
Unit 7 Adverbs 
A long time ago, on a big tree in the lap of the mountain, lived a bird named Sindhuka. It was a rather special bird because its droppings turned into gold as soon as they hit the ground. One day, a hunter came carefully to the tree in search of prey and he saw Sindhuka's droppings hit the ground and turn into gold. The hunter was struck with wonder. He thought, "I have been hunting birds and small animals since I was a boy, but in all my 80 years, I have never seen such a miraculous creature. He decided that he had to catch the bird some how. He climbed the tree and skillfully set a trap for the bird.
The bird, quite unaware of the danger it was in, stayed on the tree and sang merrily. But it was soon caught in the hunter's trap. The hunter immediately seized it and shoved it into a cage.
The hunter took the bird home joyfully. But as he had time to think over his good  fortune later, he suddenly realized, "If the king comes to know of this wonder, he will certainly take away the bird from me and he might even punish me for keeping such a rare treasure all to myself. So it would be safer and more honour able if I were to go to the king and present the unique bird to him," The next day, the hunter took the bird to the king and presented it to him in court with great reverence. The king was delighted to receive such an unusual and rare gift. He told his courtiers to keep the bird safely and feed it with the best bird food available. The king's prime minister thought deeply that it was reluctant to accept the bird. He said "O Rajah, how can you believe the word of a foolish hunter accept this bird?	

Has anyone in our kingdom ever seen a bird dropping gold? The hunter must re either crazy or telling lies. I think it is best that you release the bird from the cage.”
After a little thought, the king felt that his prime minister's words were correct. So he ordered the bird to be released. But as soon as the door of the cage was thrown open, the bird flew out, perched itself on a nearby doorway and defecated. To everyone’s surprise, the dropping immediately turned into gold. The king mourned his loss and lived sadly in his throne..


The bold letters in the above text are adverbs. They add something to the meaning of the verbs. In other words, adverbs are the words which modify the meanings of verbs, adjectives or other adverbs and express how a thing is done when it is done or where it is done. Now read the following text and try to identify the adverbs:
Read the following text carefully and underline the adverbs.
Happily, Rabin stepped into his red boat and set sail. The waves lapped gently against the boat as he looked excitedly into the distance. Soon, upon the horizon, he clearly saw a tropical island. The palm trees swayed lightly in the warm breeze. Walking slowly along the beach, he saw a trail of large paw prints in the sand leading towards a dense jungle. As Rabin looked into the darkness, he said quietly, “Hello! Is anybody there?”
Read the following examples:
[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]For examples:
· Mehek runs slowly, (adds something to the verb)
· This is a very delicious meal I have ever eaten, (adds something to the adjective)
· Sonali does her work quite clearly, (adds something to adverb)
In these above sentences slowly, delicious and quite are adverbs.
Kinds of Adverb
Study the following table which shows the kinds of adverb.
	S.N.
	Types
	Adverbs
	Examples

	1.
	Adverbs of Manner:
Tells how an action is performed
	brightly, fearfully, mournfully, strongly, well, nicely, bravely, beautifully, happily, merrily, carefully, politely, sleepily, really, wisely, fast, eagerly, continuously, badly, bitterly, softly, suddenly, shyly etc.
	· He was hurt badly in the accident.
· She searched the document more carefully.
· He fought bravely in the war.

	2.
	Adverbs of Place:
Tells where and action is performed
	forward, inside, up, down, out, somewhere, outside, away, everywhere, here, there, front, backward, far, near etc.
	-I searched the doll
everywhere.
· She is not here.
· She has gone outside.






	3.
	Adverb of Time:
Tells when an action is performed
	this morning, later, next week, now, then, yesterday, tomorrow, tonight, today, recently, still, soon, lately, already, yet, ago, then, early etc.
	-I will submit the work soon.
-I haven’t completed the work yet.
I filled the petrol yesterday.

	4.
	Adverbs of Frequency:
How often the action is performed.
	always, occasionally, never, seldom, often, daily, sometimes, usually frequently, rarely, fortnightly, regularly, normally, monthly, ever, once, twice etc.
	-I cut my hair twice a month.
· She sometimes quarrels with me.
· He rarely comes to visit me.

	5.
	Adverbs of degree:
How much or to what extent the action is performed.
	very, too, just, enough, quite, almost, fairly, rather, much, nearly, etc.
	· He nearly got an accident.
· She has almost fallen down from the cliff.
· He'd rather be sincere.

	6.
	Interrogative Adverb:
Used to ask questions
	When, since, why, how, how much, how often etc.
	· When did you arrive?
· How often do you go to temple?

	7.
	Relative adverbs
Used to introduce relative clauses.
	when, where, why, that etc.
	· The day when he arrived was sunny.
· The hotel where he was staying was expensive.
· The reason why he refused is unknown.


Formation of Adverbs
Most of the adverbs of manner are formed by adding -ly to the adjectives:
	Adjective
	Adverb
	Adjective
	Adverb

	active
	actively
	slow
	slowly

	clever
	cleverly
	wise
	wisely

	easy
	easily
	lazy
	lazily

	kind
	kindly
	foolish
	foolishly

	quick
	quickly
	beautifully
	beautifully

	serious
	seriously
	noble
	nobly

	careless
	carelessly
	painful
	painfully

	loud
	loudly
	honest
	honestly





2. Sometimes -ly is added to the noun as well as to form an adverb:
	Noun
	Adverb

	day
	daily

	week
	weekly

	month
	monthly

	year
	yearly


3. When the Adjective ends in '-y' preceded by a consonant, change 'y' into 'i' and add 'ly' as:
	Adjective
	Adverb

	Happy
	Happily

	ready
	readily

	heavy
	heavily

	merry
	merrily

	easy
	easily

	lazy
	lazily


4. When the Adjective ends in 'le', simply change 'e' into 'y'
	Adjective
	Adverb

	Single
	singly

	double
	doubly


5.  Some adverbs have exactly the same form as adjectives:
	Adjective
	Adverb

	late
	late

	early
	early

	hard
	hard

	fast
	fast

	long
	long

	straight
	straight

	kindly
	kindly


6.  Some adverbs with '-ly' forms have quite different meanings:
	Adverbs
	Meanings

	hardly
	scarcely

	lately
	recently

	mostly
	chiefly





	nearly
	almost

	justly
	lawfully

	directly
	very soon

	rightly
	justly

	direct
	straight



Comparison of adverbs
1. Adverbs of one syllable form their comparative by adding -er and their superlative by adding -est to the positive:
Positive	Comparative	Superlative
fast		faster		fastest
short		shorter		shortest
Also early takes -er and -est: early - earlier - earliest.
2. Adverbs ending in -ly form their comparative by adding more and their superlative by adding most'.
bravely	 	more bravely		 most bravely
gently		more gently		most gently

3. Some adverbs form the degrees of comparison in an irregular way:

	Far
	further
	furthest (position)

	far
	farther
	farthest (distance)

	badly
	worse
	worst

	little
	less
	least

	much
	more
	most

	well
	better
	best


Position of adverbs
1. Adverbs of manner, place, and time are placed after the verb if the verb is intransitive and after the object if the verb is transitive:
The thief ran fast.
It rained heavily.
The artist played her part efficiently.
We took this decision yesterday.



2. For emphasis, adverbs of time may also be placed at the beginning of the sentence:
· We went to the museum yesterday.
· Yesterday we went to the museum.
3. Adverbs of frequency (always, sometimes, often, etc.), adverbs of degree (almost, nearly, quite, just, etc.) and sometimes adverbs of manner are placed:
a) after the verb if the verb is is/are/am/was/were :
· She is often absent from the school.
· We were quite in time for the match.
b) between the subject and the verb if the verb consists of one word:
· Sandhya never forgets to send me New Year greetings.
· His uncle nearly lost his life in the war.
c) after the first word if the verb consists of more than one word:
· We should never dis obey the rules.
· He has just arrived.
d) before the verbs have to and used to:
· We often have to work on Sundays.
· He always used to visit me during the summer vacation.
4. When an adverb modifies an adjective or another adverb, it is placed before the adjective or the adverb:
· The bride looked very beautiful.
· They agreed to the plan quite happily.
5. But the adverb enough is always placed after the word it modifies:
· She is intelligent enough to understand the problem.
· The teacher spoke loud enough to be heard by everybody.
6. [bookmark: bookmark8]The word only should be placed immediately before the word it modifies. Notice how in the following sentences the meaning changes with the change of position of the word only :
· Only he promised to give me books, (only he and nobody else)
· He only promised to give me books, (promised but didn’t give)
· He promised to give me only books, (books and nothing else)
	  	


7. When there are two or more adverbs after a verb (and its object), the normal order is: adverb of manner, adverb of place, adverb of time:
She sang sweetly in the concert last evening..
(manner) (place)	(time)
The train arrived at the platform at 6_p.m 
(place) (time)
Correct use of some adverbs
1. Fairly, rather
a) Both fairly and rather mean moderately. Fairly is used with favourable adjectives and adverbs (clever, wise, intelligent) etc.; rather is used with the unfavourable ones (foolish, ugly, etc.)
· This child is fairly clever for his age.
· She did fairly well in the interview.
· This shirt is rather expensive.
· He is fairly rich but his uncle is rather poor.
b) Some words like hot, cold, fast, slow, high, low, etc. in themselves are neither favourable nor unfavourable. In such cases fairly suggests the idea of approval, rather that of disapproval:
This tea is fairly hot. (I like it that way.)
This tea is rather hot. (I don’t want it that hot.)
2. [bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark3][bookmark: bookmark5]Very, much
a) [bookmark: bookmark6]We use very with adjectives or adverbs in the positive degree, much with the comparative degree:
b) [bookmark: bookmark7]Very is used with present participles, much with past participles:
· She is very charming.
· Her dancing was much praised.
· The young boy was very daring.
· The girl was much loved by her parents.
However, now it is quite common to use very with the following past participle forms : tired, satisfied, pleased, surprised, delighted, grieved, pained, annoyed,
disappointed, worried, bored, and shocked:



· I am very tired.
· I am very satisfied to see your work.
c) We do not use very with words like afraid, obliged, alike', we use much with them:
I am much obliged to you for your help.
The two are much alike.
3. Too
a) The word too suggests excess of some kind; more than what is desirable natural, or proper. It should not be used instead of very or much '.
Do not say: It is too hot today.	Say: It is very hot today.
Do not say: It is too good.	Say: It is very good.
b) Too generally has a negative sense and is then followed by an infinitive:
I am too tired to walk further. (I am so tired that I cannot walk further.)
c) However it is correct to say: 'She talks too much.' This sentence means:
'She talks more than she should.'
Similarly, it is correct to say: 'He takes things too seriously.' This sentence means: 'He takes things more seriously than he should.'
4. [bookmark: bookmark9][bookmark: bookmark10]Enough
Enough means sufficient. It is always used in the positive sense. It is placed after the adjective or adverb but before a noun:
· It is warm enough, (adjective + enough)
· You're not driving fast enough, (adverb + enough)
· I've got enough money, (enough + noun)
5. [bookmark: bookmark13][bookmark: bookmark11][bookmark: bookmark12][bookmark: bookmark14]Quite
Quite means completely:
· She is quite right. (She is fully right.)
· It is quite impossible, (absolutely impossible)
With other adjectives or adverbs, quite means to a fairly great extent, to greater extent than average:
· He sings quite well.
· She speaks English quite fluently.
		


Exercise 1
Underline the adverbs and write their types:
a. Pramila is singing beautifully.
b. Ram is driving motorbike carefully.
c.  Come inside and take a seat on sofa.
d. Shirpa is going upstairs.
e. What did you think of about going to tour?
f. He writes poorly.
g. It happened so suddenly that we did not have time to think.
h. h The child can speak Korean fluently.
i. We always used to dine out on Saturday evenings.
j. He has never paid the fare of the bus.
k. The season when she came was winter.
l. How often do you brush your teeth?
m. The reason why he had canceled the meeting was due to his personal problem.
n. Rasmita listens to the song every evening.
o. I am fully prepared for the speaking test.
[bookmark: bookmark18][bookmark: bookmark19][bookmark: bookmark20]Exercise 2
[bookmark: bookmark21][bookmark: bookmark22][bookmark: bookmark23]   Fill in the blanks with very, much, too, enough, or quite. In some cases, more than one choice is possible:
a. [bookmark: bookmark24]Her behaviour was………childish to impress anybody.
b. [bookmark: bookmark25]I was ……… 	surprised to see an old friend in the lift.
c. [bookmark: bookmark26]It is ………	hot today.
d. [bookmark: bookmark27]She has grown……….	taller than she was last year.
e. [bookmark: bookmark28]I was …………	wet when I reached home.
f. [bookmark: bookmark29]I have……….	money to buy a woolen suit with.


g. The child was not confident	to accept the challenge.
h. We were…….	late but not	late to catch the train.
i. His speech proved to be …….	inspiring.
j. She had …….	courage to fight the dacoits alone.
k. She was courageous	to fight she dacoits alone.
l. These facts will prove that you were …….	 wrong	in your
judgment.
m. Drinking water can never be	pure.
n. Her result is…….	better than expected.
o. The action taken by the Principal was …….	criticized	by the
teachers.
Exercise 3
Insert the given adverbs in their normal position.
a. [bookmark: bookmark15]The Principal was satisfied with my performance, (quite)
b. [bookmark: bookmark16]We celebrated the Children's Day in our school, (yesterday)
c. [bookmark: bookmark17]The speaker spoke at the meeting, (forcefully)
d. He asks to his parents before starting new business, (always)
e. The bus has not arrived, (yet)
f. I shall make such a mistake again, (never)
g. Though he is very young, he sang well, (fairly)
h. We were in time for the quiz show, (just)
i. Sudha visits Lumbini. (regularly)
j. Kritika ran fast to overtake the other contestants, (enough)
k. He invited me to visit Pakistan, (often)
l. We should come one morning, (here)
m. I have to reach the office by 9.30 am. (usually)
n. She has recovered from her illness, (quite)
o. Hari played the harmonium in the concert, (brilliantly)




Exercise 4
Fill in the blank space with the correct alternative from the brackets.
a. The kite did not go very…..	(high, highly)
b. He behaves…..	(normal, normally)
c. I have…..	visited  Pokhara. (yet, already)
d. Why should I pay them? They…..	worked for me. (hard, hardly)
e. He does everything…..	(patient, patiently)
f. He talks very …….	(careless, carelessly)
g. The barber spoke…..	in his phone, (loud, loudly)
h. This apple tastes…….	(sweet, sweetly)
i. The soldiers fought…..	(brave, bravely)
j. Many villages have been destroyed by an earthquake …..	 (late,
lately)
k. The child…..	got	lost in the fair, (near, nearly)
l. Sunny flew…..	to the USA. (direct, directly)
m. She playing in the ground …..	(now, daily)
n. If you keep working steadily, you will be …..	praised, (high, highly)
o. …..speaking, I don't like your nonsense manner. (True, Truly)
Exercise 5
Find out the types of the following adverbs. Make a table and write them in each column.	
[bookmark: _GoBack]merrily, twice, shyly, monthly, gently, badly, nowhere, never, often, quite, always, never, when, why, here, up, early, soon, boldly, easily, how much, certainly, fast, nowhere, today, lately, everywhere, seldom, nearly, how often, quite, frequently, politely, well, near, down, ago, recently, very, wisely, above, early, always, outside, someday, cheerfully, wholly, almost, annually, again, seldom, daily, outdoors, now, formerly, happily, honestly, quickly, completely, upstairs, why, when, that, brilliantly, comfortably
		

