Unit 14 Subject verb agreement

Choose the best verb that agrees with the subject from the following text.
This is a book about fast food, the values it (embody / embodies), and the world it has made. Fast food (has / have) proven to be a revolutionary force in American life; I (am/is) interested in it both as a commodity and as a metaphor. What people eat (or don't eat) has always been determined by a complex interplay of social, economic, and technological forces. The early Roman Republic was fed by its citizen-farmers; the Roman Empire, by its slaves. A nation's diet can be more revealing than its art or literature. On any given day in the United States about one-quarter of the adult population (visit/visits) a fast food restaurant. During a relatively brief period of time, the fast food industry has helped to transform not only the American diet, but also our landscape, economy, workforce, and popular culture. Fast food and its consequences (are/is) inescapable, regardless of whether you eat it or twice a day, try to avoid it, or have never taken a single bite...
The McDonald's Corporation has become a powerful symbol of America's service economy, which is [image: ]
Figure 1 fast food
now responsible for 90 percent of the country's new jobs. In 1968, McDonald's operated about one thousand restaurants. Today it has about twenty-eight thousand restaurants worldwide and (open I opens) almost two thousand new ones each year. An estimated one out of every eight workers in the United States has at some point been employed by McDonald's. The company annually (hires / hire)
about one million people, more than any other American organization, public or private. McDonald's is the nation's largest purchaser of beef, pork, and potatoes -- and the second largest purchaser of chicken. The McDonald's Corporation is the largest owner of retail property in the world. Indeed, the company (earns / earn) the majority of its profits not from selling food but from collecting rent. McDonald’s  (spend / spends) more money on advertising and marketing than any other brand As a result it has replaced Coca-Cola as the world's most famous brand. McDonald's operates more playgrounds than any other private entity in the United States. It is one of the nation's largest distributors of toys. A survey of American school children found that 96 percent could identify Ronald McDonald. The only fictional character with a higher degree of recognition (were /was) Santa Claus. The impact of McDonald's on the way we live today is hard to overstate. The Golden Arches (is / are) now more widely recognized than the Christian cross.
	 


[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]The basic rule of subject verb agreement is that a singular subject takes a singular verb while a plural subject takes a plural verb.
Singular Verbs : is, was, has, does, V5 (with singular subjects)
Plural Verbs : are, were, have , do , VI (with plural subjects)
1. [bookmark: bookmark5][bookmark: bookmark3][bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark6]Singular nouns and pronouns that denote one always agree with singular verbs e.g.
· Samir works at school.
· Rohan is telling a story.
· She was listening the music.
· Anisha has cooked meal.
2. [bookmark: bookmark9][bookmark: bookmark10][bookmark: bookmark7][bookmark: bookmark8]Plural nouns and pronouns that denote more than one always agree with plural verbs. For example:
· Achyut and Nirmal are presenting their project work.
· You have wasted the time.
· They were gossiping in the classroom.
3. [bookmark: bookmark11]The words like cattle, people, police, sheep, fish, poultry, vermin etc seem to be singular but they are plural and they often agree with plural verbs. For example:
· The cattle are following their herd.
· The vermin were spread in the field.
· The deer are being chased by the tiger.
· The fish are swimming in the pond.
· The police have moved towards the disaster area.
Note: deer, fish, sheep might be used both with singular and plural verb in case of the context. The context determine their agreement. For instance if single deer is supposed to be indicated, the singular verb is used; A deer is grazing in the field.)
4. [bookmark: bookmark12]The words like News, Politics, mathematics, goods, wages, summons etc seem to be plural but they are always singular and agree with singular verbs. For example:
· The news is spreading all over the world.
· Politics is essential for the nation.


· The wages of sin is death. 
· Mathematics is the easiest of all.
5. The following indefinite pronouns agree with singular verbs. Somebody, someone, everybody, everything, everyone, nobody, no one, anybody, anyone, anything, one, another, either, each, neither etc.. e.g.
· Somebody has followed me.
· Everybody is watching "Meri Bassai".
· Everything was well managed for the seminar.
However, the following indefinite pronouns always take plural verbs. Few, many, both, others, several e.g.
· Both criminals were given punishment.
· A few students have disturbed the class.
· Several boys were accused of cheating.
· Others have submitted the project work.
6. Subjects with ’each, each of, every, either, either of, neither, neither of one, one of, etc. are always singular and agree with singular verbs, e.g.
· Each and every boy has to come in proper uniform.
· Either of us is very sincere for the study.
· Every man and woman is sure to present here.
· Neither of the students has arranged their exercise books.
7. Uncountable nouns are always singular and agree with singular verbs. For example:
· Water boils at 100 degree Celsius.
· Oxygen is very important for us.
· Water is essential for us.
8. Verbal Nouns (gerunds and to-infinitives always agree with singular verbs.
· Smoking is injurious for health.
· To smoke is injurious to health.
· To walk is healthy.
· Swimming makes active.
· Eating junk food ruins our health.
	 


9. Adjectives as subjects which occur with 'the' agree with plural verbs, e.g
· The poor are honest.
· The youth are encouraged to work hard
· I he Nepalese have varieties of socio-cultural aspects.
· The rich are selfish.
10. Expressions that separate subject from the verbs by the words such as 'as well as, along with, besides with, together with, and some prepositional phrases' choose the verb according to the number of the first subject,
e.g.
· Januka as well as her brothers is going to Pokhara next week.
· The children along with their father are having lunch at Kwality Food Cafe.
11. A compound subject whose parts are joined by 'and' normally takes a plural verb. e.g.
· The man and woman were discussing about the election.
· Usha and Uma are twins.
· Bishal and Rajendra have gone to Korea.
When two nouns together joined by 'and' form a phrase which expresses a single idea, the subjects agree with singular verbs. For example:
· Bread and butter is my breakfast.
· The horse and carriage is following the crowd.
· Truth and honesty is a good virtue.
· Rice and daal is our favourite dish.
When two nouns are joined by 'and' and refers to the same person or thing, the subject agree with singular verbs. In such cases the article or determiner comes with only one noun. e.g.
· The Science teacher and accountant is preparing a lesson plan.
· The author and editor was searching a good story book.
· My guardian and uncle has planned to go for hiking.


When they refer to two persons or things, the subject agree with plural verbs. In such case, the article or determiner comes with both nouns.
E.g.
· The teacher and the Principal are talking about the progress report of the students.
· The author and the editor were searching books in the library.
12. Arithmetic sums normally agree with singular verbs.
· Five plus three equals eight.
· Ten minus four is six.
· (But "Five and three make eight.)
13. Expressions of quantity that indicate percent, fraction, part, majority, some, all, none, most of, a quarter of, none of, half of, good deal etc agree with singular verb if the subject is uncountable and plural if the subject is countable noun. e.g.
· All the milk is mixed with water, (uncountable)
· All of the students are presented, (countable)
· Most of the bread is stale, (uncountable)
· Most of the people have taken part in election, (countable)
· A good deal of time was used during the exam.
14. Plural expressions of distance, money, time, etc. considered as a single unit normally agree with singular verbs, e.g.
· Five minutes was allowed to each speakers in debate programme.
· Five kilograms is not sufficient.
· Ten thousand rupees has not been given for the presenters.
15. When nouns or pronouns are joined by 'or', 'nor', 'either...or', 'either ... nor', the verb often agrees with the number of the noun or nearest to the verb.
a. Singular noun+ singular.
· Either Mohan or the Radhika has written a note for me.
· Neither the rat nor the cat was found in the house.
· Neither the Principal nor the accountant is aggressive.
	



b. Plural noun + Plural noun
· Either the boys or the girls have attempted all the questions. 
· Neither the cats nor the dogs were brought from America.
c.  Singular noun + Plural noun
· Either a goat or the buffalos have been used as meat.
· Neither the boy nor the girls were asking the questions.
d. Pronoun + Pronoun
· Either you or I am going to church.
· Neither you nor he was listening carefully.
e. Noun+ Pronoun
· Either Rajesh or I am visiting museum. 
· Neither my brother nor I go to picnic meat.
Note:
a. When a singular and plural subjects are connected by 'or’, either…or	
put the plural subject at last and use a plural verb.
b. Put the pronouns in the order of third-second-first persons and use verb according to the last one.
16. When the nouns are joined by 'not only ... but also', apostrophe; the verb often agrees with number of the noun or pronoun nearest to the verb. e.g.
· Not only Hari ram but also his brothers have joined Nepal Army.
· Not only the students but also their teacher was joining the programme.
· Prapti's brothers have joined the college.
· The boys' school is 50m away from the church.
17. Collective nouns with the structure 'Collective noun + of + plural noun' usually agree with singular verbs, e.g.
· The bunch of keys was given to the neighbor.
· A bouquet of flowers is given for the bridegroom. 
· An army of caterpillars has disturbed our way.
But quantifying expressions such as 'a lot of, a number of, the majority of, he rest of, etc are plural determiners and agree with plural verbs.
	


· A lot of students are taking sunbathing.
· A number of boys were asking for help.
18. The number of + plural noun + singular verb +	
· The number of girls is addressing the mass. 
· The number of cars was displayed in the showroom.
19. A number of + plural noun + plural verb +	
· A number of girls are addressing the mass.
· A number of cars were displayed in the showroom.
20. Many + a + singular noun + singular verb +	e.g.
· Many a worker has resigned from the job.
· Many a boy is interested to join the football club.
21. More than + singular noun + singular verb. e.g.
· More than one student has entered into the hall.
· More than one student is brilliant.
22. More than + Plural noun + Plural verb e.g.
· More than two dogs have chased the jackal.
· More than five members have cancelled the meeting.
23. Plural noun which is a proper noun for some single object or some collective unit must be followed by a singular verb,
· Gulliver's Travel was written by Jonathan Swift.
· The United States has a big navy.	
· The Arabian Nights is still a great favourite.
· Raute's Lives is an interesting book.
24. Some nouns like scissors/ shorts/ pants/ jeans/ trousers/ binoculars tongs/ pliers take a plural verb,
· My trousers have some stickers.
· These scissors were not very sharp.
· The pliers are on the table.
· The pants are bought from the Bishal Bazzar.
But,
A pair of trousers/ shorts/ pliers/ pants/ jeans/ binoculars/ tongs/ pliers, takes a singular verb
A pair of scissors is blunt.
	 


25. Collective nouns such as committee, crew, government, parliament, jury, committee, staff, family, team, audience may take either singular or plural verb
· The team is / are playing well.
· The audiences is / are so curious to know the third President of Nepal.
26. If the name of a state, country or institution denotes a team we should use plural verb.
· Nepal have taken part in World Cup Football.
· India have kept the world record in World Cup Cricket. 
· Argentina have won the World Cup for many times.
27. Relative Pronoun as a Subject
· If the subject is a relative pronoun, it agrees with the antecedent. [Singular antecedent singular verb; Plural antecedent -> plural verb]
· I, who am your brother, should have been updated with your study.
· I am the person who has helped you during the disaster.
· This is one of the best students who have solved a difficult problem.
28. This/That +kind/type +of
· These/Those + kinds /types/ sorts + of
· This/That + kind/sort/type + of + singular noun singular verb 
· This kind of behavior is not good for the organization.
· This/That +kind/sort/type + of + plural noun plural verb 
· This type of people do not harm me.
· These/Those + kinds/sorts/types +of -> plural noun
· These types of activities are not suitable for the students
· Those sorts/types of expensive gadgets are not available in this town
29. [bookmark: bookmark13]It + be + noun/pronoun
· It + be + I/they/ any noun or pronoun singular verb
· It is I who volunteered the workshop.
· It is they who donated the blood.
· It is you who disturbed the class.
30. [bookmark: bookmark16][bookmark: bookmark14][bookmark: bookmark15][bookmark: bookmark17]More than one
· More than one + singular noun-> singular verb
· More than one goat was left in the jungle.
· More than one person has been honoured with CNN Hero.
· More + plural noun + than one -> plural verb
				


· More goats than one have been left in the jungle.
· More girls than one were in school-uniform.
Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the brackets:
a. One of my friends……..gone to France, (has/have)
b. Each of the boys………given a present, (was/were)
c. Neither of the contestants ….. able to win a decisive victory, (was/were )
d. Oil and water…..	not mix. (was/were)
e. He and I………	at Oxford together, (was/were)
f. Slow and steady………	the race, (win/wins)
g. Neither Peter nor James……….	any right to the property, (has/have)
h. No prize or medal…….. 	given to the boy, though he stood first in the
examination, (was/were)
i. Either Samjhana or Bishal……….	responsible for this great achievement,
(is/are)
j. Neither the Minister nor his colleagues……….	given an explanation for
this, (has/have)
k. A saw in addition to a hammer and nails…..	necessary for this work,
(is/are)
l. The U-19 cricket team…..	all under nineteen years of age. (is/are)
m. [bookmark: bookmark18]The legs of the bench………	been broken, (has/have)
n. [bookmark: bookmark19]Writing many letters……..	her happy, (make/makes)
o. [bookmark: bookmark20]No salary……..	given to the teacher, (was/were)
[bookmark: bookmark21][bookmark: bookmark22][bookmark: bookmark23]Exercise 2
[bookmark: bookmark24][bookmark: bookmark25][bookmark: bookmark26]Mark the appropriate verb choice for each of the following sentences.
a. [bookmark: bookmark27]The noisy students (have, has) to leave after two warnings.
b. [bookmark: bookmark28]She is the only one of the students who (have, has) failed the test.
c. [bookmark: bookmark29]The crying baby (irritate, irritates) them.
d. [bookmark: bookmark30]The longest of the presentations (is, are) the next group.
e. [bookmark: bookmark31]The students and their teacher (is, are) traveling to the competition.
f. [bookmark: bookmark32]Either one of the choices (is, are) going to disrupt the schedule.
	 


g. This is the stereo system that (have, has) been purchased most often in our store.
h. Nobody (dare, dares) to challenge the teacher when she is wrong.
i. The players or their coach (is, are) holding a press conference.
j. Neither of the students (has, have) been to Europe.
k. The problems (was, were) due to a misunderstanding.
l. Which (is, are) more interesting, the red jackets or the blue sweaters?
m. (Has, Have) the manager or the assistant manager approached you?
n. Joan, as well as my sister, (is, are) in college now.
o. Several of the students (has, have) left.
Exercise 3
Mark the appropriate verb choice for each of the following sentences.
a. Both of the children (has, have) red notebooks.
b. One of the best known love stories (is, are) Romeo and Juliet.
c. Mathematics (is, are) very difficult for many students to master.
d. She is one of the girls who (have, has) long hair.
e. She or her sisters (is, are) going.
f. Each of the exercises (take, takes) about twenty minutes to complete.
g. The ladies and the child (is, are) planning to have pizza for lunch.
h. The teacher, along with her students, (is, are) determined to have a good year.
i. Please tell me when John and Mary (go, goes) to the store.
j. The class (watch, watches) a movie every Friday night.
k. The number of issues (seem, seems) to be increasing.
l. The husband and his wife (drive, drives) a convertible.
m. Hardly anyone (speak, speaks) to her.
n. He or his sister (want, wants) to visit Europe next summer.
o. She (take, takes) her dog for a walk each evening.
Exercise 4
[bookmark: bookmark33][bookmark: bookmark34][bookmark: bookmark35]Mark the appropriate verb choice for each of the following sentences.
a. [bookmark: bookmark36]The brother and sister (want, wants) to visit their aunt and uncle.
b. [bookmark: bookmark37]The high school senior, along with his parents, (is, are) upset over the sudden policy change.



c. The songs they sing (stay, stays) in my mind all day.
d. Ten dollars (is, are) too much to charge for such a small item.
e. She and her mother (talk, talks) on the phone almost every day.
f. The blue ones (seem, seems) to match best.
g. Teenagers and their parents (see, sees) things very differently.
h. She, against her aunt's wishes, (have, has) decided to go skiing instead.
i. When the two of them (go, goes) together, they always have fun.
j. He and his girlfriend (love, loves) to go camping.
k. Rice and daal (is/are) his favourite dish.
l. A packet of cigarattes (is/are) not enough for him.
m. Most of the students (is/are) weak in English.
n. The actor and producer (is/are) making a new film now.
o. The actor and the producer (is/are) making a new film now
Exercise 5
Correct the sentence that has an error in subject verb agreement.
a. Both Bijaya and Barsha has published their stories in major journals.
b. Neither students have the assignment completed.
c. The problem take them all evening to complete.
d. He is one of the students who have taken the exam.
e. He and his girlfriend talks on the phone constantly.
f. Neither she nor her parents wants to go to the dinner.
g. The professor and the one of her research assistants is presented at every meeting.
h. The young couple has a new home in a beautiful neighborhood.
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Either the professor or his students has prepared the grant submission.
j. Neither the students nor their professor are going to the meeting.
k. The number of students are increasing.
l. Each of her daughters have developed a unique style.
m. Neither Suzi nor her sisters has been able to find the missing earring.
n. There seem to be a growing interest in that class.
o. Two books, a pen, a steno tablet, and some candy was found in the briefcase.
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