Unit 8 Adjectives
The young hikers walked through the dark woods. A few boys knew that they were lost, but most simply enjoyed the sweet smell of dried pine needles and autumn leaves that littered the ground. The weather was warm, and the hills were gentle, but as they continued on their way the sunlight became paler. The youngest boys started to ask their Scout leader when they could stop and eat their sandwiches. He told them that they would have to wait until they reach the little lake on the other side of the steep blue ridge ahead. After two long hours, the group of tired boys still had not reached the isolated lake that was their final destination, and one older boy suggested that they set up camp beside a babbling brook. They set up their canvas tents, lit a huge crackling fire, and ate their delicious supper. Just as they were climbing into their snug sleeping bags, they saw a beam of light, bright and narrow, piercing the inky darkness. With relief, the leader realized that they were six miles south of where they should have been. The car was obviously travelling on the Black River Road and they were only a mile or two from Mr. Jensen’s chicken farm. They weren’t lost at all!
The bold words in the above texts are adjectives. They are describing words. Hence, an adjective is a word that describes, identifies, modifies, or quantifies a noun or a pronoun giving more information about it.
Kinds of Adjectives
Adjectives are
Adjective of Quality 
Adjective of Quantity
  Adjective of Number 
Demonstrative Adjective
 Interrogative Adjective 
 Possessive Adjective 

Adjectives of quality are
Positive
Comparative
Superlative


1. Adjective of Quality (What kind of?)
Adjective of quality defines kind or quality of a person or thing, especially subject. For example:
· She is a middle-aged girl.
· I have heard a melodious sound.
· He is a brave warrior.
· They are intelligent workers.
· We are laborious students.
 these above sentences the words middle-aged, melodious, brave, intelligent and laborious are adjectives. These adjectives answer the question: Of what kind?
2. Adjective of Quantity (How much?)
Adjective of quantity shows the amount of a thing. For example:
· Babu has used enough materials while building the temple.
· We have sufficient food in the store room.
· She has kept much oil.
· Babita has got some books.
· She has carried five kilogram ghee from the dairy.
In these above sentences, the words enough, sufficient much, some and five kilogram  are adjectives. These adjectives answer the question: How much?.
3. [bookmark: bookmark0]Adjective of Number (How many)
Adjective of number tells the number (how many?) of persons, or things or in what order persons or things are. For example:
· I have three cellphones in my house.
· She has completed all her assignment.
· Some people are very active in 'Bagmati Cleaning Programme.'
· Each boys has submitted the work.
· Five students have participated in the debate programme.
In these above sentences, the words three, all, some, each and five are the adjectives of number. They answer the question: How many?


[bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]Adjective of number can be classified into three more types. They are:
a. [bookmark: bookmark3]Definite numeral adjectives - One, five, six, seven, first, second, fourth, seventh etc.
b. [bookmark: bookmark4]Indefinite numeral adjectives - all, some, no, few, several, many etc.
c. [bookmark: bookmark5]Distributive numeral adjectives - each, every, either, neither etc.

4. [bookmark: bookmark6]Demonstrative Adjective (Which one)
Demonstrative adjective points out (who/which) person or thing.
For example:
· This house belongs to the President.
· That painting is very beautiful.
· These players played well in the World Cup.
· Those trees are not found in my village.
· Such kind of work is admired by them.
In these above sentences, the words this, that, these, those and such are demonstrative adjectives. These words answer the questions: Who/Which one?
We do not have many demonstrative adjectives. You will see only this, these, that, those, yonder, such and certain as demonstrative adjectives.
5. [bookmark: bookmark7]Interrogative Adjective (asks question)
Interrogative adjective asks questions (which/what) about person or thing.
For example:
· Which novel do you like the most?
· Whose letter is received today?
· What kind of apartment are you seeking for?
· Who helped you to complete your work?
· How did he solve the problem?
In these sentences, the words which, whose, what, who and how are interrogative adjectives. They are used with nouns and ask questions.
6. [bookmark: bookmark8]Possessive Adjective (Whose)
Possessive adjective tells possession or belongingness of person, animal or thing. For examples:

 

· We have a technical institute.
· This is her house.
· This is his book.
· That is your tie.
· It is our apartment.
These above sentences, the words have, her, his, your and our are used as adjective of belongingness. They are called possessive adjectives. It answers  question: Whose?
My, our, your, his, her, its and their are used as possessive adjectives. My, your, his, her, and its are used if the possessor is singular. Our, your, and their re used if the possessor is plural. His is masculine. Her is feminine. Its is of neuter gender. My, our and your are used both for masculine and feminine render. Their is used for masculine, feminine as well as neuter gender. 

Formation of adjectives
A. Adjective
An adjective is a word used to describe a noun or a pronoun, for example, red as in red wine and hungry as in She's hungry.
Adjectives have two main features:
1. Most adjectives can go before a noun; this is known as their attributive use.
For example:
· a tall girl
· green grass
2. Most adjectives can also go after a link verb such as be or seem; this is known as their predicative use. For example:
· The roses are yellow.
· She is slim.
· These books seem interesting.
· He looks happy.
 Any adjective that can go into both of these positions is a normal adjective. When used predicatively (after a link verb), an adjective can either describe the subject of a sentence,
· The man is tall.
	
	


· She seems sad.
· or the object of the sentence 
· He painted the room green. 
· The children drove him mad.
Formation of adjectives
We can form adjectives
1. from nouns:
honour - honourable
beauty - beautiful
slave - slavish
2. from verbs:
quarrel - quarrelsome
talk-talkative
3. from other adjectives:
black - blackish
red - reddish
Let us learn how adjectives are formed with the help of some common suffixes.
In some cases, while adding a suffix we may have to alter the spellings slight
	Suffix
	Word
	Adjective
	Word
	Adjective

	-able/ible
	advise
	advisable
	comfort
	comfortable

	
	contempt
	contemptible
	favour
	favourable

	
	honour
	honourable
	love
	lovable

	
	memory
	memorable
	profit
	profitable

	
	terror
	terrible
	value
	valuable

	-al
	accident
	accidental
	autumn
	autumnal

	
	brute
	brutal
	centre
	central

	
	crime
	criminal
	economy
	economical

	
	empire
	imperial
	face
	facial

	
	essence
	essential
	herb
	herbal

	
	habit
	habitual
	industry
	industrial

	
	machine
	mechanical
	nature
	natural

	
	nation
	national
	navy
	naval


		


	-ar
	angle
	angular
	circle
	circular

	
	table
	tabular
	rectangle
	rectangular

	-ful
	beauty
	beautiful
	cheer
	cheerful

	
	duty
	dutiful
	faith
	faithful

	
	harm
	harmful
	mercy
	merciful

	
	peace
	peaceful
	respect
	respectful

	
	thought
	thoughtful
	use
	useful

	-ic
	angel
	angelic
	atmosphere
	atmospheric

	
	hero
	heroic
	poet
	poetic

	
	science
	scientific
	sympathy
	sympathetic

	-ish
	book
	bookish
	boy
	boyish

	
	child
	childish
	England
	English

	
	fever
	feverish
	fool
	foolish

	
	slave
	slavish
	
	

	-ive
	express
	expressive
	talk
	talkative

	-less
	care
	careless
	faith
	faithless

	
	harm
	harmless
	law
	lawless

	
	limit
	limitless
	mercy
	merciless

	
	name
	nameless
	thought
	thoughtless

	
	use
	useless
	taste
	tasteless

	-like
	child
	childlike
	life
	lifelike

	-ly
	brother
	brotherly
	coward
	cowardly

	
	day
	daily
	friend
	friendly

	
	king
	kingly
	hour
	hourly

	
	month
	monthly
	love
	lovely

	
	scholar
	scholarly
	alone
	lonely

	
	world
	worldly
	week
	weekly

	-OUS
	adventure
	adventurous
	contempt
	contemptuous

	
	danger
	dangerous
	fame
	famous

	
	glory
	glorious
	industry
	industrious

	
	mystery
	mysterious
	nerve
	nervous

	
	virtue
	virtuous
	courage
	courageous






	-some
	quarrel
	quarrelsome
	tire
	tiresome

	
	trouble
	troublesome
	whole
	wholesome

	-y
	anger
	angry
	blood
	bloody

	
	flower
	flowery
	gloom
	gloomy

	
	hand
	handy
	haste
	hasty

	
	noise
	noisy
	hill
	hilly

	
	hunger
	hungry
	might
	mighty

	
	need
	needy
	star
	starry

	
	stone
	stony
	storm
	stormy

	
	sun
	sunny
	taste
	tasty

	
	thirst
	thirsty
	wind
	windy

	
	worth
	worthy
	stick
	
sticky

	others
	affection
	affectionate
	east
	eastern

	
	France
	French
	west
	western

	
	wood
	wooden
	
	


Degree of Comparison
Adjective of quality has three degrees of comparison: Positive, Comparative and Superlative.
Read the following sentences.
· Hari is a tall boy.
· Ranjit is taller than Shyam.
· Ranjit is the tallest of all.
In the first sentence, the adjective tall tells us that Hari has the quality of tallness without saying how much tall he is.
In the second sentence, the adjective 'taller' tells us that Ranjit compared with Shyam that is he is more of the quality of tallness.
In the third sentence, the adjective 'tallest' tells us that of all these boys, Ranjit the greatest amount or the highest degree of quality of tallness.
This shows us that adjectives change in form (tall, taller, tallest) to show comparison. They are called the three Degrees of Comparison.
The adjective tall is said to be in the Positive Degree.
	 	


The adjective taller is said to be in the Comparative Degree.
The adjective tallest is said to be in the Superlative Degree.
Positive  Degree
The Positive Degree of an adjective is the adjective in its simple form. It is used to denote the mere existence of some quality of what we speak about. It is used when no comparison is made. In other words, it indicates a specific quality of a noun or pronoun without making any comparison.
 Examples:
· He is carrying a heavy load.
· I have long hair.
· They are intelligent people.
· It is a comfortable chair.
· She is a tall girl.
Comparative Degree
The Comparative Degree of an adjective denotes a higher degree of the quality than the Positive. It is used when two things are compared. The word 'than’ is used to show the comparison.
Examples:
· Iam taller than Meera.
· We are more intelligent than the girls.
· She is prettier than him.
· Pen is mightier than sword.
· Pretty is smaller than Jeshica.
Superlative Degree
The Superlative Degree of an adjective denotes the highest degree of quality, and is used when more than two things are compared. The Superlative Degree indicates maximum or minimum amount of a specific quality among more than two or nouns or pronouns. The article 'the’ is used before the superlative degree. Examples:
· Helen is the most beautiful girl.
· The elephant is the biggest land animal.
· Gorkhalis is are the bravest people in the history of the world.
	 


They are the most intelligent students.
Gold is the most expensive metal.
Formation of Comparative and Superlative Degrees
Most adjectives of one syllable, and some of more than one, form the Comparative by adding
 '-er' and the Superlative by adding '-est' to the positive.
For example
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	sweet
	sweeter
	sweetest

	small
	smaller
	smallest

	tall
	taller
	tallest

	bold
	bolder
	boldest


	thin
	thinner
	thinnest

	strong
	stronger
	strongest

	kind
	kinder
	kindest

	young
	younger
	youngest

	old
	older
	oldest

	great
	greater
	greatest

	clever
	cleverer
	cleverest

	clean
	cleaner
	cleanest


When the Positive ends in '-e', only '-r' and '-st' are added.
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	brave
	braver
	bravest

	fine
	finer
	finest

	white
	whiter
	whitest

	large
	larger
	largest

	able
	abler
	ablest

	noble
	nobler
				
noblest

	wise
	wiser
	wisest


When the Positive ends in '-y', preceded by a consonant, the '-y' is changed into '-i' before adding '-er' and '-est'.
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	happy
	happier
	happiest


	


	easy
	easier
	easiest

	heavy
	heavier
	heaviest

	merry
	merrier
	merriest

	Wealthy
	wealthier
	wealthiest



When the Positive is a word of one syllable and ends in a single consonant, receded by a short vowel, this consonant is doubled before adding '-er' and -est'.

	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	red
	redder
	reddest

	Big
	bigger
	biggest

	Hot
	hotter
	hottest

	Thin
	thinner
	thinnest

	sad
	sadder
	saddest

	fat
	fatter
	fattest


Adjectives of more than two syllables form the Comparative and Superlative  putting 'more' and 'most' before the Positive.
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	beautiful
	more beautiful
	most beautiful

	difficult
	more difficult
	most difficult

	industrious
	more industrious
	most industrious

	courageous
	more courageous
	most courageous


Two-syllable adjectives ending in '-ful', '-less', '-ing' and '-ed' and many others take 'more' and 'most'.
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	useful
	more useful
	most useful

	hopeless
	more hopeless
	most hopeless

	coring
	more boring
	most boring

	surprised
	more surprised
	most surprised

	modem
	more modem
	most modem

	recent	
	more recent
	most recent

	foolish
	more foolish
	most foolish

	famous	
	more famous
	most famous

	certain	
	more certain
	most certain



	


The following take either '-er' and '-est' or 'more' and 'most'.
	Positive
	Comparative
	Superlative

	polite
	politer more polite
	politest most polite

	simple
	simpler more simpler
	simplest most simple

	feeble
	feebler more feeble
	feeblest most feeblest

	gentle
	gentler more gentle
	gentlest most gentle

	narrow
	narrower more narrow
	narrowest most narrow

	cruel
	cruder more cruel
	crudest most cruel

	common
	commoner more common
	commonest most common

	stupid
	stupider more stupid
	stupidest most stupid


Irregular Comparison
The following adjectives are compared irregularly, that is, their Comparative and Superlative are not formed from the Positive:
	Positive
	
	Comparative
	
	Superlative

	good, well
	
	better
	
	best

	bad, evil, ill
	
	worse
	
	worst

	little
	
	less, lesser
	
	least

	much
	
	more
	
	most
(quantity)

	many
	
	more
	
	most
(number)

	late
	
	later, latter
	
	latest, last

	old
	
	older, elder
	
	oldest, eldest

	far
	
	farther further
	
	farthest furthest

	nigh
	
	nigher
	
	nighest

	fore
	
	former
	
	foremost


		


	(fore)
	
	further
	
	furthest

	in
	
	inner
	
	inmost, innermost

	up

	
	upper
	
	upmost, uppermost

	out
	
	
	outer, (utter)
	
	utmost, uttermost


Vote: - The forms nigh, nigher, nighest, fore and utter are outdated.
Exercise 1

Underline the adjectives and write their types.
a. Abdul won the second prize.
b. The child fell down from a great height.
c. He was absent last week.
d. He died a glorious death.
e. A small leak may sink a great ship.
f. Good wine needs no bush.
g. [bookmark: bookmark9]I like the little peddler who has a crooked nose.
h. [bookmark: bookmark10]King Francis was a hearty King and loved a royal sport.
i. [bookmark: bookmark11]In the furrowed land the toilsome patient oxen stand.
j. [bookmark: bookmark12]My uncle lives in the next house.
k. [bookmark: bookmark13]Some dreams are like reality.
l. [bookmark: bookmark14]A cross child is not liked.
m. [bookmark: bookmark15]It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good.
n. [bookmark: bookmark16]Which book do you like the most?
o. [bookmark: bookmark17]I have bought 10 kg apples.
		 


Exercise 2
Complete each sentence using the comparative or superlative form of the adjective.
a. His voice was………	than usual. (soft)
b. Mount Everest is the………	peak in the world. (high)
c. Who is the………	batsman in the world? (good)
d. Wordsworth is………	than Cowper. (good)
e. He is………	than he was before. (fat)
f. The lessons are getting………	every year. (hard)
g. Raman's work is………	Hari's is………	 but Govinda's is the….	(well)
h. This is the………	toffee I have ever eaten. (sticky)
i. Can you speak a bit………	than that? (loud)
j. Manju is a………	driver since she passed her driving test. (confident)
k. She was the………	in the race. (fast)
l. Mani is two years………	than Rati. (old)
m. This is the ………	snake in the area. (poisonous)
n. Iron is ………	than any other metal. (useful)
o. I think he requires a ………	food. (nutritious)
[bookmark: bookmark18][bookmark: bookmark19][bookmark: bookmark20]Exercise 3

Complete each sentence using the comparative or superlative form of the
adjective.
a. [bookmark: bookmark21]Silver is………	than gold, (light)
b. [bookmark: bookmark22]He is the………	boy in the school, (unsuccessful)
c. [bookmark: bookmark23]It was the………	moment of his life, (proud)
d. [bookmark: bookmark24]My sister is………	than me. (tidy)
e. [bookmark: bookmark25]Who is the………	living poet? (great)
f. [bookmark: bookmark26]That was the………	chocolate I have ever eaten, (sweet)
	 


g. His voice was ……..	than usual. (soft)
h. He is ……..	than he was before. (fat)
i. She was ……..	with the present than I expected. (pleased)
j. The lessons are getting ……..	every year. (hard)
k. This is the ……..	toffee I have ever eaten. (sticky)
l. That pair of trousers is……..	than this pair. (loose)
m. Hari's hair is ……..	than Biral's. (short)
n. They were all angry but Rushan was the ……..	(angry)
o. [bookmark: _GoBack]Manju is a ……..	driver since she passed her driving test. (confident)
Exercise 4
Complete each sentence using the comparative or superlative form of the adjective.
a. I've got my money and that's the……	thing, (important)
b. She was the ……	in the race, (fast)
c. This ring is……	than that one. (valuable)
d. You must be……	about your spelling, (careful)
e. Tanka is the……	person in the area, (popular)
f. It was ……	distance than he expected, (great)
g. He is the …………	boy in the school, (unsuccessful)
h. Her new boss is even	……than the last one. (rude)
i. My sister is……	than me. (tidy)
j. This is her……	book so far. (surprising)
k. Solomon was a very ……	man. (wise)
l. The pen is ……	than the sword, (mighty)
m. This exercise is ……	than the one we did yesterday, (easy)
n. Sonali is the ……	member of the family, (young)
o. The ……proposal came from Mrs. Rana, (good)



Exercise 5
Fill in the blanks with much, many, little, a little, few or a few in the blank spaces.
a. How……..	kilograms of rice did you buy?
b. How……….	did the rice cost you?
c. Did you require……….	bags to carry the rice?
d. ……..of the bags were not strong enough to carry the weight of the
rice.
e. 	…….rice was wasted on the way itself.
f. I called up the store…….	times to complain.
g. I don’t have…….	hope that they will make up the loss.
h. There is…….	honey left in this bottle. We shall have to buy a new
bottle.
i. There are still…….	tickets available for show.
j. We will be staying at Pokhara for…….	days.
k. May I have…….	more milk please?
l. …….shops we have in our colony were closed.
m.  There are only…….	people in the restaurant.
n. 	…….work he had done was of poor quality.
o.  It was such a difficult task that…….	people	had the courage to
undertake it.
		

