	suddenly stop speaking or doing something
	She broke off in the middle of the speech.

	break out
	start a fire, war, disease, etc. suddenly
	A fight broke out among the voters.

	break through
	to force you away through something that is holding you back
	Students broke through the barriers.

	break (sth) up
	to divide (something) into many pieces
	The child broke the doll up and threw it away.

	call back
	to telephone somebody again or to telephone somebody who telephoned you earlier
	I’ll call back you later.

	carry on
	to continue doing something
	They carry on working hard despite bad weather.

	carry out
	to do or complete something, especially something or that you have been told to do
	I was only carrying out orders properly.


			


	catch on
	to understand something, especially after a long time
	It took her a while to catch on the joke.

	catch up
	to reach someone or something that is in front of you, by going faster than them
	I catch up with you soon.

	check up
	to try to discover how somebody is progressing
	My boss is always checking up me.

	clear away
	to make a place tidy by removing things from it
	We are clearing away all old furniture.

	clear off
	to tell someone to go away immediately
	Please clear off and let me work.

	close down
	to stop operating
	The government is going to close down the illegal activities.

	come across
	to seem to be a particular type of person
	He came across as a humble person.

	come along
	to arrive or appear to a place
	The children ran away when a snake came along.

	come around
	to visit someone at their house
	Our grand children come around.

	come back
	to return to a place
	I’ve just come back from Europe.

	come down
	to break and fall to the ground
	The roof of the house came down in the storm.

	come on
	to encourage someone to do something
	Come on! Let's enjoy the party.

	come out
	to becomes available for people to buy or see
	Our new book is coming out soon.

	come over
	to move towards someone
	Come over here. I'll read the letter for you.

	come round

	to visit someone at their house
	Why don't you come round and have dinner some time?

	come through
	to receive information or a result
	Have the results of the tests come through yet?

	come up
	to move towards someone
	A beggar came up to me to ask for some money.

	cool down/off
	to become calmer, or to make someone calmer
	Please cool off/down, and then only I will talk to you.

	cut up
	(make pieces) to cut something into pieces
	May I cut up the vegetables?


		


	drive off
	to leave in a car
	I drove off early in the morning.

	eat out
	to eat at a restaurant
	Let's go to eat out today.

	fill up
	to become full, or to make something become full
	She filled up the bucket with water.

	finish up
	finally to be in a particular place, state, or situation, usually without having planned it
	I only went for two days, but finished up staying for a week.

	get about
	(travel) to a lot of places
	I want to get about the most exotic places of the world.

	get across
	successfully communicate
	We want this news to get across to everyone in the town.

	get away
	to leave or escape from a place or person
	We want to get away from the crowds.

	get back
	to return to a place
	I got home back late last night.

	get in
	to enter (a car, a small boat)
	Get in the front seat.

	get off
	leave (a bus, plane, train, boat)
	We need to get off the bus at the next stop.

	get on
	enter (a bus, train)
	Get on my bike and I will give you a ride home.

	get up
	to rise
	We get up early in the morning everyday.

	get out
	to escape from or leave a place
	I left the door open and the cat got out.

	give up
	leave or surrender something
	The police told the thief to give his gun up.

	go about
	to start to do something or deal with something
	What's the best way to go about this?

	go ahead
	to give permission or encourage to do something
	"Can I borrow your book?" "Yes, go ahead."

	go along
	to go to a place or event
	I might go along to the party after work.

	go along
	to continue doing something
	I’ll tell you the rules as we go along.

	go back
	to return to a place where you were
	When are you going back to Lahan?

	go on
	to continue doing something
	We can't go on living like this.


	  	


	go out
	to leave a place in order to go somewhere else
	Are you going out tonight?

	hand over
	to give something to someone else
	The thieves were handed over to the police.

	hang on
	to wait for a short time
	Hang on, "I’m going to complete my work.

	hang on
	to hold something tight
	Hang on, we're going over a big bump soon.

	keep on
	to continue doing something
	1 wish he wouldn't keep on working hard.

	keep up
	to increase or make progress at the same speed as something or someone
	Prices have been rising very fast and our earning can't keep up.

	live on
	survive on the money you use to buy the things that you need
	We lived on very little when we were students.

	make for
	to move towards a place
	He took his brunch and made for his office.

	make up
	make a relationship again after you have argued with them
	Have you made up with your friend yet?

	move in
	to begin living in a new home
	We're moving in next week.

	move out
	to stop living in a particular home
	He moved out when he was only eighteen.

	pass on
	to give something to someone else
	Could you pass this book on to Ajay?

	pass out
	to become unconscious
	I don't remember any more after the accident because I passed out.

	pay out
	to spend a lot of money on something, or to pay a lot of money to someone
	I've just paid out 700 to get the car fixed.

	pay up
	to give someone all of the money that you owe them
	He paid up the dues.

	pull down
	to destroy
	They've started pulling down the old cinema.

	put off
	to make someone not like someone or something, or not want to do something
	Jane was talking about her operation and it put me off my food.


	 


	ring back
	to telephone someone a second time, or to telephone someone who rang you ear earlier
	If you are busy, 1 will ring you back later.

	run into
	to hit something while you are driving a vehicle
	He drove a bike and ran into our garden.

	see off
	to go to the place that someone is leaving from in order to say goodbye to them
	My parents came to the airport to see me off.

	see out
	to take someone to the door of room or building when they are living
	Don't worry. I'll see myself out (= leave the room/building myself).

	see out
	If a shop sells out of something it sells all of that thing
	They'd sold out of bread by the time 1 got there.

	send back
	to return something to the person who sent it to you
	1 had to send the shirt back because it didn't fit me.

	set off
	to start a journey
	What time are you setting off tomorrow morning?

	set up
	to start a company or organization
	A committee has been set up to investigate the problem.

	shut up
	to stop talking or making a noise
	Just shut up and get on with your work.

	slow down
	to become slower or to make something become slower
	Slow down, your're driving too fast.

	speak out
	to give your opinion about something in public
	He decided to speak out against the bombing.

	spell out
	to explain something in a very clear way with details
	They sent me a letter, spelling out the details of the project.

	take away
	to remove something
	The waitress took our plates away.

	take in
	to understand something
	It was an interesting lecture but there was just too much to take in.

	take over
	to get control of or responsibility for something
	They've taken over a larger company.

	tear off
	to quickly remove your clothes
	He tore off her shirt and jumped into the stream.

	think up
	to produce a new idea or pain
	1 don't want to go tonight and I'm trying to think up an excuse.





	throw away
	to get rid of something
	He read the magazine and then threw it away.

	try on
	to put on a place of clothing to discover if it fits you
	Could 1 try this dress on, please?

	turn down
	to refuse an offer or request
	They did offer me the job, but
1 turned it down.

	turn out
	to be there or include
	Thousands of people turned out for the protest.

	wash away
	to remove things
	Floods washed away much of the soil.

	wipe up
	to remove a substance usually liquid, with a cloth
	Could you wipe up the windscreen?

	write down
	to write something on a piece of paper
	Did you write his phone number down?


B. Common Confusables
This section lists pairs of English words which are frequently confused in speech or writing. These 'confusables' are listed here alphabetically accompanied by brief meaning and examples to clarify the correct use of each.
1. [bookmark: bookmark4]Accept: agree to receive or undertake something offered
Rupa accepted my request.
Except: not including; other than
· All except Deepa were present.
2. [bookmark: bookmark5]Affect: to have an effect on
Exercise indirectly affects all the organs of the body.
Effect: a result or consequence
· Regular exercise has a generally beneficial effect.
3. [bookmark: bookmark6]Allegory: a story, poem, etc. which has deep meaning
I have read Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave.”
Fable: a short story typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral
· Aesop collected many fables.
4. [bookmark: bookmark7]Bail: money paid by a person for the temporary release of an accused charge or crime
· Milan was released on a bail.


Bale: a large wrapped or bound bundle of paper, hay, or cotton
· Lalita bought two bales of cotton.
5. Brake: a device for slowing or stopping a moving vehicle
· My cycle has no brakes.
Break: separate into pieces as a result of a blow Jaldeep broke the vase.
6. Birth: the emergence of a baby or other young from the body of its mother
· Wami Maidan is my birth place
Berth: a fixed narrow shelf- like bed on a ship or train.
· Kripa has got her berth reserved.
7. Card: a piece of thick, stiffpaper
· I sent a greeting card to Kritika.
Cord: a thick string or rope
· Tie thin bundle with a cord.
8. Cheque: an order to a bank to pay a stated sum from the drawer’s account
· Tara gave me a cheque of Rs.8000/-
Check: examine the accuracy, quality or condition
· Manju gets her answers checked by the teacher.
9. Course: a series of lessons or lectures on a particular subject
· We have finished our English course.
Coarse: rough or harsh surface
· The surface of the table is coarse.
10. Dairy: milk and milk products collectively
· Milk, butter and Cheese are dairy products.
Diary: a book in which one keeps a daily record of events and experience
Write these points in your diary.
11. Desert: a waterless, desolate area of land with little or no vegetation? typically covered with sand
· Sahara is the biggest desert of the world.
Dessert: the sweet dish eaten at the end of a meal
· Banana and oranges are common dessert.




12. Die: stop living
· Gangalal died for democracy.
Dye: change a colour of something
· He dyed his hair pink last Friday.
13. Elegy: a mournful poem typically a lament for a dead.
· Gauri is a famous elegy.
Eulogy: a speech or piece of writing that praises someone highly.
· Creative geniuses want to listen criticism more than empty eulogy.
14.  Elicit: evoke or draw out an answer or response.
· You have to ask right question to elicit right information.
 Illicit: unlawful
· The pastor was in illicit love with a high-school girl.
15.  Exalt: to raise, elevate or to praise highly
· The exalted style of Devkota’s poetry attracts everybody.
Exult: to feel great joy or triumph
· As the election result came out, she exulted. 
16. Facility: ease or ready ability to do something
· Firstborn children have greater verbal facility.
Faculty: an aptitude or ability to do something
· The faculty of language is the natural ability of humans to speak.
17. Faze: disturb or disconcert
· Muna was not fazed by his show of anger.
Phase: a stage or period which is a part of a longer period
· The first phase of the project is over.
18. Fearful: showing or causing fear
· Ambika remained fearful of emotional commitment.
 Fearsome: frightening especially in appearance
· I met a man with fearsome beard.
19. Gate: a hinged barrier used to close an opening in a walk, fence, etc.
· Shut the main entrance gate.
Gait: a person s manner of walking
· Jalasa has a charming gait.


20. Gild: cover thinly with gold
Champa kept her photo in a gilded frame.
Guild: an association of people for mutual aid or the pursuit of a common goal.
Guild was very popular during medieval period.
21. Glance: a brief look
Maya and Kalpana exchanged glances.
Glimpse: a momentary or partial view
Pabitra glimpsed at Sujan.
22. Heal: make or become sound or healthy again.
The wound will soon heal up.
Heel: the back part of a foot below the ankle
I have a wound in my heel.
23. Heard: perceived with ear
I have AearcZ Roshni’s story.
Herd: a large group of animals, especially hoofed ones
I saw a herd of cattle grazing in the field.
24. Heart: a hollow muscular organ that pumps the blood through the circulatory system by rhythmic contraction and dilation
We should keep our heart healthy.
Hurt: cause pain or injury
He was badly hurt in the plane crash.
25. Ideal: most suitable, perfect
Krishna is an ideal English teacher.
Idle: avoiding work, lazy, useless
Don’t waste your valuable time in idle gossip.
26. Industrial: of, used in, or characterized by industry
Hetauda is an industrial town.
Industrious: diligent and hardworking
Madhusudan is an industrious student.
27. Its: possessive form of ‘it’
The cat licked z7s paws.
It’s: a shortened form of ‘it is, or ‘It has;


It’s raining heavily now.
It’s been published in The Butwal Today.
28. Jejune: naive or simplistic manner
Arun’s administrative manner is jejune.
Juvenile: behaving in a silly way.
My students don't show juvenile behaviour.
29. Judicial: relating to the administration of justice; of or appropriate to a law court or judge
A Judicial decision is always fair and impartial.
Judicious: having or done with good judgment; sensible Rotary’s action plan is very judicious.
30. Junction: a point where two or more things, especially roads or railway lines meet or are Joined.
Milan Chowk is a crowded junction. Juncture: a particular point in time At this juncture, Tara has decided to take another drink.
31. Letter: a character representing one or more of the sounds used in speech: a written, typed or printed communication sent by post or messenger
 There are 26 letters in English.
Keshab sent a letter to Bina yesterday.
Latter: denoting second of the two people or things
 The latter book seems very useful.
32. Lessen: make or become less
These tablets will lessen your pain.
Lesson: a period of learning or teaching; a thing learned
I have learnt my lesson.
33. Lose: be deprived of or cease to have or retain Rita lost her mobile yesterday.
Loose: not firmly or tightly fixed in place Sarita wears loose clothes.
34. Marry: join in marriage Nishan married a beautiful girl.
 Merry: cheerful and lively Let us make merry.
		



35. Metal: a solid material which is typically hard, shiny, malleable, fusible, and ductile, with good electrical and thermal conductivity
Iron is a useful metal.
Mettle: a person s ability to cope with difficulties; courage, etc. Safal shows his mettle.
36. Miner: a person who works in a mine
Coal miners called for strike.
Minor: having little importance, seriousness or significance Headache is a minor problem.
37. Naughty: disobedient; badly behaved; wicked
Aashish is a naughty boy.
Knotty: full of knots; extremely difficult or intricate
It is a knotty problem.
38. Naval: relating to the navy
Pratap is a naval officer.
Novel: a fictitious prose narrative of book length
Mayur Times is a famous Nepali novel.
39. Noisome: harmful, noxious
Smoking is noisome to our health.
Noisy: making a noise
Binita is a noisy girl.
40. Principal: first in order of importance; main
Our principal is very learned.
Principle: a rule or belief governing one’s personal behaviour
Ramesh is a man of principle.
41. Pale: having little colour typically as a result of shock, fear or ill health Namrata looks very pale.
Pail: a bucket
The pail is full of milk.
42. Prescribe: recommend as beneficial
Paragon English Grammar and Composition has been prescribed as the textbook.


Proscribe: denounce or condemn
The government has proscribed his book.
43. Quiet: making little or no noise
Jaldeep remains quiet while the teacher is teaching.
Quite: absolutely; completely; really; fairly Monika is quite happy today.
44. Rain: the condensed moisture of the atmosphere falling visibly in separate drops
It is raining outside.
Reign: rule as a monarch
Reign of Anshuverma was peaceful.
45. Root: a part of a plant normally below ground, which acts as support and collects water and nourishment
Peepal tree has long roots.
Route: a way or course taken in getting from a starting point to a destination
He has taken a long route.
46. Rhyme: matching of terminal sounds in lines of poetry or verse Rhyme makes poetry musical.
Rime: frost formed on cold object by the rapid freezing of water vapour in cloud or fog
Rime is formed due to thick fog.
47. Sensible: wise and prudent; having or showing common sense
Suresh is a sensible teacher.
Sensitive: quick to detect, respond to, or be affected by slight changes, signals, or influences
Kalpana has a sensitive nature.
48. Story: an account of imaginary or real people and events told for entertainment
My grandfather told me a lot of stories.
Storey: a part of a building comprising all the rooms that is on the same level
This house has two storeys.



49. Stationary: not moving
The sun is stationary.
Stationery: paper and other materials needed for writing
 My brother deals in stationery.
50. Tail: the hindmost part of an animal
The cow has a very long tail.
Tale: a fictitious or true story, especially one that is imaginatively recounted
He tells a beautiful tale.
51. Thorn: a stiff, sharp-pointed woody projection on the stem or other part of a plant.
There are many thorns in rose plant.
Throne: a ceremonial chair for a sovereign, bishop, or similar figure The idiots are in the throne of Nepal.
52. Troop: soldiers or armed forces
The fighting troops burnt towers.
Troupe: a group of dancers, actors or other entertainers who tour to different venues
The troupe arranged a concert yesterday.
53. Underlay (lay- laid - laid): to lay or put/keep something under
He under laid the tiles with feet.
Underlie (lie - lay - lain): to lie under, to be the basis of to exist beneath the surface of
The arrogance underlay his good manner.
54. Vacation: holiday
The school has closed for summer vacation.
Vocation: a person’s employment or main occupation, especially one requiring dedication
Teaching is my vocation.
55. Vale: a valley
The vale of Dang is the biggest one in Nepal
Veil: a piece offine material worn to protect or conceal the face
The bride raised her veil.


56. Vain: having or showing an excessively high opinion of one’s appearance or abilities
Sarala is a vain actress.
Vein: any of the tubes forming part of the circulation system by which blood is conveyed from all parts of the body towards the heart.
Blood runs through veins.
57. Waste: use carelessly, extravagantly or to no purpose
Don’t waste the most valuable time.
Waist: the part of the human body below the ribs and above the hips 
Deepa was wearing a waist coat.
58. Wear: have something on one’s body or part of one’s body as clothing, decoration, or protection
Maya wears a hip-up pants.
Ware: manufactured articles of a special type offered for sale
 Mukesh deals in hardware.
59. Weather: the state of the atmosphere at a place and time as regards temperature, wind, rain, etc
Today’s weather is very fine.
Whether: expressing a doubt or choice between alternatives
I do not know whether he will come or not.
60. Yoke: a wooden crosspiece fixed over the necks of work animals
I bought a yoke of oxen yesterday.
Yolk: yellow part of an egg
I love eating the yolk of an egg.
Exercise 1
Use the following pairs of words in your own sentences so as to make their meanings clear.
	a. access/ excess
	b. angel/ angle
	c. bridal/ bridle

	d. beside/ besides
	e. cite/ site
	f. dear/ deer

	g. drought/ draught
	h. floor/ flour
	i. feet/ feat

	j. hangar/hanger
	k. ideal/ idle
	1. pour/ pore

	m. right/ write
	n. sing/ singe
	 	
	o. soar/ sore





Exercise 2
Rewrite the following sentences by choosing right word given in the
[bookmark: bookmark8]brackets.
a. [bookmark: bookmark9](imminent, eminent) Mr. Regmi is an………	doctor.
b. [bookmark: bookmark10]Third world war is	………
c. [bookmark: bookmark11](honour, owner) Mr. Sapkota is an ………	to	his profession.
d. [bookmark: bookmark12]She is not the	………of	this castle.
e. [bookmark: bookmark13](soar, sore) Prices will	………higher next year.
f. [bookmark: bookmark14]His eyes are	………
g. [bookmark: bookmark15](sale, sail) I bought my camera on	………
h. [bookmark: bookmark16]They………	ship	from Dublin to Holland.
i. [bookmark: bookmark17](mettle, metal) The general tested the soldiers’………	
j. [bookmark: bookmark18]Gold is a costly ………	
k. [bookmark: bookmark19](fowl, foul) Narayan keeps a	………
l. [bookmark: bookmark20]The water in the pond is ………	
m. [bookmark: bookmark21](ceiling, sealing) My room has got two………	fans.
n. [bookmark: bookmark22]I saw Ishu ………	a parcel.
o. [bookmark: bookmark23](miner, minor) Milan is a	………
[bookmark: bookmark24][bookmark: bookmark25][bookmark: bookmark26]Exercise 3
[bookmark: bookmark27][bookmark: bookmark28][bookmark: bookmark29]Choose the right word from the brackets.
a. [bookmark: bookmark30]Birds fly in the (air, heir).
b. [bookmark: bookmark31]Rohita is the only (heir, hare) to her parents’ property.
c. [bookmark: bookmark32]Overwork has (affected, effected) his health.
d. [bookmark: bookmark33]My advice has no (affect, effect) on her.
e. [bookmark: bookmark34]Bijaya will (advise, advice) Roshani to have fruits after meal.
f. [bookmark: bookmark35]My (advice, advise) changed her way of life.
g. [bookmark: bookmark36]Heera is going to (adopt, adapt) a baby son from the orphanage.
h. [bookmark: bookmark37]Amrit has (adapted, adopted) himself to the new circumstance.
i. [bookmark: bookmark38]I (accept, except) Gita’s offer.
j. [bookmark: bookmark39]All (accept, except) Radha attended the meeting.
k. [bookmark: bookmark40]Parbati is (allowed, aloud) to use this phone.
l. [bookmark: bookmark41]The teacher said to Rupa, “Please read these lines (allowed, aloud)”
		


m. Milan was released on (bale, bail).
n. I bought a few (bales, bails) of cotton.
o. I have forgotten my date of (birth, berth).
Exercise 4
[bookmark: _GoBack]Put the right word in the right place.
a. His dress is made of…………	cloth. The river has changed its……..	
(coarse, course)
b. Do not …………	pearls before a swine. What is your ……..	? (cast, caste)
c. The …………	are grazing in the field. Place the……	on the fire.
(cattle, kettle)
d. Jaldeep loves watching …………	Bread is very…………	these days.
(dear, deer)
e. There are forty-five …………	desks in our classroom. He was killed in a
	(dual, duel)
f. Many people …………	of starvation every year. Please…………	my hair
purple, (die, dye)
g. Write important notes in your …………	 We	buy milk from Mathura………
	(dairy, diary)
h. Sarita takes three…………	of medicine daily. I had a …………	on the bus.
(dose, doze)
i. Deepa is a……….	lady. She went to Butwal from kathmandu…………	The
bus…………	from Butwal to Kathmandu is Rs. 392/-. (fare, fair)
j. The …………	is paved with marble	is used for making bread.
The rose is the King of…………	(floor, flower, flour)
k. Lalita's …………	 is graceful. The main…….. 	of our college in very
attractive, (gate, gait)
l. There was big………… 	after the terrific storm. He looks …………	 and
hearty, (hail, hale)
m. A thorn ran into my …………	This wound will…………	in a weak.
(heal, heel)
n. I have got long, black blonde…………	He caught and killed a	 …………
(hair, hare)
o. Ramesh has an …….	personality. Pramesh is…………	these days. Many
people still worship…………	(idle, ideal, idol)


Exercise 5
Rewrite the following sentences choosing the correct word from the brackets.
a. 1. This is a (knotty, naughty) problem.
2. Do not mix Ramila with (knotty, naughty) boys.
b. 1. I like to wear (loose, lose) clothes.
2. Manjil will (lose, loose) everything in gambling.
c. 1. She got one hundred twenty (mails, males) yesterday.
2. There are six (males, mails) in our committee.
d. 1. We want sustainable (piece, peace).
2. Give me a (peace, piece) of bread.
e. 1. He has (pain, pane) in his back.
2. Rupa broke the window (pain, pane) and entered the room.
f. 1. I bought a (pair, pare) of shoes yesterday.
2. (Pare, Pair) your nails once a week.
g. 1. Aruna fills (petrol, patrol) in her Scotty from Shivshakti Petrol Pump.
2. The policemen (petrol, patrol) the city at night.
h. 1. Hitler’s period is regarded as (reign, rein) of terror.
2. (Reign, rein) is used to control a horse.
i. 1. The (rose, rows) is the king of flowers.
2. The trees are growing in (rose, rows).
j. 1. My father used to tell us many interesting (stories, storey).
2. We live in an upper (story, storey).
k. 1. The dog is her (soul, sole) companion.
2. The (sole, soul) is immortal.
l. 1. My reading table is made of (steel, steal).
2. Bad boys (steal, steal) things from other's pockets.
m. 1. Our football (team, teem) has won the match.
2. The ponds (team, teem) with fish.
n. 1. The attempts were all in (vain, vein).
2. (Vains, Veins) carry the blood back to the heart.
o. 1. Follow the (way, weigh) instructed by your seniors.
2. The luggage (ways, weighs) 120 kilos.
	

