Unit 11 Tense
Introduction
[bookmark: bookmark6][bookmark: bookmark7][bookmark: bookmark8]Read the text below and find out the tense used in the sentences underlined.
Once a thief named Kalu  had planned to loot the king's treasury. At midnight, he went to the palace and began to drill a hole in the side wall of the treasury. The king, who was awake in his bedroom just above the treasury, came out to investigate the whirring sound. He was dressed in a simple nightgown and the thief could not recognize him. He asked Kalu who he was and what he was doing. The latter said, "Sir, I am a thief and intend to loot this treasury. I presume that you are also a thief and have come with the same intention. No matter, let us both go inside and we shall share the loot equally. "Both entered the treasury and divided all the money and the jewels equally between them.
Inside a locker they found three big diamond pieces. As the thief was puzzled as to how to divide the three pieces into two portions, the king suggested. "We have taken away everything else. Let us leave one diamond piece for the poor king and share the rest equally". Kalu agreed and when he took his leave, the king asked for his name and address. As Kalu had taken a vow of telling only the truth, he had the correct information.
The king took away his share of the loot and hid it in his room. Next morning he asked his Prime Minister to inspect the treasury as he had heard some strange sounds during the previous night. The Prime Minister saw to his horror that all the valuables were missing and only a single diamond was left, perhaps inadvertently, by the thief. He put the diamond in his own shift pocket as its loss could be ascribed to the thief and nobody would suspect the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister went back to the king. The king particularly enquired. "Do you mean that the thief has completely denuded the treasury of its valuables and not a single item has been left?" The Prime Minister confirmed it. The king asked the chief of police to bring in Kalu. When Kalu came he was unable to recognize the king as his accomplice of the previous night. The king asked him, "Are you the thief who has stolen everything from my treasury leaving nothing back?" Kalu confirmed it but said, "Sir, I did leave one diamond back in the locker as advised by an accomplice of mine and it should still be there." The Prime Minister interrupted saying, "Your Majesty, this thief is lying. There is nothing left in the locker." The king asked the police chief to search the pockets of the Prime Minister, from where the missing diamond was recovered. The king told his courtiers, "Here is a Prime Minister, who is a liar and a thief and here is a thief who is at truthful gentleman."


	 

The underlined sentences indicate different activities done in different time intervals. Some sentences indicate the present, some past and some sentences for the future.
Read the following sentences.
· I write a letter.
· I wrote a letter.
· I shall write a letter.
In the first sentence, the verb write refers to present time.
In the second sentence, the verb wrote refers to past time.
In the third sentence, the verb shall write refers to future time.
Thus, a verb may refer
1) to present time, 2) to past time or 3) to future time.
A verb that refers to present time is said to be in the Present Tense; as,
· I eat daal and bhaat.
· He composes a poem.
A verb that refers to past time is said to be in the Past Tense; as,
· I ate daal and bhaat.
· He composed a poem.
A verb that refers to the future time is said to be in the Future Tense; as,
· I shall eat daal and bhaat.
· He will compose a poem.
Hence, there are three main Tenses - The Present, the Past and the Future
Tense.
1. [bookmark: bookmark0]Present Tense
A verb that refers to present time is said to be in present tense.
Read the following sentences.
a) [bookmark: bookmark1]Mohan goes to office daily.
b) [bookmark: bookmark2]Mohan is going to office.


c) Mohan has gone to office.
d) Mohan has been going to office.
In sentence a) the verb shows that the action is mentioned simple, without anything being said about the completeness or incompleteness of the action.
In sentence b) the verb shows that the action is mentioned as incomplete or continuous, that is, as still going on.
In sentence c) the verb shows that the action is mentioned as finished, complete or perfect, at the time of speaking.
The tense of the verb in d) is said to be in Present Perfect Continuous, because the verb shows that the action is going on continuously, and not completed a this present moment.
Thus, we see that the Tense of a verb shows not only the time of an action o event but also the state of an action referred to. So, the Tense has four form: They are mentioned below:
Present Tense are:
Simple present 
Present Continuous
Present perfect
Present Perfect Continuous 

Simple Present Tense
Simple present tense explains actions which we do everyday or all the time.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· The dog barks at night.
· She prepares for the programme.
· They dance in the stage
	Sub+V1/V5+	(Affirmative)

	· The dog does not bark at night.
· She does not prepare for the programme.
· They do not dance in the stage.
	Sub+ does not/do not +V1 +	
(Negative)

	· Does the dog bark at night?
· Does she prepare for the programme?
· Do they dance in the stage?
	Do/Does + Sub+ V*+	?


		
	 


This  tense is used:
i. [bookmark: bookmark3]for usual activities and routines as;
They do their routine work every day.
I get up at 6 o'clock in the morning.
We play hockey every day.
ii. [bookmark: bookmark4]for universal truth as;
· [bookmark: bookmark5]The moon revolves around the earth.
· A bitter gourd tastes bitter.
iii. with adverbs of frequency that tell you how often something happens.
usually, occasionally, often, never, regularly, always, seldom, frequently, once, twice, everyday, nowadays, sometimes etc. as:
· Barking dog seldom bites.
· [bookmark: bookmark9]I cut my hair twice a month.
· [bookmark: bookmark10]Babita often wears a red sari.
· [bookmark: bookmark11]They sometimes go for the family picnic.
iv. [bookmark: bookmark12]for things which are timetable, scheduled for fixed; as:
· The football match starts at 12 o'clock.
· The marriage ceremony is on Monday.
Present Continuous
The present continuous tense is used to talk about actions or things that are going on or happening at the present time.


	Sentences
	Structures

	· The girl is playing with the doll.
· We are watching a movie on T. V.
· I am tuning the FM.

	Sub+is/am/are +V4(Ving)+	
(Affirmative)


	The girl is not playing with the doll.
We are not watching a movie on T.V.
I am not tuning the FM.

	Sub+is/am/are +not +V4(Ving)+... (Negative)


	Is the girl playing with the doll?
Are we watching a movie on T.V.?
Am I tuning the FM?
	Is/Am/Are + Sub + Ving +….	?
(Interrogative)



				



Note: 'is' is used for singular noun (he/she/it); 'am' is used with the first person  pronoun ‘I’ and 'are' is used with the plural nouns (You, they etc.)
We use the Present Continuous Tense:
i. to describe something that is happening now or is ongoing; as:
· He is reading a story at the moment.
ii. to describe something that is temporary; as:
· We are waiting for the Prime Minister's arrival.
iii. to talk about future plans and arrangements; as:
· Tikaram is going to marry next year.
iv. to talk about a trend that started sometimes ago and will probably continue for sometimes in the future; as:
· Elections are taking place in January.
· They are visiting us next week.
a. Present Perfect

Present Perfect Tense is used in recently finished action with result in the
	present situation.



	Sentences
	Structures

	· The chief guest has addressed the audience.
· The students have submitted their answers.
	Sub+has/have +V3+	
(Affirmative)

	· The chief guest has not addressed the audience.
· The students have not submitted their answers.
	Sub+has/have +not+V3+	
(Negative)

	· Has the chief guest addressed the audience?
· Have the students submitted their answers?
	Has/have + Sub+V3+	
(Interrogative)


This tense is used :
i. recently finished action
· I have just found the j ob.
ii. Since + point of time
· We have waited for you since 8 am.
	 	


iii. For + period of time
· Sachin has played cricket for 30 years.
iv. Expression of interesting events
· I have talked about the current affairs with the minister.
v. With the adverbs: just, already, yet, just now, recently, lately etc.
· He has already worshipped the god.
· I have not completed the work yet.
b. Present Perfect Continuous
It is used in the case that the action has already been started in the past, it is
still going on the present time.

	Sentences
	Structures

	· It has been raining since yesterday.
· I have been studying for two hours.
	Sub+has/have + been +V4(Ving)+	
(Affirmative)

	· It has not been raining since yesterday.
· I have not been studying for two hours.
	Sub+has/have+not+been
+V4(Ving)+	(Negative)

	· Has it been raining since yesterday?
· Have I been studying for two hours?
	Has/Have+ Sub+been
+V4(Ving)+	(Interrogative)


This tense is used:
i. Since + point of time
· I have been living in Tamghas since 1999.
ii. For + period of time
· He has been hosting the programme for 5 years.
iii. Action started in the past and still continuing
· He has been painting the wall.
iv. All + Present time
· They have been reading the novel all this morning.
			


2. Past Tense
A verb that refers to past time is said to be in past tense. There are four branches of past tense. They are discussed below.
Past Tense
Simple Past
Past Continuous
Past Perfect
Past Perfect Continuous
a. Simple Past Tense
Simple past tense explains action which is already completed in the past.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· She plucked a flower.
· He failed in the exam.
	Sub+V2+.... (Affirmative)

	· She did not pluck a flower.
· He did not fail in the exam.
	Sub+ did not +V1 +	(Negative)

	· Did she pluck a flower?
· Did he fail in the exam?
	Did + Sub+ V1+....? (Interrogative)


It is used when:
a. An action is completed in the recent past.
Examples:
· I invited all my friends to my birthday.
· She received a letter yesterday
b. A past habit is to be indicated.
Example:
· I used to play with my friends.
· She used to play table tennis very well.
This tense uses the time adverbials like last/ago/yesterday/in the past/in + past  time etc.
Past Continuous Tense
Past Continuous Tense is used if the past action was going on for sometime in the past time. It is used to indicate continuity of an action in the past.
	  	


	Sentences
	Structures

	· They were listening the radio.
· The child was flying kite.
	Sub+was/were+ V4+....
(Affirmative)

	· They were not listening the radio.
· The child was not flying kite.
	Sub+was/were+not+ V4+	
(Negative)

	· Were they listening the radio?
· Was the child flying kite?
	Was/Were+ Sub+V4+	?
(Interrogative)


b. Past Perfect
Past Perfect Tense is used if one action has already completed in specific past time. In other words, it indicates about a past situation or activity that took place before another past situation or activity or before a particular time in the past.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· Bipul had left the school.
· Binaya had worked in this school.
	Sub+had+V3+.... (Affirmative)

	· Bipul had not left the school.
· Binaya had not worked in this school.
	Sub+ had not +V3+.... (Negative)

	· Had Bipul left the school?
· Had Binaya worked in this school?
	Had + Sub+ V3+.... (Interrogative)


Uses of Past Perfect Tense
A. It is used when an action is completed before certain moment in the past.
· I had already taken my dinner.
· They had reached there before time.
· He had solved all the questions.
B. Out of two actions happened in the past, it shows which action took place first.
· She had woken up before we did.
· People had gathered after the programme began.
· The bus had left before he reached the bus-stop.
	 	


c. Past Perfect Continuous
Past Perfect Continuous Tense is used if the action had been going on in the past before another action started.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· I had been going to watch the movie.
· They had been complaining about his study.
	Sub+had+been+V4+Obj.
(Affirmative)

	· He had not been going to watch the movie.
· They had not been complaining about his study.
	Sub+ had not +been+V4+Obj. (Negative)

	· Had he been going to watch the movie?
· Had they been complaining about his study?
	Had+ Sub+ been+V4+Obj?
(Interrogative)


Uses of Past Perfect Continuous Tense
It is used for an action that began before a certain period in the past and continue up to that time.
Examples:
We had been enjoying our holidays for two days.
She had not been suffering from headache for half an hour.
At that time, he had been writing this book for two years.
3. Future Tense
A verb that refers to future time is said to be in Future Tense. There are four branches of Future Tense. They are discussed below.
Future Tense
Simple Future		Future Continuous		Future Perfect	
Future Perfect Continuous
			
				


a. Simple Future Tense
Simple Future Tense is used in the situation that action takes place in future.
generally if the situation is certain.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· Raju will get the first prize.
· He will meet you there.
· I shall go there.
	Sub+will/shall/V1+	
(Affirmative)

	· Raju will not get the first prize.
· He will not meet you there.
· I shall not go there.
	Sub+ will/shall+not +V1 +	
(Negative)

	· Will Raju get the first prize?
· Will he will meet you there? 
· Shall I go there?
	Will/ShalH- Sub+V’+....
(Interrogative)




Simple Future Tense is used:
a. to talk about the actions or events that will take place in the future.
Examples:
· She will help you tomorrow.
· My friends will come in July.
b. to talk about the things which are beyond our control.
Examples:
· There will be high temperature in June.
· It will get dark at night.
· It will rain in May.
c. in conditional sentences.
Examples:
· If you study hard, you will pass.
· The harvest will be good if it rains.
· She will be cured if she takes medicines regularly.
b. Future Continuous Tense
Future Continuous Tense is used in the situation that action will be going on at sometime in the future.
		 


	Sentences
	Structures

	· My brother will be learning me.
· They will be removing the posters in five minutes.
· We shall be marching towards the class after an hour.
	Sub+ will/shall+be+V4+.... (Affirmative)

	· My brother will not be learning me.
· They will not be removing the posters in five minutes.
· We shall not be marching towards the class after an hour.
	Sub+ will/shall+not+be+V4+.... (Negative)

	· Will my brother be learning me?
· Will they be removing the posters in five minutes?
· Shall we be marching towards the class after an hour?
	Will/Shall+ Sub+be+V4+	
(Interrogative)


It is used to express an action that will be continuing at some point in future time.
Example:
We shall be learning our lesson.
c. Future Perfect
Future Perfect Tense is used if the action will be completed in certain period of time in future.
	Sentences
	Structures

	· She will have reached there by 7 o'clock.
· The match will have started by 2 pm
· The result will have published by Sunday.
	Sub+ will/shali+have+V3+Obj. (Affirmative)

	· She will have not reached there by 7 o'clock.
· The match will not have started by 2 pm
· The result will not have published by Sunday.
	Sub+ will/shalI+not+have+V3+Obj. (Negative)





	· Will she have reached there by 7 o'clock?
· Will the match have started by 2 pm?
· Will the result have published by Sunday?
	Will/Shall+ Sub+ have+V3+Obj. (Interrogative)

	It is used to talk about actions that will be completed by a certain time in future.
· She will have become a doctor by 2020.
· The new session of the school will have started by 1st July.
d. Future Perfect Continuous
Future Perfect Continuous Tense is used if the action will have been going on for a certain time in future.

	Sentences
	Structures

	· By the end of March I will have been learning English for eight years.
· Everybody will have been preparing for the exam in December.
	Sub+ will/shall+have+been+V4+	
(Affirmative)

	· By the end of March I shall not have been learning Spanish for two years.
· Everybody will not have been preparing for the exam in December.
	Sub+ will/
shall+not+have+been+V4+	
(Negative)

	· Shall I have been learning English for two years by the end of March?
· Will everybody have been preparing for the exam in December?
	Will/Shall- Sub+
have+been+V4+	(Interrogative)


It is used for actions which will be in progress over a period of time that will end in future.
· By next month, he will have been serving for five years.
· I will have been working in this company for two years by next
January.


Exercise 1
Rewrite the following sentences selecting the best alternatives given below.
	a.
	Have you got an umbrella? It……	outside.
i. rained	ii. raining	iii. rains	iv. was raining

	b.
	The moon ……	round	the earth in about 27 days,
i. went	ii. is going	iii. will go	iv. goes

	c.
	’How did you learn to drive?' My brother……	me.'
i. teachers ii. will teach	iii. teach	iv. taught

	d.
	I……	TV	at this time yesterday but today I'm reading,
i. was watching ii. watched iii. had watched iv. watch

	e.
	I fell asleep while I……	a	book.
i. read	ii. reading	iii. was reading	iv. had read

	f.
	He……	four cups of coffee up to now.
i. drinks	ii. drank	iii. drunk	iv. has drunk

	g-
	I started reading this book one hour ago. I……	ten	pages so
far.
i. read	ii. have read	iii. am reading	iv. had read.

	h.

	There's very heavy rain today. It……	for	two hours now.
i. is raining	ii. has rained iii. will rain iv. has been raining


	i.
	She……	English	for six months, yet she can't speak fluently.
i. has been learning ii.    is learning iii.    was learning iv.     learns

	J-
	When I saw her, she……	blue	jacket.
i. wear	ii. had worn	iii. wears	iv. wore

	k.
	"Was Hari at the party when you arrived?" "No, he ……		
home."
i. had already left ii. left	iii. was leaving	iv. will leave

	1.
	When I arrived home I was very tired. I……	hard all day.
i. was working	ii. worked iii. am working iv. had been working

	m.
	I……	you after half an hour. Wait till then!
i. meet	ii. met	iii. will meet	iv. have met


		
	




n. Don't worry about the exam. I am sure you ........
i. will pass      ii. pass	iii. are passing    iv. were passing

o. I……	home	by this time tomorrow.
i. reach ii. be reaching iii. will have reached iv. will reach
Exercise 2
Change the following sentences as indicated in the brackets.
a. She will have finished the work tomorrow. (Simple past)
b. Reena will have written a poem.(Present Continuous)
c. He decorates his house. (Future continuous)
d. The cows are grazing in the field.(Past Perfect Continuous)
e. [bookmark: bookmark13]My father will invite my friends on my birthday party. (Present Perfect)
f. [bookmark: bookmark14]They have climbed the mountain. (Simple Future)
g. [bookmark: bookmark15]We ordered only one pizza. (Past Perfect)
h. [bookmark: bookmark16]The radio station played my song. (Simple Present)
i. [bookmark: bookmark17]That puppy is sleeping. (Future Perfect)
j. [bookmark: bookmark18]I am listening the music. (Future Perfect Continuous)
k. [bookmark: bookmark19]We have managed all the programme. (Present Perfect Continuous)
l. [bookmark: bookmark20]Ramesh read a book. (Simple Present)
m. [bookmark: bookmark21]Rejee sang beautifully. (Past Continuous)
n. [bookmark: bookmark22]She will dance nicely. (Present Continuous)
o. [bookmark: bookmark23]We watched an interesting movie. (Future Perfect)
[bookmark: bookmark24][bookmark: bookmark25][bookmark: bookmark26]Exercise 3
[bookmark: bookmark27][bookmark: bookmark28][bookmark: bookmark29]Put in the right form of the verb in brackets:
Laura : Hello, George! What………..	
(you/ do) these days?
George : Hi, Laura. I ………..	(learn)	French and
Spanish at college. What about you?
Laura : Me? Oh, I……….	(work)	at a Travel
Agency until August.



George: ……	(you	/ like) it?

Laura: Yes, I do. I…..	(work) in the shop most
mornings, and three afternoons a week the manager…..	
(tell) me about the travel business. I………	(work)
quite long hours. I……………	(not / get) home until
six, but I……………..	(prefer) that to not having
enough to do.

George: Yes, I…	(work) hard too at the moment.
It……..	(become) more and more difficult to get a job
using languages. They………	(ask)	for higher and higher
exam grades all the time.

Laura: You can do it, George. You….. (be) clever.

George: Thanks. Laura.


Exercise 4

Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the verbs given in the brackets	(bring) me flowers.
	
a. He often……… (bring) me  flowers.
b………..(you/meet) Sushil yesterday?
c. Father ………. (work) in the garden now.
d. What ……… (work) in the garden now. 
e. She …… (go) to school on foot every day.
f. It………… (be) hot yesterday. 
g. The baby …………………. (not/sleep) now.
h. He never ………… (drive) fast.
i. Tom …… (live) in London three years ago.
j. My mother ……… (make) some coffee now.
k. I …… (talk) on the telephone at the moments.
l. Listen! The birds…… (sing) in the garden.
	


m.	I often	……(buy)	fruit from the greengrocer’s.
n.	That man …………	 (laugh) at the
moment.
o.	The cat…………	(play)	with a ball now.
Exercise 5
Complete the sentences. Use the words in parentheses. Use simple present, present continuous, or simple past.
a. I ………..	(go / not) to a movie last night. I………..
(stay) home.
b. Fred ………..	(come / not) to class every day.
c. Soniya ……….. 	 (read) a book right now. She
(watch / not) TV.
d. I………..	(finish / not) my homework last night.
I ……….. (go) to bed early.
e. Jane ………..	 (stand / not) up right now. She…..
(sit) down.
f. It ………..	 (rain / not) right now. The rain…..
(stop) a few minutes ago.
g. The weather………..	(be / not) cold today, but it	………..
(be) cold yesterday.
h. Manisha and I ……….. 	(go / not) shopping yesterday.
We………..	(go) shopping last Monday.
i. I ……….. (go) to a movie last night, but I…….	
(enjoy /not) it.
j. I ………..	 (write) a letter to my girlfriend yesterday, but I……..
(write / not) a letter to her last week.
k. The children ………..	(go) to bed a half an hour ago. They……
(sleep) now.
l. We ………..	 (be) late for the movie last night.
The movie ………..	 (start) at 7:00, but we………..
(arrive / not) until 7:15.
m. She usually………..	(take) the bus to school.
n. Her friend never ………..	 (remember) her
birthday.
o. We………..	(watch) a film on television at
[bookmark: _GoBack]the moment.
		

