Unit 18 Question Tags
Read the following conversation carefully:
Pramod : You've just come back from holiday, haven't you?
Binod : Yes, it was great! Switzerland is beautiful. You went there last year, didn't you?
Pramod : Two years ago, actually. We went skiing for a week.
Binot	:Aha, I remember now. Your father is a skiing instructor, isn't  he?
Pramod: That's right. And he is a very good one, too!
Binod	:I guess you can ski very well now, can't you?
Pramod:Yea., quite well. And what about you, Binod?	Are	you	a good
skier?
Binod : No, not really. It's not so easy to learn at my age, is it?
Pramod: Oh, come on! At your age! You are not serious, are you?
Binod	: Well.... I guess I probably need more practice. I might ask your
father for a few lessons. You don't mind, do you?
Pramod : No, of course not ! As a matter of fact, I think he's just starting a new beginner course. Let's call him right now, shall we?
Binod : Good idea. But .... wait, Pramod. I still need to think about it, needn't I?
Pramod : Oh, come on! There's nothing to worry about, is there?
Binod : Ok then. I guess it won't hurt to give it a try, don't I?
[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]The bold words in the above conversation are question tags. They are very short form of questions used for the confirmation of statement.
Hence, a question tag is in the form of question which is added to the end of statement. It consists an auxiliary verb and a pronoun. The pronoun refers back to the subject of the statement. The choice of auxiliary verb depends upon the verb of the statement.
	 


It is very short form of a question used for the confirmation of statement.
Read the following sentences.
· We ate pizza, didn't we?
· You have done a good job, haven't you?
· He is an intelligent boy, isn’t he?
· She has broken the rules, hasn't she?
· She didn't go to the market, did she?
Some basic rules of question tag.	
1. We should use comma (,) to separate the statement and question tag.
2. We should start the question tag with the small letter.
3. We should use the contracted form (short form) in question tag i.e. is not / isn't
4. [bookmark: bookmark3]We should not forget to use auxiliary verb and a pronoun.
5. [bookmark: bookmark4]We should end the question tag with question mark.
Formation of tag question
1. [bookmark: bookmark5]Use the auxiliary verb of the statement as the auxiliary of the tag.
e-g.
· They have enjoyed the party, haven't they?
· They had watched the movie, hadn't they?
· She is a teacher, isn't she?
· They are looking towards us, aren't they?
· Karishma will distribute the prize, won't she? (won't Karishma?)
2. In the absence of auxiliary verb, we should use don't (for plural subject of simple present tense), doesn't (for singular subject of simple present tense) and didn't (past tense) as auxiliary verb and use the pronoun after them.
· [bookmark: bookmark6]e.g. He swims in the , doesn't she?
· You pay the fine, don't you?
· He hired a deck, didn't he?
3. If the subject is a pronoun, we should use the same pronoun but if the subject is a noun we should change the noun into pronoun.
· He has taken a risk, hasn't he? (same pronoun)
				


· Rasila has cooked delicious meal, hasn't she? (Geetu = she) 
· Rojita, Pratistha and Sneha have performed well, haven't they? (plural subject = they)
4. We should use the pronoun 'he' for male, 'she' for female and 'it' for singular non-living or animal or uncountable noun.
· Water is useful for the living beings, isn't it?
· The cat is chasing the rat, isn't it?
· Chhatu is making a basket, isn't he?
· Mrs. Rai has written a wonderful essay, hasn't she?
5. We should use 'they' for plural nouns and for indefinite pronouns like somebody, someone, nobody, no one, anybody, anyone, everybody, everyone, etc.
· Dogs bark at night, don't they?
· Someone is knocking, aren't they? (isn't they)
· Everybody has participated in the programme, haven't they? (has’t they?
6. If indefinite pronoun denotes the thing, then we should use 'it' as pronoun.
· Everything is fantastic, isn't it?
· Nothing is said to be truth, is it?
7. In the present tense, if the subject is I, it changes into 'aren't'.
· I am celebrating my birthday, aren't I? (amn't  I)
· I am not celebrating my birthday, am I? (are I)
8. In case of imperative sentences, we use 'will you?' as question tag but with  'let's', the tag question is 'shall we?'
· Stop to make noise, will you?
· Dance nicely, will you?
· Let us tell the truth, will you?	I
· Let's enjoy the party, shall we?
· Let's play in the ground, shall we?
9. In case of has, have and had as possessive verb or main verbs they work as present (has, have) and past (had) tense
I have a book, don't I? (haven't I ?) 	 


· She has a nice suit, doesn't she? (hasn't she?)
· They had a big company, didn't they? (hadn't they?)
10. If 'd is followed with past participle then, ’d = had and if 'd is followed with present verb then it works as would
· He'd go to temple, wouldn't he?
· He'd gone to temple, hadn't he?
11. If there is 'd +rather, it works as would and if 'd +better, it works as had
· He'd rather buy a bucket, wouldn't he?
· He'd better go to watch movie, hadn't he?
Always use the contracted form of the given auxiliary verbs. Common
contracted forms of some auxiliary verbs are given below.
	is not = isn't
	am not = aren't
	are not = aren't

	was not = wasn't
	were not = weren't
	do not = don't

	does not = doesn't
	did not = didn't
	has not = hasn't

	have not = haven't
	had not = hadn't
	will not = won't

	shall not = shan't
	cannot= can't
	could not = couldn't

	would not = wouldn't
	should not = shouldn't
	ought not to = oughtn't to

	may not = mayn't
	might not = mightn't
	dare not = daren't

	'd rather = wouldn't
	'd better = hadn't
	


Study the following examples:
· He is your uncle, isn’t he?
· You aren’t social, are you?
· I am right, aren’t I?
· She doesn’t know French, does she?
· All of them have married, haven’t they?
· Ram can’t drive a car, can he?
· There is a cat in the house, isn’t there?
· You will go home tomorrow, won’t you?
· I shall do it, shan’t I?
· This is your book, isn’t it?
· They daren’t speak, dare they?
· He goes to your house everyday, doesn’t he?
	 	


· Please, sit down, will you? 
· Do your work, will you?
· You’d better go now, hadn’t you?
· You’d listen to him, wouldn’t you? 
· He’d rather be flexible, wouldn't he?
· Don’t laugh at the poor, will you? 
· You applied for a job, didn’t you?
· You need not come again, need you?
· Let me open the door, will you? 
· Let’s sit in the sun, shall we?
· Let us play volleyball, will you?
· Somebody cried, didn't they?
· Suraj has a dog, doesn't he?
Exercise 1
Supply the appropriate question tag for the following sentences:
a. I don't think there is much of a risk……..	?
b. [bookmark: bookmark7]I am your friend, ……..	?
c. [bookmark: bookmark8]He never goes there at night ……..	?
d. [bookmark: bookmark9]She left early ……..	?
e. [bookmark: bookmark10]They don't know each other ……..	?
f. [bookmark: bookmark11]You don't have to work on Saturdays ……..	?
g. [bookmark: bookmark12]He hurt himself in the match ……..	?
h. [bookmark: bookmark13]Each of the boys wants to join the club ……..	?
i. [bookmark: bookmark14]None of the boys want to join the choir ……..	?
j. [bookmark: bookmark15]Everybody is happy ……..	?
k. [bookmark: bookmark16]None of these cars are good enough ……..	?
l. [bookmark: bookmark17]Some of these materials are good enough ……..	?
m. [bookmark: bookmark18]You have to study tonight ……..	?
n. [bookmark: bookmark19]Peter has made little progress in his studies ……..	?
o. [bookmark: bookmark20]Aariya had passed MBBS ……..	?
	 


Exercise 2
Supply the appropriate question tag for the following sentences
a. You seldom see her……..	?
b. He rarely visits his brother……..	?
c. I suppose you're not serious……..	?
d. Let's go to the park……..?	
e. Close the door……..	?
f. Let's have a party……..	?
g. I don't suppose he cares…….. 	?
h. He dare not say it to my face……..	?
i. He doesn't dare to admit it……..	?
j. I needn't have come……..	?
k. It's raining outside……..	?
l. That's the little trick you've been playing on me……..?
m. Let's play a game……..	?
n. Sit down……..	?
o. Have another cup of coffee……..	?

Exercise 3
Supply the appropriate question tag for the following sentences:
a. He hasn't been to Birgunj……?	
b. You are coming………?
c. She's learning how to dance………?	
d. They aren't happy……….?
e. We didn't send them an invitation….?
f.  I hadn't finished……	?
g. You will do it……….	?
h. We should tell him………	?
i. It must be Romeo………	?
j. She loves him………	?
k. We had a nice house………	?
l. They work hard………	?
m. [bookmark: bookmark27]You saw the new film…..	?
n. [bookmark: bookmark28]We need some milk…..	?
o. [bookmark: bookmark29]Question tags aren't easy……	?
	 


Exercise 4
Supply the appropriate question tag for the following sentences:
a. She’s a high school student……..	?
b. You have done this before……	?
c. They don’t want to come…….	?
d. I am the teacher….	?
e. He will pay the bill…..	?
f. We can’t go now……	?
g. She speaks 3 languages…….	?
h. You come from India……	?
i. Mark doesn’t play football……	?
j. Her husband isn’t here…….	?
k. She will baby sit……	?
l. I think I will go for the picnic	……….?
m. She must tell me a joke…..	?
n. Nobody is around here…..	?
o. He hardly passes the exam……	?
Exercise 5
[bookmark: bookmark21][bookmark: bookmark22][bookmark: bookmark23]Supply the appropriate question tag for the following sentences:
[bookmark: bookmark24][bookmark: bookmark25][bookmark: bookmark26]Choose the correct option from the brackets.
a. Niraj plays the piano,…..	?	(doesn't he / didn't he/ does he)
b. Hema won't be late…..	?	(will she/ won't she/ does she)
c. He's tired…..	?	(is he / isn't he / hasn't he)
d. [bookmark: bookmark30]Don't drop that vase…..	?	(shall we/ do you/ will you)
e. [bookmark: bookmark31]I'm too impatient…..	(am	I /amn't I/ aren't I)
f. [bookmark: bookmark32][bookmark: _GoBack]He'd never met her before…..	? (hadn't he/ did he/ had he)
g. [bookmark: bookmark33]Let's go out tonight……	?	(shall we/ will you/ do you)
h. [bookmark: bookmark34]Sunita doesn't know Binita…….	? (does she/ doesn't she/ is she)
i. [bookmark: bookmark35]It's a nice day…..	?	(is it/ does it/ isn't it)
j. [bookmark: bookmark36]Binod's applied for the job…….	? (has he/ hasn't he/ doesn't he)
k. [bookmark: bookmark37]Somebody cleans this room…….	? (does he / don't they / does they)
l. [bookmark: bookmark38]There is nothing to do……	?	(isn't it/ isn't there/ is there)
m. [bookmark: bookmark39]Lata has got a sense of humour…….	? (has she/ doesn't she/ hasn't she)
n. [bookmark: bookmark40]His uncle has much money……	? (has he/ hasn't he/ doesn't he)
o. [bookmark: bookmark41]Come round on Sunday……	? (don't you/ will you/ do you)
	 	

