Unit 16  Relative clauses
Read the text carefully.
 My theory is that the female brain is mainly built for empathy (E) - the ability to understand other people- and that the male brain is mainly built for understanding and building systems (S). According to this theory, there are three brain types: the E-brain, the S-brain and the ‘balanced brain’ (the ability to understand how things work).
It is important to stress that not all men have the S-brain, and not all women have the E-brain. But generally, there are clear differences. For example, women tend to choose different things to read on the railway platform or in the airport departure lounge. They are more likely to go for magazines on fashion, romance, beauty, counseling and parenting. Men are more likely to choose magazines that feature computers, cars, photography, sport and the outdoors.
 You may think that these preferences are in some way influenced by people’s upbringing. However, there is scientific evidence to suggest that this is not the case.
I A new study carried out in the lab where 1 work at Cambridge university shows that I newborn girls look longer at a face, and newborn boys look longer at a mechanical mobile, which suggests certain differences between male and female brains are biological. It has also been observed that the baby girls as young as 12 months old respond more strongly I to other people’s emotional problems. For example, baby girls generally show greater I concern when they are with someone who is sad. Teenage girls and women spend more I time comforting friends who have problems. Women are also more sensitive to facial I expressions. They are better at noticing subtle signs of changes in other people’s feelings, I or judging a person’s character.
I Boys, from an early age onwards, seem to love putting things together, building toy towers I or towns or vehicles. Boys also enjoy playing with toys which have clear functions, I which have buttons to press, things that light up, or devices that will cause another object I to move. You see the same sort of pattern in the adult workplace. People whose jobs are I in metal-working or the constructions industries are almost entirely male. Maths, physics I and engineering, which require high levels of systems-thinking are also generally male- I chosen disciplines. This is not the case. The theory says that, on the whole, males and I females differ in the kinds of things that they are interested in and that they find easy, but I that both genders have their strengths and their weaknesses. Neither gender is superior overall.
Others may worry that a theory like this creates gender stereotypes which is not true. The I study simply looks at males and females as two groups, and asks what differences exist I and why they are there. 	


The words like that, which, when, who, where, why etc which are bold in the above text are relative clauses. They help to join two sentences.
A clause is a part of a sentence. A relative clause tells us which person or thing, or what kind of person or thing the speaker means. It is normally introduced by words like who, which, that, whose, whom and where. It is, in fact, an adjective clause describing a noun. For example:
The lady who lived in our neighbourhood came to our help, (‘who lived in our neighbourhood’ tells us which lady)
God helps those who help themselves, (‘who help themselves’ tells us what kind of people)
A. Who
We use who in a relative clause when we are talking about people. We use id in place of he/she/they.
the boy - he stood first in the class - is my cousin
—> The boy who stood first in the class is my cousin.
I know many people - they live in Kathmandu.

—>I know many people who live in Kathmandu.
An atheist is a person who does not believe in God.
What is the name of the man who took you to hospital?
Anyone who is interested in taking part in the play should contact Mr. Sanjay Khati.
B. Which, that
We use which or that in a relative clause when we are talking about things.
where are the books - they were lying on the table

—» Where are the books which/that were lying on the table?	
The syringe which (that) has been used once should be immediately disposed of.
I work for a company which (that) produces gas stoves.
I don’t like movies which (that) show excessive violence. 	 


That can normally be used in place of both who and which. But there are certain cases where we have to use that
1. We use that after adjectives in the superlative degrees: Neeraj is the most affectionate person that I’ve ever met. This is the most ridiculous movie that I’ve ever seen.
2. We use that after the words ‘all’, ‘any’, ‘anything’, ‘none’, ‘nothing’, etc.:
This is all that I possess.
She approved nothing that I did.
3. If we needed a word to refer to both a person and a thing, we would naturally use that'.
Both the bird and the nest that were shown in the picture appeared to be strange.
C. That/what
What cannot be used in place of that.
What = the thing (s) that
say:	I’m sorry for what happened.
(= I’m sorry for the thing that happened.)
and not: I’m sorry for that happened.
say:	I’m sorry for all that happened, (not all what)
Omission of who/which/that
It is sometimes possible to omit who/which/that from the relative clauses. Let us take some examples:
1. The surgeon who did the operation was very competent.
The surgeon did the operation.
who (= the surgeon) is the subject of the verb did.
2. I have lost the bag which contained my insurance papers.
The bag contained my insurance papers. which (= the bag) is the subject of the verb contained.
We must use who/which/that if it is the subject of the relative clause. We cannot say:
'I have lost the bag contained my ....'
But sometimes who/which/that is the object of the verb.
For example:
1. The CD player that I wanted to buy was beyond my means.
I wanted to buy the CD player. that (= the CD player) is the object of buy.
2. The pullover which Saloni knitted proved very useful.
 Saloni knitted the pullover.



which (= the pullover) is the object of knitted.
When who/which/that is the object, we can leave it out. We can say:
1. The CD player I wanted to buy was beyond my means.
2. The pullover Saloni knitted proved very useful.
Notice the position of prepositions (to/ at/ with etc.) in relative clauses:
I can’t find the book - I’m looking for them.
—> I can’t find the books (which/that) I’m looking for.
 the room - we slept in it last night - was very tidy
->The room (which/that) we slept in last night was very tidy. We can leave out who/which/that in these sentences.
D. Whose
In relative clauses we can use whose in place of his/her/their.
I congratulated the man - his son had won the prize
—> I congratulated the man whose son had won the prize.
We use whose mostly for people.
Compare who and whose'.
We met a man who had been to Singapore, (he had been ...)
We met a man whose brother had been to Singapore, (his brother had been....)
E. Whom
Whom is the object form of who. So it should be used in place of him/her them'.
The official - we approached him - couldn’t tell us much.
—> The official whom we approached couldn’t tell us much.
But in spoken English, it is not common to use whom. It is preferred to use who or that or nothing.
The official who we approached couldn’t tell us much.
The official that we approached couldn’t tell us much.
The official we approached couldn’t tell us much.
	 		


We can use whom with a preposition: to whom, with whom, etc. :
The person to whom we talked refused to give us any information.
The man with whom she fell in love left her after a few weeks.
But even these sentences are written without whom.
The person we talked to refused to give us any information.
The man she fell in love with left her after a few weeks.
F. Where
In a relative clause we can use where to talk about a place. It is used in place of there:
the town - I was born there - had a big grain market
-> The town where I was born had a big grain market.
Can you suggest a shop where I could get gumboots?
 This is the garden where roses of all colours are grown.
Relative clauses: defining and non-defining
There are two types of relative clauses in the examples given below. Let us compare them:
	Type 1
	Type 2

	· I am looking for the boy who has taken away my book.
· I work for a company which produces chemicals.
· I went back to the town where I was born.
	· I am looking for Sanjay, who has taken away my book.
· I work for Jainco (P) Ltd., which produces chemicals.
· I went back to Dhangadhi, where I was born.


In Type 1, the relative clause tells us which person or thing, or what kind of person or thing, the speaker means.
‘the boy who has taken away my book’ tells us which boy. ‘a company which produces chemicals’ tells us what kind of company, ‘the town where I was born’ tells us which town. This type of relative clause is called a defining relative clause.
In Type 2, the relative clause does not tell us which person or thing the speaker means. We already know which person or thing is meant: 'Sanjay', 'Jainco (P) 	 
 


Ltd.', 'Dhangadhi'. This type of relative clause is called a non-defining relative clause. It gives us extra information about the person or thing.
There are three important points to remember about defining and non-defining clauses:
1. We do not use commas (,) with defining relative clauses:
I know a person who can speak five languages.
I can’t live at a place which is far away from the seaside.
But non-defining relative clauses are set off by commas:
Meet my friend Joseph, who can speak five languages.
I can’t live in Indore, which is far away from the seaside.
2. In defining relative clauses we can use that in place of who/which\
We are looking for someone who/that holds an MBA degree.
We’ll stay at a hotel which/ that serves only vegetarian food.
But in non-defining relative clauses we cannot use that.
Ashish, who (and not that) holds and MBA degree, is working as a director in this company.
We’ll stay at Hillview Hotel, which (and not that) serves only vegetarian food.
3. In defining relative clauses we can leave out who/which/that when it is the object:
We need someone (who) we can trust.
The hotel (which) you recommended served only vegetarian food.
In these sentences we can leave out who/ which.
In non-defining relative clauses we cannot leave out who/which.
We’ve employed Ashish, who we can trust.
(We cannot write: We’ve employed Ashish, we can trust to.)
The Hillview hotel, which you recommended, served ...
(We cannot write: The Hillview Hotel, you recommended, ...)
Joining sentences
It is often possible to join two sentences into one by making one of them a relative clause. Let us take some examples:
1. A man opened the door. He welcomed me warmly.
—► The man who opened the door welcomed me warmly.
(Note that a man has been changed into the man.)				


2. Gaurav hasn’t been promoted. He couldn’t take the final examination.
—> Gaurav, who couldn’t take the final examination, hasn’t been promoted. (Note that the relative clause has been set off by commas.)
3. I have found the keys. You lost them.
—► I have found the keys which you lost.
(In this sentence we can leave out which)
4. Everybody adores Pranav. Pranav is the captain our school.
—» Everybody adores Pranav, who is the captain of our school.
Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with appropriate relative clause.
a. There’s the man……..	taught me English.
b. Do you know a bar……..	sells cheap beer?
c. Do you know a shop……..	I can buy a laptop computer?
d. The police haven’t found the person……..	killed Chari.
e. Siriram, ……..	book English Made Simple sold a million copies,
died today.
f. The language……..	people speak in Nepal is called Nepali.
g. Mr. Chaudhary, ……..	fixes my car, has just won the lottery.
h. This is Bishal, ……..	works in Greenfield National College.
i. I’d like to speak to the person……..	deals with accounts.
j. I hate it……..	my boss asks me to work overtime.
k. Have you got a typewriter……..	I can borrow?
l. The job……..	he got wasn’t very interesting.
m. There is a boy to……..	I’d like to speak more than I can say.
n. I’m not sure……..	told me that, but he was wrong.
o. My neighbour was the first person……..	dog won two prizes in the
same show.
Exercise 2
Select the appropriate word from the brackets at the end of each sentence to fill in the blank spaces. If more than one seems appropriate, give the more formal word.
a. She is the only person……..	I trust completely, (who/whom)
b. Go to the office and speak to ……..	is working at the reception desk,
(whomever/whoever)
	


c. Tej is the only person…….. 	I think is capable of filling the position,
(who/which)
d. People should vote for the candidate……..	they feel will best represent
their interests, (which/who)
e. The manager has already decided……..	to promote, (who/whom)
f. ……..	is selected to chair the committee must be prepared to devote
several hours a week to the task, (whomever/whoever)
g. Bikas is the one……..	is to be transferred to Liverpool, (who/which)
h. The sun is a star……..	 gives us light.(who that).
i. Ranju is rearing buffaloes……..	give 20 litres of milk daily.(who/that)
j. He will purchase goods……..	be benefitted to the customers,
(which/who).
k. We should help those……..	we know are helping themselves,
(who/what)
l. We do not know……..	to ask. (where/what)
m. They will pay the reward to……..	you	nominate,
(whatever/whomever)
n. She is asking the students about……..	lesson they are going to read the
next day. (where/which).
o. I am playing the record for……..	is interested, (whomever/whoever)
Exercise 3
Join the sentences with appropriate relative clauses.
a. Roman is a member of the team. His sister is in my class.
b. This is the news. It wasn’t printed by the newspaper.
c. The film is about a girl. She has special powers.
d. I was sitting on a bench. It suddenly fell into pieces.
e. I was told the story by a girl. I visited her in an orphanage.
f. The boy was eating a doughnut. I looked after this boy.
g. They wanted to leave at 4p.m. This didn’t suit me at all.
h. The people were very kind. I stayed with them.
i. Who was the girl? You were speaking to her just now.
j. My sister didn’t want to go to the restaurant. She wasn’t feeling very hungry.
k. I’ve lost all the money. You gave it to me.



l. Lumbini is almost 550 km. from Kathmandu. It is a tourist centre in
Nepal.
m. She gave me the car's key. I put it in my pocket.
n. Parmeshwor's house is over 100 years old. It is in the centre of town.
o. The film Chhakka Panja is showing next week. I’ve heard good reports about it.
Exercise 4
1. Complete the sentences using a relative clause with a preposition. Take
clauses from the box:
you can rely on Mrs. Marasini 
she fell in love with a man 
I had been invited to a meeting you have been looking for a book

we talked to some people 
she spoke on a subject
 you stayed at a hotel
I saw you with a boy
Example: What is the name of the hotel….	?
What is the name of the hotel you stayed at?
a. The man………proved to be a worthless fellow.
b. Here is the book………………	
c. The plan was approved by all the people…………	
d. Mrs. Marasini will prove a valuable friend. She is someone	……………
e. I couldn’t attend the meeting	……………
f. Who is the boy…………….	
g. She didn’t know the subject……………	
2. Complete these sentences. Use the sentences in the box to make relative clauses.
I get my car serviced at a garage
 we were staying at a hotel
 we want to have South Indian food
I was educated at a school we want to entertain 500 guests 
Bobby had bought a dress decent hotel accommodation is available
a. The garage where I get my car serviced is run by very efficient people.
b. I recently visited the school…………	


c. Bobby went to the stop……..	
d. We would like to visit a restaurant…….	
e. We are in search of a hotel	………..
f. We liked the hotel	………
g. We hired a banquet hall	……………
Exercise 5

Join the following pair of sentences using a defining or non-defining relative clause.
a. Lalita is very friendly. She lives next door.
b. Mumbai is the largest city in India. My brother lives there.
c. The woman is a doctor. She lives next door.
d. My brother Narayan is a doctor. He lives in Kathmandu.
e. Sunita finally arrived. We had been waiting for her.
f. Pradip works for a company. It makes washing machines.
g. The book is about a girl. She runs away from home.
h. Do you know the name of the hotel? Hari is staying at a hotel.
i. We stayed at the Grand Hotel. Sunil recommended it to us.
j. Anil was in a very bad mood. His car had broken down.
k. There are some words. They are very difficult to pronounce.
l. Mr. Sherchan is very interested in our plan. I spoke to him on the phone last night.
m. I met a woman. Her job involves a lot of travelling.
n. I went to see the doctor. He told me to rest for a few days.
o. I don't like the music. They are playing it.
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