Unit 13	Voice
Introduction: Active and Passive Voice
Underline all the passives from the following passage.
Acid rain is caused by burning coal and oil. When either fuel is burned, it releases poisonous gases which are carried up into the atmosphere and sometimes transported long distances.

Over 3000 research projects have been carried out to look into acid rain, and a decision to tackle the problem has been taken in most of the western European countries. Measures have been taken in Scandinavia and in Central Europe to stop the pollution before it is dumped on the environment: and a diplomatic campaign has been launched to countries that the problem has to be considered as a major ecological threat.
“Five years ago this issue was not being treated seriously,” says one of the leading environmental group, “but now that damage has been reported in large areas of forest and Lakeland our politicians are being forced to take action. This problem must be solved quickly: if governments do nothing, they will be faced in two or three years' time with the accusation that they have allowed our forests to die.” A major international initiative to combat acid rain is expected in the near future.
Read the following sentences:
· [bookmark: bookmark0]Kumar composes a poem.
· [bookmark: bookmark1]A poem is composed by Kumar.
These above sentences express the same meaning. However, there is a difference The first sentence shows that the subject 'Kumar' does something, that is active .The second sentence expresses that something is done to the subject and the subject is the passive receiver of the action, that is passive.


A transitive verb, that is, a verb which has an object, has two voices: Active and Passive.
Read the following sentences:
· Narayan chased the tiger.
In this sentence, the subject (Narayan) performs the action (chased). So it is called the active voice.
Similarly, "She buys a book." is also in active voice because the subject performs the action.
If the subject of the verb is the doer of the action, it is said to be in the active voice.
Now look at this sentences:
· The tiger was chased by Narayan.
· A book is bought by him.
In these sentences, the subjects (Ravi and he) receive the action (killed and recited). Such sentences are said to be in passive voice.
When the subject of the verb in a sentence receives the action is said to be in the passive voice.
Active verbs are simple and direct due to which communication is very easy and effective. But passive verbs are indirect, so they are less effective to communicate.
There are certain rules to be followed while changing the active voice into passive. They are:
· Only transitive verbs can be used in passive voice.
· Subject and object interchange their places.
· 'Be' verb is used at the same time.
· Main verb is changed into past participle (V3)
· 'The subject becomes an agent, preceded by 'by'
· The tense of the sentence does not change; only the form changes.




The pronouns are changed as shown in the table below
	I - me
	they - them
	we - us

	he - him
	she - her
	you - you


Read the following sentences:
1. Simple Present
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	He writes a letter.
I read the book.
They buy fruits every day.
 He helps me.
	A letter is written by him. 
The book is read by me. Fruits are bought by them. 
I am helped by him.

	Sub+V1/V5 + Obj.
	Obj+is/am/are+V3+by + Sub.


2. Present Continuous
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	He is watching a film. 
We are eating sweets.
 He is calling me.
	A film is being watched by him. 
Sweets are being eaten by us.
I am being called him.

	Sub+is/am/are+V4 + Obj.
	Obj + is/am/are+being+V3+by +
Sub.


3. Present Perfect
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	She has written a letter. 
They have informed me. 
Deepak has invited them.
	A letter has been written by her.
 I have been informed by them. 
They have been invited by him.

	Sub+has/have+V3 + Obj.
	Obj+has/have/been+V3+by + Sub.



4. Present Perfect Continuous (No Change).
5. Simple past
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	Deepak wrote a letter.
 We won the match. 
He admired them.
	A letter was written by Deepak. 
The match was won by us. 
They were admired by him.

	Sub+V2 + Obj.
	Obj+was/were+V3+by + Sub.


	



6. Past Continuous
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	She was collecting fund.
 The boys were carrying bags.
 They were reading a book.
	Fund was being collected by her.
 Bags were being carried by the boys.
A book was being read by them.

	Sub+was/were+V4 + Obj.
	Obj+was/were+being+ V3+by + Sub.


7. Past Perfect
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	They had counted the votes.
They had selected the cricket team.
He had given a gift to me.
	The votes had been counted by them.
The cricket team had been selected by them.
I had been given a gift by him.

	Sub+had +V3 + Obj.
	Obj+had+ been +V3+by + Sub.


8. Past Perfect Continuous: No change
9. Simple future
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	They will count the votes.
 He will welcome them.
 She will invite me.
	The votes will be counted by them.
They will be welcomed by him. I shall be invited by her.

	Sub+will/shall +V1 + Obj.
	Obj+shaIl/will+be+V3+by + Sub.


10. Future Continuous: No change
11. Future Perfect
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	They will have sold a car.
 I will have told the truth. 
She will have purposed me.
	A car will have been sold by them.
The truth will have been told by me.
I shall have been purposed by her.

	Sub+will/shall +have+V3 + Obj.
	Obj+shall/will+have+been+V3+by + Sub.





12. Future Perfect Continuous: No change
13. Going to Future
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	I am going to read a book.
 They are going to create problems.
	A book is going to be read by me.
Problems are going to be created by them.

	Sub+going to+V1 + Obj.
	Obj+is/am/are+ going to+ be +V3+by + Sub.


14. Imperative Sentences
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	Open the window.
Don't disturb your parents.
 Buy the course book.
	Let the window be opened.
Let your parents not be disturbed.
Let the course book be bought.

	
	Let+Obj+be+V3+by + Sub.


15. Modal Verbs:
While changing modal verbs (can, could, shall, should, will, would, may, might, must...) and other verbs like has to, have to and had to, the verbs are changed to the third form and 'be' verb is added before a verb.
[bookmark: bookmark2][bookmark: bookmark3]Examples:
He should write a letter. (Active)
A letter should be written by him. (Passive)
[bookmark: bookmark4]16. Use of "Let" in command; "should" in request
· [bookmark: bookmark5]Tell me the answer.
Let me be told the answer (Let the answer be told to me.)
· [bookmark: bookmark6]Please, tell me the answer.
I should be told the answer.
The answer should be told to me.
You are requested to tell me the answer.
· [bookmark: bookmark7]Let him drive your car.
Let your car be driven by him.
	 



At a glance
	Tenses
	Active voice
	Passive voice

	Simple present
	Sub+v1/v5+obj
	Sub+am/is/ are+v3+obj

	Present continuous
	Sub+am/is/are+v4+obj
	Sub+am/is/ are+being+v3+obj

	Present perfect
	Sub+has/have+v3+obj
	Sub+has/ have+been+v3+obj

	Present perfect continuous
	Sub+has/ have+been+v4+obj
	No passive

	Simple past
	Sub+v2+obj
	Sub+was/were+v3+obj

	Past continuous
	Sub+was/were+v4+obj
	Sub+was/ were+being+v3+obj

	Past perfect
	Sub+had+v3+obj
	Sub+had+been+v3+obj

	Past perfect continuous
	Sub+had+been+v4+obj
	No passive

	Simple future
	Sub+will/shall+v1+obj
	Sub+will/shall+be+v3+obj

	Future continuous
	Sub+will/shal l+be+v4+obj
	No passive

	Future perfect
	Sub+will/
shall+have+v3+obj
	Sub+will/
shall+have+been+v3+obj

	Future perfect continuous
	Sub+will/
shall+have+been+v4+obj
	No passive


Exercise 1
Supply the correct tense or voice:
a. These magazines…….	(read) by 1.000.000 people every week.
b. Where…….	the	cars	(sell) in this town?
c. [bookmark: bookmark8]The trees…….	(must / cut) once a day.
d. [bookmark: bookmark9]This carpet…….	(already/ clean).
e. [bookmark: bookmark10]Nobody…….	(eat) breakfast yet.
f. [bookmark: bookmark11]…….	the car…….	(check) by the mechanic yesterday?
g. [bookmark: bookmark12]The helicopter ... (fly) to Mustang when it suddenly... (crash) last month.
h. [bookmark: bookmark13]How many books…….	(sell)	so far this month?
i. [bookmark: bookmark14]Your watch…….	(mend) at the moment.
j. [bookmark: bookmark15]A new school…….	(build) next to the bank next month.
k. [bookmark: bookmark16]The house…….	(paint)	when it began to rain yesterday.
l. [bookmark: bookmark17]His shirt looks dirty. I think it…….	(not / clean) since last Tuesday.
m. [bookmark: bookmark18]If you took these pills, you…….	(get) well.



n…………..	(Can / he / play) football when he was ten years old? 	

o. This hospital ……….. (build) in 1980.

Exercise 2

Change the following sentences into passive voice.
a. Someone has already paid the electrician for his work.
b. They taught him French and gave him a dictionary.
c. When we first met, they had already offered me a job at the bank.
d. A man requested the stranger to leave the meeting.
e. A young woman asked the rest of us to be there at eight o’clock.
f. They had eaten all the dinner before they finished the conversation.
g. Who wrote it?
h. The author has written a special edition for children.
i. Did the idea interest you?
j. Why didn’t they mend the roof before it fell in?
k. The burglars had cut a huge hole in the steel door.
l. The organizers will exhibit the paintings till the end of the month.
m. When did they ring the church bells?
n. Does listening to music disturb you?
o. People speak English all over the world.
[bookmark: bookmark19][bookmark: bookmark20]Exercise 3
[bookmark: bookmark21][bookmark: bookmark22][bookmark: bookmark23]Change the following Passive voice into active voice.
a. [bookmark: bookmark24]The time table must be revised.
b. [bookmark: bookmark25]A new edition of this book is published.
c. [bookmark: bookmark26]All shops are closed to protest against the police excesses.
d. [bookmark: bookmark27]The room was cleaned by Ramnarayan.
e. [bookmark: bookmark28]Why were you asked to leave before the time?
f. [bookmark: bookmark29]All the rules must be explained to you.
g. [bookmark: bookmark30]The news had been broadcasted from all the stations.
h. [bookmark: bookmark31]The vegetables were washed before cooking.
i. [bookmark: bookmark32]The parents were informed by post.
j. [bookmark: bookmark33]The final result will be published with the help of a computer.
k. [bookmark: bookmark34]Morning tea was served free of charge.
l. [bookmark: bookmark35]Atom bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
		


m. Instructions must be issued in time.
n. The examinations have been postponed.
o. We were being followed by two men.

Exercise 4

Rewrite the following sentences using the appropriate voice for the verbs
given in the brackets..
Hospitals are places where people …….		 (examine) and 	…….	
(bring) back to good health. I’m lucky because I …….		(never / take)
to hospital when she …….		 (hit) by a car last month. Luckily no bones
	…….			(break) but she…….		(examine) carefully and x-rays…….		 (take). She…….		(keep) there for a night and she…….		(give) permission
to leave the next day.
Ambulance services are also important. Patients …….		 (must	/ take)
to hospital as quickly as possible. A lot of people …….	 (kill) in road
accidents and a lot more	…….	 (injure) but if more ambulances
…….		(put)	into service, more lives…….		(can	/ save).
Exercise 5
Change these sentences from passive to active voice.
a. A book was being read by me.
b. A letter had been written by Sumitra.
c. Anyone had not been informed by me.
d. Cricket will not be played by him.
e. English will have been taught by Prof. Sapkota.
f. I was scolded by them.
g. Kites are being flown by the boys.
h. Many computer had been repaired by Narayan.
i. The work will have been finished by them by the evening.
j. These plants will be watered by a gardener.
k. Was a watch being bought by you?
l. Will a TV serial be watched by him?
m. Will the cricket team have been selected by tomorrow?
n. You will be invited in the party by Jonathan.
o. You will be invited in the party by them.
		
[bookmark: _GoBack]
